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IN DECEMBER A GROUP of Y11 students 
visited Gambia along with the Box Youth 
Project, this has become an annual event 
with many students remaining involved even 
beyond their Farringdon days. Members of 
the news team who went have told us their 
best moments:

Matt Cape - working at Kullukochi 
Community Pre-school, helping to paint a 
100 metre wall and playing games with the 
children.

Anya Hughes - I will be affected forever by 
my Gambia experience; we got involved in a 
lot of cultural activities and helped out many 
people by distributing resources. I really 

hope to be involved in this project again.
Lucy Butler-Brown – We visited the only 

college in Gambia, the classroom conditions 
were shocking, a normal class size was about 
60-70 students, they had only chalk boards 
and no computers. It made me feel so 
differently about what we have here. Class 
ages ranged from 18-30 in the same room; 
tthere was a nursery in the college and the 
babies were lay out on mats on the floor, so 
the women could go to college.  

Emily Bell - Gambia was one of the most 
wonderful experiences I have had the chance 
to take part in. It was such an eye opener, I 
think I have a wider outlook on life now and 

a different respect for how much I have.  
One particular thing I remember is that the 
children from the pre-school remembered 
us even when they were just walking around 
the village.  

Ewan Stead - Gambia had so many 
opportunities, so many different traditions. 
I enjoyed seeing the smiles on people’s 
faces and the feeling of fulfilment and 
achievement when helping people; giving 
them the barest necessities was met with 
overjoyed expressions. Even though less 
fortunate the people were so positive and 
welcomed us with open arms. 

WASHINGTON ARTS CENTRE run a school arts competition every 
year across Sunderland. 

Schools are invited to submit work which goes on display this 
month as part of their Youth Arts Exhibition. 

At their recent invited viewing evening we were proud to have 
2 winners in the 11-14 category – Rachel Hughes (pictured) and 
Thomas Bellfield – there are only 5 winners picked across the whole 
of city. 

These two students now get an invite to the Sunderland Young 
Achievers Awards held at the Stadium of Light in March.  

Y9 Art students also visited Newcastle College last week. You 
can read more about this in Farringdon’s BBC News Page at www.
farringdonschool.co.uk it will be published in March. 

By Amy Storey

THIS WAS THE THEME for Holocaust Memorial day 27th 
January 2018.  Pupils across the school had an extended 
assembly that explored both the Holocaust, with a 
focus on the experiences of one man Henry Wermuth, 
and the genocides that have occurred since. The 
message was a need to take responsibility to support 
individuals in our communities from persecution and 
discrimination. Students were encouraged to draw 
parallels with the effects of bullying and the ‘power of 
words’ in these situations.

Assemblies were complimented by a PHSE lesson on 
the core theme. The lesson focused on the life stories 
of Renie Inow (fled on the Kindertransport) and Sedin 
Mustafic from Bosnia. Pupils were given the task of 
writing a postcard to the individuals they had discussed 
expressing the impact their story had on them. These 
will be returned to the Holocaust memorial Trust.

By Mrs Forbes

THE STUDENT LIBRARIAN SCHEME is well underway 
and we have 12 super participants this year. They are all 
working through their course which they will complete 
skill sheets and build up a file of evidence that they will 
continue to work through until the summer term.  

The Student Librarian Scheme, available to Secondary 
and Primary students, enables young people to 
become mentors and advocates for the library resource 
in their school, giving an understanding of basic library 
administration and an introduction to research skills.  
They will gain a range of valuable new skills taking part 
in the scheme that would also be advantageous for 
future employment.

On completion of the course the students will receive 
a formal presentation of a certificate of achievement.  
This can also be used as part of the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award, so is an excellent course to participate in whilst 
at school.

By Miss Hughes and Kacey Barker

GOOD LUCK to our outstanding athletes Neeve 
Herron and Caitlyn Cambrook as they embark on their 
latest challenge. While age 15 is often stereotyped 
for sporting ‘drop out’, these girls are defying such 
theories and are set to embark on their latest sporting 
challenges!

Caitlyn Cambrook - Northumberland and Durham 
50 m Freestyle champion – will represent Farringdon 
in the English Schools in March. Caitlyn was also part of 
the Sunderland Schools Rowing team which achieved 
gold in the county finals. 

Neeve Herron – SAFC under 16 footballer – Has 
been chosen to attend the North of England regional 
scouting camp. Her first steps to international glory!

Watch this space – could they be our Olympians of 
the future?

By Amy McCulloch

AS Y9 GET INTO PICKING their GCSE Options this month 
Farringdon decided to project them even further into 
their future choices with a visit to a Northumbria 
University.  

The group got to hear lots about future careers in a 
fun way with activities such as using post-it notes stuck 
on their heads while others asked questions to help the 
post-it wearer figure out what ‘career’ they were. 

They also got to meet students to learn about what 
life in higher education is like and looked round some 
of the facilities. It is still many years until they’ll go to 
uni, if they do, but it’s great to see what options are 
available – even in Y9! 

By Ben Lovestad

IN JANUARY NINE, Y7 children, Mr Cooper and Heather 
from Sunderland University  travelled to Teesside 
University to “do battle” in the FIRST LEGO League.  
We’d been building lots of models since October and it 
was time to battle against 10 other North East schools.

We had to perform in three 2½ minute rounds but 
disaster struck in round one!  The judge told us that 
one of our wires was hanging over the playing area.  
We quickly made an adjustment but our wheels 
got trapped and the robot wouldn’t move properly.  
Our second attempt was an immediate success. We 
conquered our first obstacle in less than 20 seconds.  
30 points in the bag!  

Our last attempt came in the afternoon. Again, we 
did the first obstacle easily, but our second one failed 
and we couldn’t quite get it right.  It didn’t matter. We 
tried our best and got some points.  Looking forward to 
next year already. The theme: Space. 

By Mr Cooper

ON THURSDAY AT FARRINGDON SCHOOL Y8 pupils 
were involved in a whole day STEM activity. This saw 
five different organisations coming into school and 
giving the pupils first-hand experience at what it is like 
to work in their fields.

Accenture, one of the biggest employers of digital 
skills in Europe, arrived with modified raspberry pie 
computers to show the students how to program in 
Minecraft.

The Army were in to give the students a crash course 
in teamwork, leadership and practical problem solving.

Leibherr, one of the world’s largest engineering 
companies, gave students the opportunity to 
experience welding, create their own wiring and build 
3d models.

The RAF engineers ran a workshop on how to build 
and improve paper planes modelling the skills and 
perseverance required to be a successful engineer.

Thorn Lighting provided the expertise and experience 
to engage pupils with a talk and demonstration 
showing how light is made in modern lighting setups.

The day was designed to give them an insight into 
the opportunities available to them in the fields of 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
the feedback from the employers was particularly 
encouraging as they said that it was good to see such an 
engaged and interested group of pupils and they were 
looking forwards to their apprenticeship applications in 
a few years. 

Feedback from pupils have been good with some of 
them christening their planes and asking how they can 
get the tools to create their own Minecraft systems.  Zoe 
Clarke of news team told us,  “It was a fun day, with a 
lot of amazing people who have given up their time to 
show us all the opportunities there are and organised a 
lot of fun activities to help us build our confidence and 
teamwork skills.” 

By Zoe Clarke and Mr Adams

A GROUP OF Y10 STUDENTS attended a careers day at the Sta-
dium of Light recently in order to learn some interview tech-
niques for future job applications. They were taught the do’s 
and don’ts of interview technique and how they should repre-
sent themselves. There was also a competition styled like the 
famous show, ‘Dragons Den’, in which they had to ‘sell a lemon, 
with a twist’.   

  They attended two interviews to help them experience 
what it might be like, and how you should act. The students 
picked up a lot of advice from this day, along with Mr Roberts, 
who works on the KS4 Raising Standards team, who joined 
them in on the experience. Each student was assigned to 
a different table, with two interviewers. They spoke to the 
students and asked about their interests, work experience, and 
much more. 

Below listed are some tips and tricks they learnt:

Interview Advice:
•	 Be on time and turn your mobile off.
•	 Smile, relax and make eye contact with the interviewer.
•	 Sit correctly and give your full attention to the interviewer.
•	 Expect to be asked challenging questions.
•	 Keep calm, think before you answer and use formal lan-

guage (no slang).
•	 Be positive about yourself.
•	 Use real life examples in your answers.
•	 Keep answers to the point.
•	 It may be appropriate to ask a question.

By Lucy Butler-Brown

Next week:

Westfield School, Newcastle


