
 

 

 

Geoff Rutherford’s Influence on the Community 
A chef from Sunderland, Geoff Rutherford, is working alongside St Paul’s Church to deliver a 
cooking club so that he can teach students basic culinary skills. After a year and a half of 

planning, Geoff is voluntarily giving up his time to got to the school and hold cooking sessions. 

He said, “I want kids to get excited about food – I want to show them that they can make healthy 

food using fresh produce.” The Headteacher at St Paul’s CE Primary School, Lisa Quinn-Briton, 
said: “We are absolutely over the moon to work with Geoff and The Alexandra Steakhouse to 

create an exciting cookery club for St. Paul’s children. We are working towards achieving the 
Healthy School Award and I feel it is extremely important for children to learn life skills such as 
this in preparation for adulthood.” 

 
Geoff hopes to teach children how to cook healthy food and they may achieve the Healthy 

School Award along side it. Sunderland City Council has given St Paul’s Primary school £1300 
from the Community Chest to buy new equipment for the school. 

 

Becoming YouTube Famous 
James Donkin, an A-level chemistry teacher at Hartlepool Sixth Form College, has been 

shortlisted for the Teacher of the Year award, as he has been recognized for his outstanding 
contribution to the further education sector. Hartlepool Sixth Form merged with Sunderland 
College in 2017 and is part of Education Partnership North East, one of the largest college groups 

nationally. His YouTube channel is MaChemGuy and his channel has over 600 videos, 19.8k 
subscribers and 4.3 million views. Although a lot of this content may be for A-levels, some things 

may be worth checking out. 
 

Mark Hughes, head of Hartlepool Sixth Form, said: “We are immensely proud of James and his 
inspiring teaching methods. Being shortlisted for a prestigious national award is well deserved 
and recognises the outstanding impact he has on his students at Hartlepool Sixth Form and 

chemistry students from all over the world.” Donkin has received over 43,185 lie and thousands 
of positive comments all around the world. The award winners will be revealed at a gala awards 

evening in March at the Grosvenor House in London. 
 

Should School Meals be Free? 
The Sunderland Echo has recently suggested that school meals should be free regardless of how 
much money their parents earn. The London Assembly has approved a motion calling for the 

Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, to write to the Secretary of State for Education to request that 
free school meals be extended to all pupils. The appeal is unlikely to bring about immediate 
change to the rules around free school meals, but it is hoped it will raise awareness of the issues 

many school children face.  
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