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‘Farra News’ is written by the students 
for the students.  Currently the team 
has 15 members from across the year 
groups.  Mrs Bird has co-ordinated the 
team with support from Miss Hughes 
and Mr Duncanson for the past 11 
years.  The team are pictured here 

on a recent visit to the Sage where 
they took part in a Radio 3 ‘Free 
Thinking’ festival linked to BBC News 
Day. To see the page they created for 
this and any of the past newsletters 
please visit the school website:www.
farringdonschool.co.uk

Here is a quick introduction to the staff who look after you at Farringdon both pastorally and academically. 

Meet the staff you need to know

Y7 – Mrs Cartledge Y8 – Miss Phillips Y9 – Mr Horsley Y10 – Mrs Ramshaw Y11 – Mrs Harris

Pastoral 
Team:

 Pastoral lead – Mrs 
McCruddan (Deputy 
Head teacher)

Academic Support – Progress managers:

Academic Progress Lead 
– Miss Leach (Assistant 
Head) 

KS3 – Mr Waller KS4 – Mr Roberts Raising Standard Lead – 
Mrs Evans

Aim Higher Lead – Mrs 
Whittington

Parental Engagement 
Lead – Mrs Summerley 

Closing the Gap Lead – 
Mr Young 

Meet the News Team

The Farra News Team 2017



At the end of term, a select number of students were chosen 
by their teachers to receive a Governor’s Award for either 
attainment or progress in a certain subject. A few students 
were lucky enough to be recognised for more than one sub-
ject or personality traits in school and received multiple 
awards! There were awards for not only academic subjects, 
but for attitude in school, for example, a friendship award, 
head teacher awards and many others to congratulate stu-
dents on their attitudes to learning and more in school.

In addition we had the pleasure of having two very special 
guests, who are also former students from Farringdon Com-
munity Academy, come to present the awards. They were 
Danielle Moore – now a very successful radio presenter in 
the local area on Sun f.m’s breakfast show and Katie Bulm-
er-Cooke– now also a very successful business woman who 
has taken part in The Apprentice, is a personal fitness trainer 
and has won many prestigious awards such as: UK Personal 
Trainer of the Year 2012, Sunderland Young Business Person 

of the Year, Wearside Role Model of the Year 2015 and many 
more. The students also had the privilege of meeting these 
two inspirational young women and getting their photo-
graphs taken too. 
To top the evening off, we had two amazing singers—Tah-
nee Kelly, from Y10 and Archie Smith, from Y9 to entertain us 
with their beautiful voices. Congratulations to everyone who 
received an award on this incredible evening, you should all 
be extremely proud of yourselves!

Earlier in the year Farringdon was well represented 
at the Sunderland Young Achievers Awards. The 
ceremony is held at the Stadium of Light and is 
always a positive and uplifting experience, our 
entries are coordinated by year manager, Mrs 
Harris.
Winners
Deanna Henerey Y10 for Academic Achievement. 
Alex Robson Year Ex-Y11 for Academic 
Achievement. 
Katie Thompson Y11 Arts Award. 
Lilly Rose Wheaton Y9 Young Carers Award.
Matthew Jenkinson Ex-Y11 Volunteer Award. 
Katherine Eastaugh Ex-Y11 Service to the 
Community Award. 
Highly Commended
Mackenzie Davies Y9 Academic Achievement 
Award. 
Harvey Gordon Y10 Volunteer Award. 
Tahnee Kelley Y10 Performing Arts Award. 
The event was hosted by Sun FM presenter and 
ex-student Danni Moore who also presented in our 
own Governors Awards - a massive young achiever 
herself.  
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Annual Governors Awards

Sunderland 
Young 
Achievers

Results story to follow

I will make this bigger depending on the copy I get for below
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In May, Mrs Parker, Mrs Henderson, Mrs Marshall 
and Mr Reed ran in the ‘Pier To Pier’ charity run for 
Sunderland Young Carers.  Although they wouldn’t 
class themselves as experienced runners, they 
battled through hot conditions and managed to 
complete the run! 

Blanket presentation Hair-a-thon @ DeNiros barbers

Recently students in the Nurture room craft club have been knitting squares 
for a blanket that was presented to -------- at the end of them.  The wool was 
donated by school staff and some of the young people had only recently learnt 
to knit.  Craft club will be on every Tuesday this year and some of the residents 
from the home will be attending to work alongside our students. 

Giving back to charity

As with most of the rest of the country on Fri 14th 
July, the day of Bradley’s funeral, Farringdon put on 
their football shirts / dressed in blue to remember 
the brave little lad who was in the hearts and minds 
of Sunderland.

Mrs Sollis, Ms Lister and Mrs Kelf completed the 5k run at Herrington Park 
in June. They raised over £400 for Cancer Research and did the run since it 
has affected so many people in the Farra Family.  They also bumped into Mrs 
Clay and Mrs Farnie (an ex-member of staff) who run every year for personal 
reasons.  We all hope this will help towards the researching the cure we all 
want and need.  Thanks everyone in Farra that gave up their  money to sponsor 
them.

Saturday 18th June Mrs Swinbank ran for the 9th Year 
the annual Tobi Swinbank memorial tournament 
at Blue flames sporting club in Benton. 16 teams 
entered the mixed and ladies section which ran 
from 10 till 3pm raising £1200 for the RVI children’s 
kidney fund. Mrs Swinbank’s son Tobi was 
diagnosed with dysplastic kidneys at 14 days old 
where the RVI children’s kidney team saved his life 
by the use of manual dialysis (one of a few hospitals 
in the UK where they would even try to save babies 
born with this condition). Unfortunately Tobi died 
whilst be worked up for his transplant at 14 months 
old. Mrs Swinbank’s younger son, Max, has also 
been born with the condition in one kidney and 
has close links with renal team. Every year Mrs 
Swinbank has raised funds for the RVI children’s 
team who have developed a new dialysis machine 
called the NIDUS machine which was started by a 
consultant Malcolm Couthard in a garage in order 
to safely dialysis babies. 
Team Deloitte won the mixed league. Riverside and 
Newcastle City tied as winners of the ladies section.

On the 8th of July, ex-Y11 student, Rebecca Burn and many others took part 
in a sponsored walk in memory of friend, Cloe Hagen who passed away in 
May. The walk was organised by Cloe’s friend, Natasha Watson, it started from 
Farringdon Community Academy, the students and family members walked to 
Roker beach. All money raised went to young epilepsy charity.  
Everyone that took part in the walk was extremely proud of each other and it 
was a lovely day for all of Cloe’s loved ones to remember her. Cloe was a caring, 
loving young girl who was taken away from us too soon and she will forever be 
in our hearts.

 Raising for the RVI  Pier to PierCancer Research

Bradley Lowery
 Cloe – A walk to remember

A successful hair-a-thon took place on Sunday 
13th August at our local barbers DeNiros.  The 
owner, Steve Collins and his assistants Rosie and 
Suzi opened the shop on their only day off, to offer 
haircuts and shaves to all and the takings, including 
any tips, were given to Jessica Whittington in her 

bid to raise her money for her trip to Gambia; there 
was also a tombola and cake stall.  Jessica spent 
the day selling tickets and cakes; sweeping up and 
keeping the kettle going.  In total almost £1400 was 
raised.  



In June, a group of Y10’s went out to Sunderland College, to take part in Maths – Most 
Able Day, where the best mathematicians in Sunderland gather to try out new ways 
to use Maths. Companies like Liebherr were there to market their company and to 
enticing into engineering.
The students started off the day with puzzle solving, using sides and corners to make 
most puzzles. After that they were given algebra problems in the form of shapes. Next 
they had a workshop with Liebherr where they introduced students to the world of 
engineering through what they do in Maths to accomplish, revolutionising technology 
used every day.
After lunch they were challenged with a disassembled t-rex metal bone structure, using 
a blue print students had to assemble the pieces in the correct order and place; in the 
quickest time. 
Finally they got a chessboard, with a few pieces on, they had to solve a way to checkmate 
the king on each of the boards. To finish off the day the staff commended students for 
their hard work. They had learned a multitude of skills to help develop and broaden 
knowledge in Maths and its practical implications.

We’re sure you’ll agree that if you come to 
school well prepared successful learning can 
take place much more effectively.  Pictured is 
Farringdon’s expected study pack.  All items are 
for sale in Student Services but you can also buy 
the items elsewhere yourself. In addition to the 
usual black pen, green pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, 
sharpener, this year you are also required to 
have 2 highlighters (any colour) and an A5 or A6 
notebook.  You will no longer be given a planner, 
but may carry a diary of your own if you wish.  
FROG are launching a homework app (free to 
download for Apple and Android devices). The 
app is for students, parents and teachers. 

Farringdon want all students to have the best possible attendance 
at school to enable them to reach their full potential.   There is a 
strong link between good school attendance and achieving good 
results. Students who frequently miss school may fall behind in 
their work which may affect their future prospects.  Good school 

attendance also shows future employers that a young person is 
reliable, more likely to achieve well and play a positive role in 
their community.  Young people who are frequently absent from 
school are more likely to become involved in, or be a victim of 
crime and anti-social behaviour.

farra news, autumn 2017                         attenDanCe,aCHIeVemnet anD BeHaVIOur                                                                             5 

Maths most able

Mathsplosion

In July, 13 Y10 students went on a trip to the 
LIFE Centre.  They took part in multiple activi-
ties where they uncovered new practicalities for 
Maths.  First there was an astronomy session 
followed by a Mobius Strip Workshop; a Mobius 
strip is a single strip of paper where one half is 
turned 180 degrees and the other is glued the 
shape is impossible to do in 3D, this is why in 
paintings and paper are able to pull off illusionary 
pieces. Students had to create incisions into the 
bagel to mirror the shape of a Mobius strip, only a 
few were successful but they still got to eat them!
Next came a sequences workshop, and finally a 
card workshop, which showed the card set ups, 
Dynamo and other famous magicians use.  Once 
you had this sequence, you could accomplish 
quite a few tricks like: Pick a Card, where the per-
son has picked the card, separate the deck and 
put it on the bottom, then you can see the card 
before so you can “guess” the card the person 
has.

Being prepared 
leads to success

Why is attendance at school 
important?

What can I do to increase my attendance?

•	 Don’t miss school for minor illnesses, such as sniffles and 
coughs.

•	 Wash your hands regularly to avoid catching viruses and 
stomach upsets.

•	 Ensure you eat well – a healthy diet has a huge impact on 
your ability to fight off illnesses.

•	 Ensure you get enough exercise – this will increase your 

energy levels, therefore improving their immune system.
•	 Get a good night’s sleep – over tiredness leaves you more 

susceptible to illnesses, and can give you the impression 
of feeling ill.

•	 Ensure you do not to stay off school because something 
is worrying you. – Speak to your parents, your tutor, Year 
Manager or teacher to resolve any problems.

•	 Holidays are no longer be allowed in term time.  Holidays 
should be booked in school holiday time.

what should you do if you can’t come to school for any rea-
son?
•	 Ask your parents/carers to phone the absence line to let 

us know the reason why you are absent and how long you 
are going to be off for.

•	 If your parents/carers are not sure, a phone call must be 
made each day to advise us of your whereabouts.

•	 When you return, you need bring a note from your par-
ents/carers to explain why you were absent.

KS3: 
Mia Barber
Zoe Barber
Thomas Bell
Elisha Brown
Tilly Brown
Jennifer Clark
Josh 
Cunningham
Like Davidson
Aeiron Evans
Lennon Farina
Alex Goldsmith 
Matthew Hall

Amy Laughlin 
Matthew Lewer
Clayton 
Lumsdon
Amy Mallaburn
Ethan Norton
Femi Ojo
Lucy Pallister
Jake Ridley
Bailey Simpson
Neve Smith
Liam Thompson 
Ellie Turnbull
Skye Veitch

Amelia Wilson 

KS4
Daryl 
Armstrong              
Joseph Avery
Lily Avery
Emily Bell
Jack Burton
Paige Butler
Owen Charlton
Leah Corkin
Abby Dolan
David Dougan

Jack Fox
Thomas Hall
Reilly Harper
Jake Hart
Alex Herron
Ellis Hodgson
Adam Home
Josh Howe
Owen Jackson
Paul Jones
David Kirtley
Rachel Kirtley
Lucy Laughlin
Abbey Lawson

Eve Lewer
Matthew Liddle
Jessica Oxman
James Potts
Jules Reay
Ben Scaife
Kane Stubbs
Josh Sutton
Mitchell Towns
Ethan Turner
Matthew 
Walters
Holly Watson

Here are our top attenders for last year, either on 100% or having missed just one 
morning or afternoon all year:
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Y6 hopefully felt quite confident and settled about 
coming here in September after several induction 
visits – including an exciting visit to Hamsterly 
Forest and a week of transition days including taster 
lessons in Maths, Science, Media, Art, Technology, 
Dance and more.  They also got to meet their tutors 
in the final week of term. As well as our main feeder 
schools we have students from many schools in the 
local area and even a little further afield across the 
city. We hope they’re well settled in now as they are 
reading this. 

Just before the summer Farringdon hosted an 
enterprise challenge for a number of primary 
schools, the goal was they had to design their 
own product to go on the TV show Dragons Den.  
The main schools involved with this were Mill Hill, 
Farringdon and East Herrington. The event lasted 
for 2 days and some of the ideas were fantastic.  
The initial set up took place in the assembly hall. 
This was a great team building exercise for all the 
Y5’s and even the Y8’s who acted as helpers.  After 
the young students came up with their idea they 
had to present it to ‘the panel’.   They also had to 
try different brands and see which ones were the 
better brands. Two of the brands were Mars bars 
vs Titans and Walkers vs Snackright. 
 Overall it was a great experience for the kids as it 
gives them experience for the future it also gives 
helps the kids with team work as they had to work 
with different schools, this is the second year we 
have done this day for Y5. 

21 of our pupils have been awarded the Platinum Youth 
Achievement Award for the volunteering work they have 
undertaken with The Box Youth Project and Project Gambia. 
Fewer than 100 young people nationally achieve the Platinum 
Award so this is indeed a great achievement for our pupils. 
Congratulations and well done! 
Furthermore, 25 Y11 pupils will be setting off for Gambia on 9th 
December and will be spending 11 days refurbishing a primary 

school and delivering peer education in Gambian schools. They 
have been collecting resources to help children and families 
they will be working with. The resources will be packed into a 
container at the end of September and shipped to Gambia in 
time for members of the group to distribute donations to local 
schools and families. Any donations of clothing, shoes, towels, 
bedding, sportswear / equipment paper, pens, first aid resources, 
vegetable seeds, toothpaste/brushes would be most welcome! 

Gambia Gold Star Terrific 
transition

Y5 Enterprise 
Event

Star students at Sunderland Sixth Form 
are celebrating impressive A-Level grades.
Reeves Campbell, ex-Farringdon student, 
is celebrating after notching up two A*s 
and two As in Maths, Chemistry, Biology 
and his extended project. The 18-year-
old, from Thristley Wood, will now study 
medicine at Newcastle University, and has 
his sights set on becoming a heart or brain 
surgeon.
He said: “I’m really happy with my grades. 
I can’t believe I got what I needed to go to 
university, and I actually achieved higher 
grades than what I needed. I now know 
I’m going to study surgery which is a great 
feeling.”
Reeves, who has been a regular volunteer 
at St Benedict’s Hospice for the past year, 
decided he wanted to pursue a career 
in surgery after shadowing a general 
surgeon at Sunderland Royal Hospital.  He 
added: “I think what surgeons do – saving 
lives – is amazing. The preciseness of each 
procedure really interests me as you have 
to know about the body in huge detail to 
have an understanding of what to do.”
Another star student is Morgan Ozuzu, 
who has overcome the barriers of his 
autism diagnosis to take up a place on 
a physics degree course at Newcastle 
University.  Morgan, who secured three 
A*s in his maths, further maths and 
physics A-Level courses, was diagnosed 
with Asperger’s Syndrome at an early age.  
He said: “During primary and secondary 
school, it was a significant problem as it 
hindered my improvement with social 
skills and made me reluctant to face 
change, meaning I would be hesitant to 
try new experiences. However, thanks to 
the therapy I received and the positive 
influence that my friends had on me, I 
was more willing to try new things which 
eventually led to me having hobbies and 

achievements that I am proud of.  “When 
I started college it was reassuring to know 
that if I did have any problems, I would 
be able to talk to my tutor about it. I have 
now learned to embrace change when 
it comes which is why I’m particularly 
excited for university and why I am no 
longer worried about my autism being an 
issue.”
Olivia Wallace, 18, from Hetton-le-Hole, 
achieved a trio of A grades in her English 
language, English literature and media 
studies A-Levels. She will be heading to 
Newcastle University to study accounting 
and finance. Olivia said: “I’m still in shock 
but I’m so happy. I opened my results with 
my mum and sister and we all celebrated 
together. I’ve had to work hard to get to 
this point and I’m really proud of what I 
have achieved.”
Sunderland Sixth Form is Sunderland 
College’s specialist A-Level hub which 
opened last September.
 In total, 16 of the subjects on offer at 
the college’s sixth form – the largest 
provider of A-Level courses in the area - 
achieved 100 per cent pass rates including 
biology, English language and literature, 
French, German, geography, history, law, 
photography, music and PE.
Nigel Harrett, deputy principal and deputy 
chief executive, said: “We are delighted 
that our students have achieved such 
excellent results, and to record 100 per cent 
pass rates in 16 of our A-Level subjects is a 
fantastic outcome.  “Our A-Level students 
who have worked extremely hard to reach 
this point, and their determination and 
diligence is evident in the exceptional 
grades they have achieved. Many of our 
students will now be taking up places at 
prestigious universities, with the skills and 
knowledge they need to succeed in their 
higher education courses.

“Today is a culmination of two years of 
study at the college, and it is a proud 
moment for all of us to see our students 
celebrating their results as they move on 
to the next stage of their lives, and we are 
very happy to celebrate with them. Our 
lecturers have been there every step of 
the way offering support and guidance, 
as well as top quality teaching, and it’s 
important to recognise the positive 
impact they have had on our students and 
their successes.”
Sunderland Sixth Form was opened at 
the college’s Bede Campus to ensure 
A-Level students have a dedicated centre 
for learning, which comprises of first-
rate teaching, resources and facilities, as 
well as specialised support and guidance. 
Expert A-Level staff teach 30 courses from 
the sixth form which attracts students 
from across the North East and it is on 
course to increase the amount of subjects 
it teaches.
Nigel added: “In less than a year, the 
sixth form has quickly established itself 
as a highly-prized centre for academic 
learning that has already produced some 
exceptionally talented students who are 
now set for higher education. We are 
looking forward to welcoming new A-Level 
students in September and guiding them 
to success.  It has been a thoroughly 
positive year for Sunderland College, 
and this has been compounded by a set 
of fantastic A-Level and technical results. 
Our vocational students have achieved 
superb marks in their professional and 
technical courses, and the opening of our 
specialist £29million City Campus facility 
last September has played an integral 
role in nurturing the skills of these young 
people. In addition, we are thrilled to 
welcome Hartlepool Sixth Form College to 
Sunderland College following our merger, 

Grade expectations: does not fit!!



Keaton Charlton told us about a recent project 
studying the great ancient Egyptians. They learned 
about many things such as pharaohs, hieroglyphics, 
pyramids and sphinxes. One of their best moments 
was creating their own hieroglyphics with brightly 
coloured paints.  They also created their own dead 
mummies using pegs and mod rock. 
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Holly Usher & Francesca Bates told 
us that in June Y6 went on a trip to 
Hamsterley Forest where they met 
up children from other schools who 
were going to Farringdon Community 
Academy this September.  They took 
part in: mountain biking, nature 
walks, adventure trial and den 
building. At the adventure trial they 
could play on equipment such as; a 
basket swing, a climbing frame and 

more.   The nature walk involved 
walking around trying to spot various 
animals among the trees.   On the 
mountain biking, they all rode a bike 
up a steep, narrow and muddy bank 
and then rode along a path.   Finally, 
in the den building, they needed to 
build a den that was fully waterproof 
only using sticks found in a forest, 
they were then squirted with water 
to check this out!

As usual our three main feeder primaries visited us in July to share their news with 
us. You can read the full stories they gave us in our online newsletter but here are 
the news teams pictured and a summary from each school.Primary Round Up

Leaha Peace told us about Y5’s visit to Farringdon 
to take part in our enterprise days to meet people 
from different school and work together and get 
along.  Her group invented an idea for a doggy 
umbrella which kept your dog dry in the rain when 
you take them on a walk. All the groups had to go 
and present to the head teachers of all schools. 
They also had to taste different chocolate and crisp 
brands to decide the best for example Mars v Titan. 

Sam Arkley told us about an outdoor learning day. 
In the afternoon, we did orienteering and pavement 
art. As you can see they created some wonderful 
artistic chalk images on the yard, from mountain, 
trees and rivers, to the desert – we even chalked a 
few rainbows.  

Erin Conley wrote about a terrific Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
which took place to raise money for UNICEF. KS2 
students brought along their favourite cuddly toys, 
a snack and a £1 donation; it was a beautifully sunny 
day and there was a range of sporting activities on 
the field to end off a wonderful afternoon. 

Thomas Glass told us that the talented swimming 
team had once again received the swimming gala 
trophy that they have kept safe for the last 15 years, 
since 2002! Also, our boy’s freestyle team beat 
the record by an extremely lucky 0.2 seconds! The 
tournament consisted of five schools; us at EHPA, 
Benedict Biscop, Mill Hill, Farringdon  and New 
Silksworth. 

Jack Roberts told us about a recent healthy living 
week where the school took part in a number of 
things such as: learning about the brain and heart 
and a squat and push up challenge. There was also 
a focus on healthy baking using oats for cookies in-
stead of the usual ingredients. KS2 did an exercise 
video in the hall and finally some students made 
leaflets full of healthy living advice

And finally Jake Bell and Matthew 
Surtees reported on footballing success.  
Farringdon Academy Inspires football 
team have won numerous trophies this 
season. The first trophy we won was when 

they clinched the league title, only losing 
1 game in the league all season. They then 
went on to win the Julie-Anne Thompson 
Trophy, in addition, Matthew Surtees also 
won player of the tournament beating 

everyone from the other schools to the 
prize. The school collected their third 
trophy when we were runners-up in 
the Champions of Champions cup after 
getting beat on penalties.

Charlie Davis & David Allan told us that they had 
chosen ‘Grease’ as their end of year leavers’ 
production. The reason for this, is because their 
school was built almost 60 years ago - in the same 
decade Grease was released out to the public. The 
performance took place on Thursday 13th July (one 
at 2pm and the other 5pm) and was a great success.  
The schools version of the play was slightly different 
the original movie as they adapted it, however the 
main cast members remained the same. To end 
their production they changed the words of the 
final song to ‘Somewhere Only We Know’ by Keane 
and related it to their journey through Farringdon 
Academy Inspires. 

Exciting enterprise

Swimming success

Ancient Egypt

Terrific teddy bears

Outdoor education

Get fit, be fit

Hamsterley adventures

Y6 Perform in style

Fantastic footie at Farra

 Amie Lee told us about Mill Hill’s 
fantastic sports day on Tuesday 20th 
June. The school held its Sports Day, 
as part of the National School Sports 
Week. Everyone was really pleased to 
see that the rain clouds stayed away 
and the sun was shining. They had 
KS1 event in the morning and then 

our KS2 event after lunch.  There 
were lots of different types of races. 
Simple running races, sack races, 
egg and spoon, space hopper races, 
obstacle races and many more and 
there was a massive turn out from 
families, with mams and dads, grans 
and granddads, brothers and sisters! 

 Matthew Crabtree continued the sporting 
themes as he told is that as the final part of the 
School Sports Week, they decided to hold Mill 
Hills very own Race for Life. They aimed to raise 
as much money as we could for Cancer Research 
UK. Everyone in our school took part and ran 1 
mile around the school field. Y6s were paired 
with Reception, Y5s with Y1 and Y2s, 3s and 4s 
ran together. They managed to raise an incredible 
£1,205.75!!!! 

Estee Schonewald told us about the 
final weeks for Y6 in which they had 
been working hard to rehearse their 
Y6 Leavers Production. The play con-
tained songs and jokes, acting and 
dance, as well as information about 
and pictures of events that have hap-

pened in the 7 years they have been 
at Mill Hill Primary School; the theme 
of the play was ‘the past’. There was 
still time to pose for a photo – a sen-
sible on and ‘doing the dab’ one of 
the annoying crazes of the year! 

 And because they were so organised and brought 
stories already written we had time to ask the stu-
dents about their perfect summer.  Estee told us 
she’d go to Hawaii with friends and family, have 
pool parties, watch movies with and endless sup-
ply of candy.  Amie told us she’d choose to go to 
Benidorm and have lots of ice cream, swim and 
enjoy it with her family. Finally Matthew chose 
the Highlands where he’d have a mansion, a huge 
swimming pool and a cold area to keep penguins!

Our perfect summers 

Super Sports Day

Final play and lovely leavers
Race for Life
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On the 30th June, 2 017 – the Y10 Business 
Team and Mrs. Johnson went to the 
Stadium of Light, Sunderland to compete 
in the Work Discovery Week, Business 
Challenge Presentati on. Our students 
presented their proposed idea of:
“ALAIRIAS” FOOTBALL BOOT. This boot 
would have interchangeable blades, studs 
and anti -clog studs enabling them to be 
worn in all playing areas eliminati ng the 

need to purchase more than one pair of 
boots.
Mrs Johnson said: “HUGE congratulati ons 
go to these Y10 students who were crowned 
runners up in this WDW Challenge being 
just beaten by St. Robert of Newminster 
School.  Thanks also go to Mrs Hagel and 
Mrs. Bird for all of their help.”
Mrs Hagel said: “Unfortunately I was unable 
to att end the WDW Business presentati on 

event this year due to other commitments 
in school – it is an annual event that I 
thoroughly enjoy going to. However, I was 
absolutely delighted and very proud to fi nd 
out that our school was runner-up – this 
is a great achievement. In class, the group 
worked really hard as a team and came up 
with an innovati ve product.”

On July 4th, 14 students were taken to 
the Stadium of Light, to take part in an 
entrepreneur scheme, hosted by Kati e 
Bulmer Cooke (ex-Farringdon student 
and successful business owner).  In 
this scheme students had to use a 
theoreti cal £50 and 1 week from 
Kati e, and come up with a business 
that could make profi t, be successful 
and have potenti al. 
Our school split off  into 2 teams of 
7 students, they were given 3 hours 
to come up with the idea and the 
potenti al profi t margins, what they 
were going to spend the £50 on. 
One group came up with the idea of 
a personalised dog walking company, 
where the company was for the care 

and personalisati on of the experience.  
The other group came up with the idea 
to have a jewellery company, of buying 
cheap jewellery, then adding details or 
touches to them and reselling them. 
Along with other schools the groups 
presented their ideas to Kati e and a 
panel of judges.  Most groups focused 
locally / within the school district on 
what they wanted to do with their 
£50. Kati e liked this, being a local 
business entrepreneur herself. 
The fi nal wait was over to announce 
who Kati e was going to invest in. 
Minutes of anti cipati on when she 
said Farringdon had won – enhancing 
jewellery got one group onto a winner. 

Before the summer Farringdon took a visit to 
safety works. Y8 students enjoyed this fantasti c 
educati onal trip. They learned about various 
heart breaking stories about tragedies in fi re, 
drug use and alcohol abuse. In small groups 
students went to diff erent areas and were taught 
about road safety, fi re safety, drug safety, train 
and railway and how to put someone in the 
recovery positi on. They were shown multi ple 
set ups of situati ons including choking, fi res 
and railway accidents. All the areas they visited 
were made out to look like an actual areas in 
town and it was truly amazing. The areas they 
visited were a park, a street corner, a hospital 
and a railway. In the hospital students learned 
how to treat someone who is choking; in the 
park they learned about the recovery positi on; 
on the street corner they had to work out what 
happened in an accident outside a corner shop 
in the house they watched a video on fi re safety 
and then had to act out a scenario of a fi re in a 
wheelie bin and talked about peer pressure and 
how it aff ects younger people.  All in all a very 
valuable exper ience.  

At the end of June, a group of Y9 girls went on a 
women in engineering day at Nissan. The aim of 
the day was to get more young women interested 
in a career in engineering in the future, as there 
is not currently enough women working in the 
engineering industry.   During the day, a selecti on 
of women that work at Nissan spoke about what 
they were currently doing within their jobs, and 
what they had done previously to get there. Two 
women that are currently doing apprenti ces 
spoke about the diff erent opti ons to getti  ng a job 
within Nissan, including graduate schemes and 
apprenti ces.  Later on in the day, the students got a 
chance to speak to the women who had previously 
spoken to them, and learn about their jobs in 
more detail. The day was an amazing experience, 
and once again was incredibly insightf ul for the 
young people on the trip, all of whom thoroughly 
enjoyed the day.

The BMS programme was once again a success. 
Farringdon had 32 students parti cipati ng in the 
mock interview day at St James Park.  Students 
were interviewed to give them all an idea on what 
an interview is like, and how you should act. The 
students picked up a lot of advice from this day, 
along with Mr Roberts, who joined them in on 
the experience.   Each student was assigned to 
a diff erent table, each in which contained two 
interviewers. They spoke to the children and asked 
about their interests, work experience.

 A group of Y10 students att ended the Stadium of 
Light in order to learn some interview techniques 
for future references. They were taught the 
do’s and don’ts, and how they should represent 
themselves. There was also a competi ti on styled 
like a famous show, ‘Dragons Den’, in which they 
had to ‘sell a lemon, with a twist’.   There was also 
a buff et that the students were given, making 
their day even bett er.

Nissan held a fantasti c workshop aimed at 
encouraging girls into engineering. The girls spoke 
to staff  regarding pathways into engineering, 
salaries and opportuniti es. They thoroughly 
enjoyed the hands on engineering tasks that 
was presented to them.  A student, named Neve 
Herron, said: “It was really interesti ng to know 
careers such as this are open to everyone.” 

Business presentation

BMS Programme

Nissan-Jobs 
for the girls

Enterprise champions Safety Works

Dragons Den

is there a 
photo for 
here?   If not 
I will swap 
with BMS



As they do every year, in July the Art department 
held their exhibit of GCSE students work. Parents 
and staff spent time in the gallery looking at some 
of the excellent exhibits from the GCSE Art and 
Photography groups. Go along and have a look if 
you have time, there is some outstanding work on 
display. 

In May, a select number of students had the 
opportunity to have a comic creating workshop with 
an amazing comic illustrator called Lee Robinson, 
who has illustrated for the Kung Fu Panda comics 
and many others.
He took time out of his very busy job to come and 
work with these students and gave them lots of 
inspiration and creativity to create their very own 
comic character and give them a storyline which 
unfolded into a brilliant comic. Lee then put all 
of these comics into a book and sold them to the 
public at the Wonderland’s Comic Convention at 
City Space.  Some of the students went along and 
were interviewed about their experiences. They all 
received a free printed copy of their work. 

This year our fantastic, crazy-creative students 
performed a wonderful show of a variety songs, 
scenes and dances preferably from musical such as: 
Oliver Twist, Annie, Shrek, Lion King, Hairspray and 
many other great musical.  This is a little different 
as we usually do a play, but it was a great success 
and one we’ll no doubt do again. Mr Fearon and 
Mrs Williams worked with the students to get them 
ready to perform.  Despite nerves on the night they 
did a great job. 
One of the audience commented, ‘The variety show 
was fantastic. All performers made a great effort 
and showed such enthusiasm throughout the whole 
show. It was enjoyed by everyone-young or old. 
Everyone involved should feel very proud of what 
they achieved in such a short space of time.”

Earlier this year some Y8 students were challenged 
by Mrs Dolphin to make an idea to help the 
environment. They did a workshop and got a tour 
around the university and also went to O’Brien’s 
sandwich restaurant to look at their recycling 
methods.  At the recycling plant they saw how 
the pickers get certain materials that they need 
take out and put down a chute ready to be boxed 
and recycled.  At school they thought about how 
we might recycle more effectively.  In April they 
went to the Glass Centre where there was four 
schools there who had the chance to present their 
ideas in front of some judges. Happily we all got 
our funding (which was £250) for the equipment 
to create our ideas.  This project will run on into 
September where we will try to make a difference 
around the school by developing better ways or us 
to recycle all of the waste that there is. 
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Farra Variety Show Art Open Evening

Comic book crazy

Recycling Matters
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Earlier in the year a number of students from Y8-11 
had a great time on their trip to London.  As well 
as watching two shows they had fun visiting Harry 
Potter World, several tasty restaurants, Madame 
Tussauds, London Zoo, Buckingham Palace and 
more. The trip runs every year and is organised by 
Mr Fearon and Mrs Evans, speak to them if you’d 
like more information on this year’s trip.

London 
Calling

In July Mrs Evans led a history themed 
trip to France for students. They had, had 
several visits at school from the Durham 
Light Infantry who had taught them about 
the lives of local soldiers and brought 
in real life artefacts.   The students and 

staff had a great time visiting Carriere 
Wellington, underground quarry where 
soldiers lived before surprise attack on 
the enemy.  Also Lochnagar Crater and 
various memorials for many nationalities 
who took part in this war.  Mrs Evans told 

us everyone found it very moving seeing 
how many men lost their lives.  Finally the 
group completed the week with a visit 
to Parc Asterix and the Nausicca Sea Life 
Centre.  

A PE trip to Germany earlier this year for a bunch of lucky lads saw them training at the epicentre stadium 
of Borussia Dortmund where the boys were kitted out like professionals and got to train in the actual 
ground. Both staff and students had a great time.

This is not the full article but getting someone in PE to write something is ridiculous-I’ve even tried 
on Facebook! There will be more but may be early September!
 

Historical France

Sporting Germany



Mrs Walton:  “I have been teaching 
since 1983, but I have taught here 
since 1985, so I have been here 
32 years!  I am retiring to spend 
more time with my elderly parents. 
Teaching so many incredibly special 
young people; taking part in Mr 
Fearon’s staff pantomimes; being 
a form tutor for two whole year 

groups and trips to Spain and France are my best memories.  
I’ll miss my friends, the students, the parents and never 
knowing what to expect next! I now intend to travel the 
world, try pottery or photography and help with reading in 
primary schools.”

Mr Golightly: has worked at 
Farringdon for 28 years and was 
unfortunately unavailable for 
interview for the newsletter, 
however, he, we’re sure has seen 
many changes at Farringdon 
and done some amazing 
things while here.  He’s led us 
through being a really highly 

regarded sports college; led numerous sport based trips 
locally, nationally and even into Europe; run sporting 
competitions and trained some pretty well know sports 
stars—Scott Borthwick (Durham cricket) and Jordan 
Henderson (Liverpool FC and England) to name but two.   
We wish him well and know he will be greatly missed by staff 
and students. 

Mr Wright: “I have worked for 27 
years– all at FCA! Unfortunately, 
I’m leaving due to ill-health. My 
best memory will be all of the 
wonderful students and the staff. 
I will miss spending time with the 
students; they keep me young. 
Some people say I’m the biggest 

bairn in the school!  When I go, I want to travel, chill and 
spend time with my family. I might possibly write a book 
about my time at FCA but I would have to change a LOT of 
names; it would be hilarious.”

Mrs Johnson: “I have been 
working in education for 17 years. 
I’m leaving because of family 
commitments and I alsodon’t like 
getting up at 6am anymore! Many 
fantastic memories I have include 
staff pantomimes, enterprise 
challenges, student voice and 
student success. I will miss 

the students and staff, I will also miss the atmosphere of 
Farringdon because it is unique and second to none.  When 
I leave, firstly I will – relax and do nothing for a week or two 
then plan some trips with my husband.”

Mrs McNaught: “I’ve been in 
education for 25 years.  I’m 
retiring to spend more time 
with my husband and family—
I’ll go on lots of holidays, and 
be a grandmother / great 
grandmother, cooking and looking 

after my children and grandchildren. My best memories are 
of being so proud of the year group I took from Y7 to 11 and 
their results. I will miss the socialising and kindness of staff 
and the ‘tormenting in a fun way’ of pupils.” 

 Mr Moss: “I worked as a support 
assistant for 8 years at Farringdon 
and I was a teacher for 38 years 
prior to that.  I am leaving 
because I am now ready to take 
things easy and retire. My best 
memories I will always have with 
me include going to Derwent Hill 

and other residential trips. I love the Lake District and these 
trips were brilliant. I love chatting to students and staff since 
they are the many friends I have made. In my spare time 
I enjoy gardening and visiting other places. I am looking 
forward to cheap holidays in term time!”

Miss Scott:  “I have been a teacher 
for 6 years. I am leaving because 
I have a new job as a teacher in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. My 
best memories are France trips 

and winning Ashfield music Festival. I’m going to miss the 
students and the staff; my Farra family!”

Mrs Hudson: “I qualified in 2011 and I have been in education 
in secondary for 6 years. Before 
this I was 

a nursery nurse for 5 years. I’ll 
not be here next year because 
I’ve been offered an amazing 
opportunity and help open a 
new academy in Abu Dhabi. The 

greatest part about being here was getting into mischief 
with Mrs Scott and Miss Calvert and laughing until our 
sides hurt! I will miss my awesome pupils and of course my 
work colleagues that have kept me sane. Although I’m not 
retiring, I thought I would remind you all I’ll be working in 
the sunshine of the distant shores!”

Miss Minniss: “I have worked 
at Farringdon for three years. I 
am leaving to pursue my dream 
of teaching in Dubai. One of my 
best memories is the Y11 Leavers’ 
Assembly– very touching. I will 
miss the great sense of humour 
in the staff and even the students. 

Don’t worry, I’m not retiring quite yet! I will still be teaching 
in Dubai.”

Mr Rush:  still to come 

Lesley Patterson:  I’ve been at Farringdon for 14 years, my best 
memories are of those students who thought they couldn’t 
succeed getting GCSEs but did it, I’ll miss them most as they’re 
amazing people who don’t even realise they are amazing yet.  
Remember the world is your oyster, grab every opportunity 
with both hands.  Live your life and love your life because you 
only get one.  I’m leaving to hopefully make a difference some-
where else, I’ve started working in teacher recruitment but I 
never say never to new opportunities. 

On the 26th of June, Y11 students attended their leavers’ as-
sembly, with some funny moments as well as some emotion-
al ones. This year’s assembly was slightly different however, 
one of our students, Cloe Hagen, had sadly passed away. The 
students remembered Cloe on this special day by releasing 
100 balloons in her favourite colour after the assembly in her 
memory. The students’ time here at Farringdon ended with 

tears, goodbyes, hugs as well as many of great memories 
and lifelong friendships to follow.
 On the 30th of June, they got all glammed up to attend their 
prom at Ramside Hall. The students arrived in style in splen-
did attire and headed into the hotel. The evening started 
with the head boy and head girl making a speech to their 
fellow Y11s, alongside Mr Kemp, then the students ate a 

meal including a dinner and 3 different desserts! There was 
music all night, and as well as dancing, the students also had 
a selfie photo booth and a chocolate fountain. They partied 
until midnight, then made their way home, some to continue 
their celebrations. All together it was an incredible evening 
enjoyed by all of those who went. We wish the best of luck 
to all of our Y11’s in the future!
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This year we have a large number of staff that we are saying good-
bye to.  We asked them each for a few words about their time here:

Goodbye Year 11
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It was a fantastic year for footballing glory at Farringdon last 
year.
 Firstly, the Y8 boys’ football team successfully completed a 
tremendous league and cup double.
 The lads have been an absolute credit to themselves and 
represented the school impeccably.  A successful league 
campaign with 9 wins and only one defeat lead to the league 
championship, with some outstanding leadership from 

captain and role model Jak Colledge, although all 15 students 
contributed to the success.  Along with a successful league 
campaign, this was matched with cup glory in The County 
Cup. The lads played out an epic match against Durham 
Johnston in the final, winning the game 5-4 after extra time in 
a game that was a battle to the last moments. A tremendous 
season, finished off with a tremendous outcome. Massive 
congratulations to the Y8 boys� team!

 And it doesn�t stop there. Y10 were also this year�s City 
Cup winners. Well done to the boys who beat Hetton in 
the City Cup in a hard fought final. The team have shown 
great resilience and teamwork throughout the season and 
fully deserved to win the cup. The scorers in the Final were 
Finlay Maddison and Ethan Turner, leading them to the 2 - 
0 victory.  The team also got to meet ex-Sunderland player, 
Victor Anichebe as seen in the picture. 

Last year we started a kettle bells club every Wednesday morning at 7:30-8:00, 
despite the early start it was really well attended by both staff and students.  
There were different routines depending on what body part was being worked 
(muscles, legs etc) The session was run by Mrs Thompson and Mrs McCulloch; 
you don’t need to give any notice, just go ahead and have fun this year if you 
fancy it!  

Facebook Page

We only have room for 
a few stories here but 
find us and like us on 
Facebook ‘Farringdon 
Community Academy PE 
Department’ for regular 
updates. 

 

Farra really are the champions

Good Morning Kettle Bell Club!

There has been a lot going on with cricket this 
year.  On the 18th of May, there was a girls Kwik 
Cricket festival at Philadelphia Cricket Club. On the 
25th, a boys Kwik Cricket tournament at Ashbrook. 
In  June, there was a Sunderland schools ‘Chance 
to Shine’ cricket competition at Silksworth Cricket 
ground and also the Y8 girls cricket team went to 
the Durham county finals at Billingham Synthonia 
cricket ground as they were successful in the in 
the Kwik Cricket festival. Well done to all of our 
cricket teams!

Well done to the Y8 Netball team who reached the 
final of the Sunderland Schools Netball tournament 
last year! There were some great performances 
and wins against St Anthony’s, Thornhill, 
Monkwearmouth and St Roberts! They lost the final 
to Oxclose team but did us proud.

Cricket

 Y8 Netball Stars
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