
 

Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr N Holder 

= 

Message from the Head 
 

As we approach the end of term and the end of the school year, I’d like to wish 
you a safe and enjoyable summer and highlight a few changes that will come into 
effect as of September 2018. 
 
On the back of the introduction of our House system, all boys will be required to 
wear their House tie.  These are on sale now and throughout the summer from 
reception or via our uniform supplier (see school website.) All girls will be given 
their House badge on the first day of term, subsequent badges will cost £3.50.  
House badges must be worn on the blazer lapel at all times. 
 
Lunchtime will be reduced from 45 minutes to 30 minutes (12.10pm – 12.40pm), 
Key Stage 4 students will no longer be allowed to leave the Academy premises at 
lunchtime. We have extended and updated our dining areas.  In consultation with 
our students, new healthier menus have been designed and tested (see feedback 
in newsletter.)  You can see the new menus on our website. From September we 
will operate no cash tills, so all students must register with their thumbprint on 
the biometric system if they wish to purchase food and drink. 
 
The new term begins on Tuesday 4th September 2018. Only new Y7 students, 
should arrive at the Academy at 8.25am. All other year groups should arrive by 
10.55am. 
 
I hope you enjoy this edition of ‘Farra News’ and I wish you a restful summer 
break. 

WELCOME TO THE LATEST EDITION  
OF FARRA NEWS 

FARRA NEWS 
EXCELLENCE THROUGH ENDEAVOR  

S U M M E R 2 0 1 8  
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If you’d like to join see one of us for details … 

Meet the News Team

The important question: what are you looking forward to doing in the summer? 
 

Emma R (Y7) is looking forward to spending time with her family in the sun. 
Kacy (Y7) is looking forward to seeing the vamps.   

Zoe (Y8) is looking forward to going on holiday with her family. 
Carys (Y8) is looking forward to reading, writing and drawing. 

Courtney (Y8) is looking forward to getting her ears pierced and sleeping in. 
Lucy (Y8) is looking forward to spending time with her family. 

Ben (Y9) is looking forward to going on holiday. 
Emma E (Y9) is looking forward to reading. 

Danielle (Y9) is looking forward to being with her family and reading lots. 
Aeiron (Y9) is looking forward to reaching 700 on Fortnite season 5, going on holiday and entering prestige 

master on Call of Duty.  
Anya (ex-Y11) is looking to doing a program called NCS. 

Emily (ex-Y11) is looking forward to her birthday. 
 

We also had a few members of the news team in France – Matthew, Rebecca and Chloe – we hope you had a 
great time. Lucy L (Y10) is currently taking part in the Tall Ships festival but has sent us a report as you’ll see.  

 
Mrs Bird and Miss Hughes found working with the news team a pleasure (as always) and were really 

impressed by how well they adapted to using a new program to write it.   
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Mrs. Harris is the Head of Austin House, she is based in B1. 

Mrs. Harris has worked here for 14 years, she was recently 

year manager for Y11. She said, “I think that the greatest 

change since Mr Holder arrived is that the rules religiously 

applied to everyone as I firmly believe in fairness. It is so 

important that everyone has high expectations for 

themselves so they can achieve success. Austin House will 

have the highest of expectations always.”    

Miss Phillips is the Head of Thompson, she is based in C14. She 
has worked here for 11 years, firstly as a youth worker over in 
the Launch pad and most recently the year manager for  
Y8. Mrs. Philips has said, “I am enjoying my new role as  
Head of House. Thompson will definitely rise to the top!” 
 

 

Mr Horsley is the Head of Crown House, he is based in 

A25. Mr Horsley has worked here for 10 years, he was 

recently year manager for Y9. Mr Horsley has said, “I think 

the house system has, and will, continue to bring a real 

sense of belonging. I am looking forward to the challenges 

that the students and I are going to come across  

and overcome.” 

Meet your Head of House 

Mrs. Cartledge is the Head of Laing House, she is based in 

D11. Mrs. Cartledge has worked here for 3 and a half years, 

she was recently year manager for Y7. Mrs. Cartledge told us, 

“I love the changes that have happened in school. I especially 

like the idea of houses, it has brought the school together 

with a sense of community, belonging and friendly rivalry. I 

love my role as head of Laing House. We will strive to be the 

best.” 
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If you’d like to join see one of us for details … 

 

Delicious new menu 

 As of September, Ms Lamport, who runs the diner, will be introducing a new menu as all year groups stay 
in for lunch. You will have 30 minutes for lunch, you’ll pay for your food by putting ‘money on your 

thumbprint’, and then you’ll scan your thumbprint. Recently the new menu was sampled by students. 

 

The students said: 

 
 “The chicken nuggets are really good, I can’t believe they are also healthy!” 

 

“The tikka wrap - it was a bit spicy and herby-lots of flavor.” 

 

“I really enjoyed the range of pasta sauces—it’s good that there will be regular ones and new ones to try 
on different days.” 

 

“There is a good range of toppings for jacket potatoes.” 
 

“The arabiata pasta sauce was quite spicy but I love hot food.” 
 

“It will be good getting served as there are different choices at different stations around the diner. This 
make it much quicker when you’re hungry!” 

 
“I wasn't sure about cheese burger sauce for the pasta, this was unexpected but really nice, I’d have it 

again.” 
 

“The size of the pasta pots will be really filling.” 
 

“The Burritos were really tasty, so were the fish finger sandwiches.” 
 

“I know people in other schools and they don’t get this much choice or food as good as this.” 

 
“The nachos get a 10/10 from me.” 

See next page for the students sampling the 

new dishes recently … 
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“Really Tasty” 
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This year it’s been all change for the library. To 
make way for a bigger dining space, we’ve 
moved. The space is a bit smaller but cosy and 
we think that all the students and staff will 
enjoy their time there. A few of the news team 
gave us their thoughts.  Aeron, “I think the new 
library is smaller, more comfortable and 
welcoming.” Danielle said, “I like the new library 
a lot”. 
Mrs Bird said that now she is right next door to 
the library it makes news days really 
convenient. 
Finally, Miss Hughes commented, “although it 
was a shame to lose such a big room, I am happy 
with the move and I have managed to keep all of 
the books! The room is super cozy and I hope all 
our Students and Staff enjoy using our new 
library.”      

Pupil Librarians   The ‘New’ Library  
Some of our students in Y7 have been doing a 
course with Miss Hughes, this course is to train to 
be a pupil librarian and help Miss Hughes in the 
library. Students had to complete a booklet of 
different topics and skills such as finding books, 
using the Dewy Decimal System or how to find 
information, designing bookmarks and writing 
book reviews. When all of our pupils completed 
this they received a certificate at had an award 
ceremony at the Winter Gardens and Museum.  
Dan Smith was the visiting Author this year; he 
did a talk and presented the entire group of pupil 
librarians with their certificates.  They all received 
a signed copy of Dan’s latest book too. It was a 
brilliant evening! 
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Mon 3rd Sept 
Tue 4th Sept 
Fri 19th Oct  
Mon 29th Oct 
Fri 21st Dec 
Mon 7th Jan 
Tue 8th Jan 
Fri 15th Feb 
Mon 25th Feb 
Thu 4th Apr 
Fri 5th Apr 
Tue 23rd Apr 
Mon 6th May 
Fri 24th May 
Mon 3rd Jun 
Fri 19th Jul 

Inset day for staff 
Students return to school 
Break up for half term  
Return to school 
Break up for Christmas  
Inset day for staff 
Return to school 
Break up fo half term  
Return to school 
Break up for half term  
Inset day for staff 
Return to school 
Bank holiday Monday 
Break up for half term  
Return to school 
Break up for summer  

 

 

Important dates for 2018-19 

Essential Equipment 
Coming to school you will need a black 
pen, a green pen, a ruler, a pencil, a 
rubber, a pencil sharpener, two 
highlighters, a pencil case, a bag and the 
correct uniform. If you are a boy you 
must wear a tie at all times. 

Times of the Day 
School start: 8:30 (be here by 8:25)    
Registration: 8.30-8.55                                               
Lesson 1: 8.55-9.55                                           
Lesson 2: 9.55-10.55                                      
Break: 10.55-11.10                                            
Lesson 3: 11.10-12.10                           
Lunch: 12.10-12.45                                         
Lesson 4: 12.45-1.45      
 Lesson 5: 1.45-2.45 
End of school day: 2.45 

Getting around 
Each block has its own subjects: 

*A - English and MFL. 
*B - Science and Humanities. 

*C - Maths and Computer 
*D - Soft Tech, Hard Tech and Creative 

Arts. 
*E – PE and the main hall 

   



 

 

Leavers Assembly – Goodbye and 
Good Luck Y11 

The leavers’ assembly, something every Y11 looks forward to, a final good bye and reminders of memories 

from the past 5 years. A speech from Mrs Harris our head of year (now head of Austin) made us laugh and 

at time brought tears to our eyes. Then some creative awards and speeches from head boy and girl closed 

the assembly well and then the final good byes to our friends and teachers. Prom 

This was probably one of the most memorable nights ever. Again speeches from Mrs Harris and head boy 
and girl were made. The food was fantastic and everyone has a great time exploring the grounds of 
Beamish Hall. Dancing, loud music and of course football (I think ‘Three lions…’ was played at least 20 
times. Everyone look fantastic; some people unrecognisable. I think it’s fair to say Y11 know how to brush 
up well when it’s needed. From leavers hoodies to fantastic ball gowns and friendships that will last a 
lifetime in some cases. Here’s to the next steps … 

The Perfect Prom 

FARRA NEWS SUMMER 2018 
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I have been here for 2 years and I have enjoyed seeing pupils 

exceed their expectations. And I hope pupils at Farringdon 

continue to enjoy their time here as I will enjoy my time in my 
new school. 

Mr Barker 

Miss Calvert  

Miss Chapman-Ward 

I have been here for 19 years and have the best memories seeing 

my tutor groups grow for Y7 to Y11 and when I leave I will 

enjoy the holidays and enjoy 

not having to put my suit on 

the 3rd September! 

I have been here for 4 years. 

My best memories are my 

Y11’s who have just left, they 

were always working hard 

[and giving me food, e.g. 

chocolate, crisps, chicken 

nuggets!] and sharing jokes. I 

will miss all of the students 

who have made me laugh and 

sometimes cry over my years 

here! 

Staff Leavers  
Sadly some of our staff are leaving us at the end of term. But before they go we would like to wish them happy 

time whatever they do next and a thank you for everything they have done for us. The teachers leaving us are 

Mr Barker, Miss Calvert, Miss Chapman-Ward and here is what they said when we asked them a few final 

questions. 

We would also like to welcome our new staff to our school. These are: Miss Robson, who having completed 

her training year in P.E. here (so not really new!) transfers to Science.  Ms Fiona Patterson also joining us in 

Science; Miss Justine Ovington in Geography and Ms Emma Thompson who will be doing maternity cover 

for Helen Abernathy (Good luck to you too Miss Abernathy!) Also there will be three more staff to support 

in the Provision – Frances Wood, Helen Harpin and Graham Draper. 

 

Welcome! 

Goodbye and good luck 
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Here in school, we will had an exhibition 
showcasing Y11’s GCSE Art and Photography 
on Thursday 12th July from 4.30-6.30. Here is 

some of their amazing work. 

Exhibitions in school and the Custom House 
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There is also an exhibition showcasing some of our pupils Art / Photography / Digital work at the Customs 

House in South Shield. This is part of their ‘take over exhibition’. Most of this work is done by our current year 

10’s digital / Photoshop work. This will be run until 31st August. Pop along if you have a spare moment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rebecca Wharton being 
interviewed about her work in the 
exhibition. 

 
 
 



 
FARRA NEWS SUMMER 2018 

Past students in 

Gambia and 

the midnight 

walk team  

Year 9 Gambia trip 

The fee for Gambia is £1500 however you don’t pay it off 

there and then, you have to raise your own money from 

Charity events. The first event that the students 

participated in was a midnight walk (see below.) 

 

On Tuesday the 19th of June 29 Y9 students 

were interviewed for project Gambia. All 

have been accepted for the trip. 

What is Project Gambia? 

The midnight walk was a fund 

raising event made by the Box 

Youth Project and Farringdon 

Community Academy. The walk was 

to Penshaw Monument. The 

students met at the school at 

10:30pm and then walked to 

Penshaw, the students arrived 

there at midnight and after a 

while headed back – definitely 

ready for a big sleep! 

Raising Money 

The midnight walk 

Project Gambia is where students from year 10 go out 
to Gambia to help out in the community. The 
students will the stay at the Gunjur project where 
they will host a sports day, help paint the schools and 
work on the farm land. 
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3 Year 9 students have worked with The Box Youth Project on a Keyfund 
Project to organise a bounceathon fundraiser. On Friday 20th July, 25  
Year 7 pupils will be taking part in a sponsored bounceathon at Gravity  
Force. Anyone wishing to sponsor the group, please contact Mr Waller. 

With the summer holidays approaching, many of you will 

dust down your bikes and take to the roads. Cycling accidents 
peak during the summer months,...yet many could be avoided by 
checking brakes, tyres, gears etc. On Monday 23rd July, The Box 
Youth Project's very own Dr Bike will be at Farringdon Jubilee 
Centre - bring your bike along for a free MOT check. If your bike 
needs a simple repair we will fix it there and then. 

Doxford Park Family Fun 
Day - in Doxford Park 

Saturday 1st September 
11-3 

Lots of free activities for 
children, stalls, 

inflatables, petting zoo, 
face painting, live music 

Everyone welcome! 
 

For more infromation or to join or support 

us please visit our website:  

http://www.theboxyouthproject.co.uk/  

 

Doxford park activities  

Box youth project news 
Bounceathon 

Be cycle smart 

http://www.theboxyouthproject.co.uk/
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Summer at St. Chad’s 

In addition to the above scheduled 

activities, The Box Youth Project will 

continue to undertake weekly 

outreach sessions on a Wed. evening.  

Date Day Activity Location Times Meeting Point No of 

places 

20th 

Jul 

 

Fri Trampolining Gravity 

Force 

6-8pm Allendale Rd 26 

23rd 

Jul 

Mon Dr Bike 

Get your bike fixed 

ready for the holidays 

 

Farringdon 

Jubilee Centre 

 

1-3 

 

N/A 
 

N/A 

24th 

Jul 

Tues Ice Skating Billingham 6.-9pm Allendale Rd 

 

 

13 

25th 

Jul 

 

Wed Team Building 

Go Global 

TBYP 10-

12.30 

TBYP 25 

1st  

Aug 

Wed Kayaking Ebchester 10-1.30 Allendale Rd 

 

 

10 

8th  

Aug 

Wed Mountain biking 

(Bike & helmets 

provided) 

Beamish 

Woods back to 

Sunderland 

10-1.30 Allendale Rd 10 

9TH 

Aug 

Thurs Community 

Clean Up 

Farringdon  

 

 

10-12 Allendale Rd 12 

15th  

Aug 

Wed First Aid 

Training 

 

TBYP 10-

12.30 

TBYP 15 

17th 

Aug 

Fri Wet & Wild 

(Ride the wave disco 

night) 

North Shields 6-9pm Allendale Rd 13 

21st 

Aug 

Tues Laserquest 

(2 games) 

Sunderland 11am-

1pm 

Allendale Rd 

 

 

25 

23rd 

Aug 

 

Thurs Community 

Clean Up 

E. Herrington 

 

10-12 Allendale Rd 12 

29th Aug Wed Lightwater Valley North  

Yorkshire 

9am-

7.30pm 

Allendale Rd 

 

 

25 
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Yorkshire 3 Peaks Challenge 

On the 23rd June 2018, a number of 

Farringdon staff put up the fight of their 

life and went up against the Yorkshire 

three peaks to raise money for Gambia. 

They said it was a blast (if as little 

exhausting!) overall and raised a whopping 

total of over £1000. 

The Yorkshire Three Peaks Challenge 
includes: 

• Pen-y-Ghent (694 metres) 

• Whernside (736 metres) 

• Ingleborough (723 metres) 

 

 
In total there was 10 members of staff who 

completed and conquered all three  

of the mighty peaks. Mr. Horsley  

stated:  

‘It was an absolute breeze being  

together and everyone enjoyed it,  

although it was still a real struggle for  

us all at times.” 

We asked a few of the staff who took part for  
their comments. Ms Scrafton told us, “The 3  
peaks challenge was tough, tiring but hugely  
rewarding, apart from the midge bites!” 
 

Miss Appleby commented, “Like the Sahara 

Desert, it went on and on and on!  

Thankfully the company was awesome 

 which made the long slog an enjoyable 

experience... though I won't be doing it again!' 
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The Tobi Swinbank Netball Tournament 

Remembering fondly… 

Last year, provision support 

assistant, Ms. Julie Garvey, 

unfortunately lost her battle 

with cancer.  

In her memory, there was a tree 

planted and a garden created 

for her behind the provision.  

Staff have taken part in the Race 

for Life in her name.  

Students will also complete a 

sponsored walk before the end 

of term to raise more money for 

cancer.  

Every year Ms. Swinbank puts together a charity netball tournament to raise money for the RVI because 

of everything they did to help her son Tobi, who sadly passed away at the age of 18 months.  

The tournament is attended by many people and is in its 10th and final year she’ll run it. 

The yearly event has raised a total of over £100,000 
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The Tall Ships  
During Healthy living week, children and adults should try to be 
healthy by eating new and healthy foods and try sports and 
activities to improve fitness and body shape instead of 
watching telly. Doing new and amazing things can make a 
world of good. Different food groups can provide different 
goods for you but bad food can harm your body now or in the 
near future so eat healthy! Speaking of food groups, many 
foods provide energy like carbohydrates these give energy 
slowly so you can last a while without eating; other food 
groups like fruit and vegetables produce vitamins and minerals 
that are good for the body and blood [have 5 of either each 
day]. Having clean and fresh blood is a very healthy feature. 
Protein [ fish, eggs, meat] helps the hair, nails and bones stay 
strong it can help muscle development and stay strong on the 
inside and on the out. Eating sugar can cause fat if you do not 
use it or burn it off so limit yourself to 1 treat per day. Exercise 
plays a key part for a healthy life. In Y5, we run a mile around 
the field everyday this helps our fitness a lot because of the 
digital world. You may know of race for life on that day we 
have a sporty afternoon where we compete in different 
activities for individual houses based on castles [Raby, 
Lambton, Durham and Lumley]. In this afternoon, some of us 
do athletics and the rest do fun games relating to sport. 
Alex Neary 

 

In school we have been learning about the tall 
ships. Our choir are going to sing at it in a few 
days. The tall ships are very large boats with 
masts and sails. Young children are learning 
how to drive the ships so they can drive them 
to a city on the coast of Denmark. Then they 
will cruise to Norway and then they were on 
the final leg to Netherland. They do it so that 
younger people (14-17-year old’s) understand 
the relationship of other countries and their 
cultures. We learnt that the race would take 3 
weeks to complete the race. Even someone in 
my classes brothers friend is going on the boat; 
he will be one of the people who make the 
journey to Denmark. It takes place in the seas 
between Europe 
and European 
countries. They will 
be in Sunderland 
from the 11th-14th 
of July.   
Ben Fawcett 
 

Every year it is our pleasure to work with our local primaries – with a hectic end of term not all could join 
us this issue, but we’re pleased to say we were joined by Benedict Biscop and received news by email from 
East Herrington (pictured below when they joined us in March for our BBC News Day.) We also had one of 
our News Team at New Silksworth for their summer fete.  

Healthy Living  

Primary News  
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Recently, at Benedict Biscop Academy, the children have been on their fun, yet a little bit nerve - 
racking transition day. In Y6, 18 children wrote amazing applications for the role of House Captain, yet 
only four were chosen for the job! These children were: Jack H, Lily G, Neve H and Matthew H. During 
this job, the four pupils must: count points then present them to the children at community worships, 
present and help out at opening evenings, and help the school to become a better place! 
 
One of the house captain told us: ‘The interviews and writing the applications was stressful, however 
it was worth the sleepless nights and the stress to become the leader of my team.’ 
 
They have also led their teams during their sports day, which can sometimes get competitive but it is 
extremely fun! The students do a selection of different races such as; skipping, running, the obstacle 
course, the ball between ankle race and the beanbag race. First was Caedmon, then Adian, then 
Cuthbert, then Bede. All the teams did very well, and it was very close. I bet 2019 will be a great year 
due to all of the new school counselors and captains!  By Neve Harrison 
 

Amazing Achievements  

 

5 exceptional students joined us from Benedict Biscop, please read 
on to see their fabulous stories. They also told us about their best 
imagined summer, there were some great ideas! 



 
FARRA NEWS SUMMER 2018 

Terrific Tall Ships   
Yesterday when we (Year 5) went to the 
tall ships we did some fun activities such 
as: drawing, colouring and foam printing. 
It took place on the banks of the River 
Wear and we were delighted to be asked 
to be part of the Tall Ships Race 
celebration. 
When we got there, Jack Greenwell said, 
“This is going to be the best day of my 
life”, and then we started walking. 
When we finished our activities, we went 
to go sit on the grass to eat our food. 
When we started eating some people 
came on the stage and started singing and 
dancing. It was very entertaining. 
After lunch we went to see a model ship 
which was called the Venerable. Lots of 
people had paid to have their name 
engraved on brass plates which had been 
nailed onto the bottom of the boat; brass 
was used to make sure that it wouldn’t 
rust.  Then we completed a worksheet 
which included a word search. 
Next, we went to chill on the grass and 
watched some more people on the stage 
before we went back to the school.  
By Louise Cuthbertson 
 

 



 
FARRA NEWS SUMMER 2018 

In April 2018 Year 5 children of Benedict Biscop visited 
the new Wear crossing by bus and learnt how this 
fantastic bridge was built.  On the banks of the River 
Wear we had a hold of some of the pieces of the 
bridge. Luckily, we got to look at the bridge before 
anyone else. 

 
When we were there we all had a wonderful time and 
Louise Cuthbertson said, “I had the best time of my life 
and I can’t wait till it opens”.  
 
 

Some of the facts we learned:  
 

• Each little strand of strong metal was twisted together to make a stronger pole. 

• In the tall tube there was 60 – 77 poles in each and there were lots of tubes.  

• All the planning took from around the 90’s and it took the building process 3 years  
By Jack Greenwell  
 

What a wonderful Wear Crossing   
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At our school we went to Derwent Hill (in the Lake District) and worked together to complete challenges. 
This exciting week began on the 21st of May and ended on the 25th; we went there to challenge ourselves 
and each other at different tasks like: the death swing, gorge walking, canoeing and many more. 
 
Our first challenge was on the lake where we had to move our boat from the marina to the deserted 
island in the middle of the lake. On our arrival Neve said, ‘I had a fear of boats, but being with my friends 
helped me get over that and I had lots of fun’. 
 
Another amazing achievement was completing the death swing; it was a challenge for everyone. First, we 
got our harnesses and helmets, which were from the store room, then we walked to the big swing, 
everyone was feeling nervous (including the teacher) after the demonstration the instructor asked who 
would like to go first and many people volunteered, but one was chosen; after everyone had a go we 
went back to Derwent Manor to get some lunch, we had such a good time.  
 
By Grace Parkinson 

 

 

 

Daring Derwent  
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This year drama club at Benedict Biscop Academy were lucky enough to get chosen, out of 100 schools across 
the North East, to work with the Royal Shakespeare Company to put on the performance of Matilda the 
musical for our parents. We found out we were a Champion School in March and we were overjoyed! We 
performed it to our parents, friends and guests on the 5th of July in our incredible costumes! We were 
honoured to work with the best directors: Anna, Chris 
and Joe, they were all very helpful and very kind.  
 
During our rehearsal Chris said to us ‘you are one of the 
Best schools we have worked with!’ 
 

On the night, everyone was feeling excited as well as  
Nervous.  How would the performance go? We needn’t 
Have worried as we all did amazing and the audience  
loved it.  I hope to have another opportunity like this in 
the future.  
                     By Jessica Pearce  
 

 

Marvelous Matilda  
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New Silksworth Summer fete   

On July 11th, Mr. Peat and two students – Carys and Maddison – arrived at New Silksworth Primary.  
Farringdon Community Academy and numerous other groups were there running activities. For 
example, there was archery, football, face painting and many more. Even the firemen came.  It was all 
part of News Silksworth’s Summer fair. Which was why their news team were unable to join us, they 
were simply too busy! 
 
The activity our school brought was where you threw a ball onto a net and tried catching it when it 
bounced back, all within a twenty-second-time limit. As there were quite a few of the smaller children 
participating, there was an exception: depending on how young you were the rules of the scoring 
method may have changed slightly. There was a set distance marked by a black bag which was used to 
carry some of the equipment and if you were young enough you would score one point for hitting the 
marker and two points for catching it on its returning bounce. The marker was set roughly one metre 
away. However, the children were not the only ones having a go, parents and organisers had a go too. 
 
To make sure the activity ran smoothly, everybody was given a job to do: Mr. Peat was keeping track of 
the score, Maddison was keeping track of the time and Carys was handing balls to whoever was 
attempting the activity when the one they were using went off course. 
 
Before the activities even started though, the pupils attending Silksworth were performing rehearsed 
dance routines to the music coming from the speakers for all the parents to see. This gave everybody 
enough time to set up, check everything was working and have a go at some of the other activities too. 
 
It was a fabulous event and the students, staff and parent who came along had a really great time. We 
look forward to working with New Silksworth on our newsletter next year.  
 

 

Huge apologies 
although Carys took 

some photos Mrs Bird 
has ‘lost them’. 
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Farringdon and Mill Hill   

Although unable to join us this issue we’d like to thank Mill Hill and Farringdon for joining us 
earlier in the year. Here they are pictured back in March when they joined us for our BBC 
News Day. You can still see the work they produced (Podcasts) on our school website: 
www.farringdonschool.co.uk  

http://www.farringdonschool.co.uk/
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As we write this newsletter the Tall Ships event has commenced in preparation for the race to Esbjerg in 
Denmark beginning in Sunderland on Saturday 14th July 2018, many boats are docked at Sunderland port and 
are getting ready to begin in the race. The crew parade will be taking place on Thursday 12th July. Two of our 
Year 10 students, Lucy Laughlin and Jake Hart, have been given the opportunity of a lifetime to sail on the Tall 
Ships for two weeks on The Morgenstern. 

 

As part of this amazing experience, they have the chance to meet other young people sailing with them from 
all over the world. Everyone sailing has to do a watch, for four hours, day and night. Some of our previous 
students, Emily Bell and Anya Hughes, are also taking part in the Tall Ships Race. This will be a fantastic 
opportunity for everyone taking part!  Here’s some photos sent to us by Lucy … 

Tall Ships in Sunderland 
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“doctor, doctor, I keep thinking I’m a 
sheep!” 
“how do you feel” 
“very baaaaaaad.” 

What do athletes eat?  
Runner beans 

 

What’s wobbly and flies? 
A jelly-copter 

Where do you find baby soldiers? 
In the infant-ry 

What’s round white and smells 
awful? 
A Ping-Pong ball 

What’s yellow and has a really long 
neck?  
Giraffe-adil 

Why do giraffes have a really 
long neck? 
Because their feet smell 
 
 

What’s tall and wet and stands in the 
middle of Paris? 
Eiffel-shower 
 

What do you call an American 
drawing? 
A Yankee doodle 

Some Great ‘Bad’ Jokes 
What is a horse’s favorite game? 
Stable-tennis 

Why was the witch arrested for 
speeding? 
She was riding her broom-broom stick 

Have you heard of multi-story parking? 
It’s wrong on so many levels 

Why do cows wear bells? 
Because their horns don’t work 

“Knock knock “ 
“come in!” 
 
 

What runs across the floor with no legs? 
water 

What would you do if an elephant sat in 
front of you in the cinema? 
Miss most of the film 

Who wrote “making a vegetable Garden?” 
Rosa Carrots 
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Remembering the Ship yards  
Recently, we were lucky enough to interview an 
ex- shipyard worker from Sunderland who is 
actually Mrs. Parker’s (our office manager) father. 
He mentioned during the interview that he worked 
in Thompson and was one of the last people to 
work on the shipyards! He told us about the times 
in the shipyards and the jobs that were available 
there. 
He said: ‘back then, despite the lack of health and 
safety, the shipyards had a friendly and happy 
environment, where everyone got along’.  
After working in the shipyards, Mrs. Parker’s dad 
became a ‘care bear’ who looked after old ship 
parts once the shipyards had closed, so he was one 
of the last workers there. 
  

 

Facts about our Shipyards: 
• Once the shipyards had unfortunately closed down, there 

were security guards called ‘care bears’ to look after all 
unused and untouched ship parts! 

• When the ships were finished, they would be slid down a 

ramp, into the River Wear and create a huge wave which 
would drench the walkway and audience on the other side 

of the river. 

• Before the ships were launched into the water, there was 

planks of wood keeping them stable, and someone’s job 
was to actually hammer the last piece of wood to release 

the ship. 

• Most people would start working in the shipyards at the 
age of 13, and would make tea for the workers (they were 

called tea boys.) 

• There was no health and safety on sites, so if you got 

injured, you would be out of work. 

• Hundreds of people would gather to see the ship launches 

into the river. 



 

 

 

Suspendisse potenti! 
Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices 

posuere cubilia Curae; In vestibulum accumsan quam. Lorem 

ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Fusce vitae 

ipsum vehicula neque vehicula mattis. Pellentesque bibendum 

scelerisque ligula. Nulla ut nisl at nulla condimentum facilisis. 

Etiam commodo nulla non turpis. Sed a justo. Aenean gravida. 

Integer nulla. 

Lorem Ipsum! 

The Lorem Ipsums 
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Address Line 1 

Address Line 2 

Address Line 3 

Address Line 4 
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3D Animation 

Sunderland College Engineering and Science Day 
 
As part of the World of Work events for Y9 one of the students told us, “I went on the engineering trip 
and it was all about technology and how it’s improving throughout the years. It was really interesting for 
the people that are interested in engineering. We did activities and learned about things we could do in 
the future, also how it will benefit us and the environment.” 
 
 
 
 

We made two more other things, a rocket, which we did at the 
school and a chair at Bede College on Durham Road.  So, this is 
how we made the rocket; the shapes were just a cylinder, 
however, we stretched it to the height we wanted it to and then 
we added colour. Then last Thursday afternoon we went to Bede 
College and built a chair, this was a fantastic opportunity. 
 

Mrs Bird’s thoughts:  
Mrs Bird thought it was a great idea to work with 
the college.  Also, she was really impressed with 
Ethan, our main helper from the college; he was 
very kind and nice and only just 17 years old but 
was leading the students as if he’d taught for years!   
As blender is free to download you should give it a 
try www.blender.org We’ll hopefully work with the 
college again in September too.   
 
                             

 What is it? 

3d Animation is where you 
build things through an app. 
on a computer the one we 
used was called Blender.  On 
this fantastic app. we built 
snowmen and a Christmas 
Tree with presents.  This was 
great fun, however, it was a 
bit difficult.  

What else did we build? 
We built a snowman by using spheres and circles 
and ovals. The next part to that scene was a green 
Christmas tree we used a cone. The last thing we 
added to that scene was a few presents, for that 
we used cube shapes.  

http://www.blender.org/
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Students wrote stories that were published; here is an example 

of one:  

There was a noise coming from the basement. I grabbed my 

baseball bat and headed for the rusty old door, my friend close 

behind. The door opened with a creak .Who was down there?  I 

hastily walked down the stairs when I heard a blood-curding 

scream. I turned to face a closed door, covered in yellow goo.  I 

was alone where did Jack go? 

“Jack”, I called – no response. There was ooze everywhere, my 

hair stood on end, and I feared the worst. A tap on my shoulder, I 

turned … that was my mistake   Carys-Boal Wallace, Y8 

Another example:  
We heard a noise coming from the basement so 

we investigated the situation.  So we opened the door 

and saw scratches on the back of the door. We grabbed a 

flashlight and went down the stairs. We saw blood on the 

bannister. There was glass smashed on the floor then a 

faint scream. Suddenly, a footstep ran past me and a 

white figure appeared. Jack Donaldson, Y9 

‘’I thought the stranger sagas was a great idea and it 
inspired me to write more in my leisure time. I found 
it fun and was speechless when I received a letter 
asking for my work to be published along with some 
others, especially when you consider the odds of that 
happening.  It’s like a once in a life time chance and I 
made it’’ said Carys.  

Stranger Sagas 

The students involved were: Carys, Jack and Mia (see above) and also Katherine Rogers, 
James Roche, Kieron Thompson, Will Cape, Ellen Brown, Jake Hart, Lucy Laughlin, Harvey 

Metcalfe, Cory Burnett, Kristian Teesdale, Aaron Longhurst, Chloe Christie, Adam Herbert, 
Abby Wall. A huge well done to you all. 
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Fantastic France trip 
On Sunday the 8th July 41 students set off in a coach on Allendale 

Road ready to make their journey to France.  They were very 

excited because they have been waiting to go on this trip for a 

couple of months, as we write the newsletter they are currently in 

France probably sunbathing or at Disneyland Paris or somewhere 

else exciting. This is a great opportunity so if it comes up again you 

should go and visit this fantastic place, experience the French 

culture, taste French food and more … we’ve got a few images to 

show you that we’ve been sent. Matthew and Rebecca from news 

team are there so they’ll tell us more in the next issue.  

What activities are there? 
Rock climbing 

Barbeque 
Disneyland  

Hot pool  
Zip wire 

And much more   
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A few more photos … 
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The Day of the Dead is a festival in Mexico and 
around the world which celebrates dead ancestors.  
In English recently, Y7 wrote short stories about the 
festival which they acted out in groups, then 
everyone designed a mask as you can see from the 
pictures.  
Flynn Johnson told us “it was really fun, I especially 
enjoyed making the mask. I hadn’t heard of it 
before we did it. My story was about a boy who lost 
his mam but was able to speak to her on the ‘Day of 
Dead’ and was happy because he found out she was 
in a good place.” 
 
It was a great project for the department to run for 
Y7 and they’ll hopefully do it again next year.  

Day of the Dead 
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Debate Club  

At Debate Club we debate what YOU 

choose. Everyone gets a turn to speak their 

mind. 

 even if you disagree with what someone Miss Newsome 

The Parties 

Debate Club: 

Miss Newsome is always really fair and 
gives everyone an equal chance to 
debate. If you attended 5 or more 
sessions across a term you were 
awarded prizes – bronze, silver and gold 
awards (see Emma pictured below.) 
Debate Club starts again in Sept – see 
Miss Newsome if interested.  

Yet again if you had attended enough 
sessions you were invited to the end of 
term parties. Lots of eating, drinking and 
guess what – debating but this time we 
debated how we could make Debate 
Club even better! The parties are great 
fun but the news skills and new friends 
are even better! 

At Debate Club you can have fun debating. You 

simply hold up your Speaker Card and let the 

words naturally spill off your tongue! 
Unfortunately, Debate Club will not be resumed 

until September, so listen up for any information 

on when and where, get down and get debating! 



 
FARRA NEWS SUMMER 2018 

Emma Wallace told us: 

 ‘I enjoyed the Media course 

thoroughly. It was really interesting as 

we used cameras; boom mics and we 

used software to connect our short film 

together, plus lots more! It was a great 

day and I would love to do it again.’ 

Eliot Lawrence commented:  

‘I enjoyed the Trip because it was 

engaging and a good opportunity to see 

what you can do at college.’   

 

Beth Potter said:  
 
‘At the Taster Day, I took the engineering course. During both days 
we made our very own dice and learnt how to weld. Whilst we 
were making the finishing touches, we were taken out in groups to 
weld two pieces of metal together and see who the best was. We 
were taught how to use the different machinery in engineering 
and work with other students from other schools from round the 
area. I enjoyed both Taster Days and would like to go back.’ 
 
Liam Mallam told us:  
 
‘I really enjoyed the day out as I really found the music course 
there interesting and fun. The equipment and opportunities at the 
College were far better than any other College I have been to.’   

Bede College Taster Day: 
Elliot: 
It was good as they had 
great facilities similar to 
Bede offering other 
fantastic opportunities 
with great stuff to help 
you with 
anything. 

Liam: 
 

All the 
facilities in 
both 
experiences 
were all  
perfect.   
 

Beth: 
I took Forensic Science and 
Painting with Light. We 
worked as Scientists to 
work out a murder. We 
also made our own 
fingerprints, took pictures 
and used Photoshop to 
combine the photos 
together. It was fun. 

Media Course New College Durham: 
4 Year 10 Students told us of how they were inspired on their trips: 

 

Emma: 
“For the morning I took 
part in the game design  
course and in the 
afternoon 
I did graphic design. Both 
sessions were fun and 
interesting and gave me 
more of an idea what I 
want to do when I’m 
older.” 
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Craft Club 
Craft Club have done a lot of great things 
this year. As you can see we’ve made 
candles, phone holders and key rings from 
old jeans, currently we’re practicing 
calligraphy which we hope will lead to card 
making next year when we’re going to work 
on making ‘rag rugs’.  
 
We’ve sold some of the things we’ve 
created at parent’s evenings and recently 
we got out first commission, the love heart 
you see pictured was made for Mr Horsley 
for his daughter’s wedding. Mr Young also 
helped us with this.  
 
If you’re interested in joining please speak 
to Mrs Marshall.  Or if you have any great 
ideas for things we could make / things you 
could donate – material, buttons, wool, 
cotton etc we’d love to hear from you! 
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FutureMe at SoL  
Some of our Y9 boys presented their Future Me Enterprise Challenge at the Stadium of 

Light this week after working with the Foundation of Light and won the challenge. A huge 

congratulations to them, we hope to take part in the programme again next year too.  
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What’s on at the Theatre 
2018/2019: 

It’s unlikely you’re going to want to go to the 
Theatre in the summer, but here are things for 
those days when you’ve had just enough Sun…. 

 

 

The amazing Birmingham Royal 
Ballet brings you …Beauty and the 
Beast. You will be pointing your 
own toes as you experience The 
Tale as Old as Time that everyone 
simply adores. A story everyone 
knows so well told to you through 
dance. Enjoy the music that lifts 
you off your feet as you 
experience the magic that 
appears off the tip of the 
Dancer’s Pointes.  

Everyone’s favorite story by Michael 
Morpurgo, War Horse is a story of a 
Boy and his Horse and their journey. 
You will laugh, cry and enjoy the tale 
that has won Awards and is his best-
known book, known worldwide. You 
will LOVE it!  

 
 

Enjoy!!! 
 

 
  
 
  

Lights! Camera! Action! If you are 
looking for a good time then get 
yourself down to watch Kathleen 
Knox’s School Of Dance perform 
dances that will tickle your fancy. 
You’ll be clapping along to the beat 
wishing you could join in yourself! 
You’ll send your child there as 
soon the Show is over! 

You will soon fall in love with this 
magical musical. Prepare to be 
taken on a journey of love, 
friendship and trust with a few 
toe-tapping songs thrown in 
along the way. Sit back and relax 
as you are captivated by the 

spell of the award-winning 
Musical, Wicked! 
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After lots of encouraging and 

exercising, everyone was 

allowed to cool down… with 

free rides! Along with this, 

they bought ice cream (after 

going on the rides, of course) 

and enjoyed the sun. One 

highlight was Mrs McColloch 

going on a version of the 

Shock Wave. Everyone’s faces 

were hilarious while on every 

ride, although, they all loved 

having free rides and the best 

break that they’d ever had.  

 

Free Period Rules! 

Over Thursday 28th and Friday 29th of June, primary 

children from across Sunderland came to Barnes Park 

and participated in a rowing event set up by our 

school. 

On the Friday, with Mr Wilkinson and Mrs McCulloch, 

six Y8 students were offered the chance to help out. 

These pupils were: Carys B-W, Emma E, Katherine R, 

Ruby W, Kate G and Maddison W.  They split 

themselves between four rowing machines, with four 

primary children for each team. Many schools hit 2000 

metres and quite a few hit even more! The goal was to 

reach Denmark, 471 miles away. 

 

Across the two days, the kids reached Hull (83 miles) 

and every team did their very best. Between each 

team, there was a competition to get the most metres. 

and the best out of all teams out of all of the schools 

got 4328 metres. Congrats to all schools for reaching Hull! 

 

Barnes Park Tall Ships 
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Jordan Henderson’s Success  
Did you know? 

Jordan Henderson, highly 

successful Liverpool and 

England player, used to come to 

our school. Some teachers that 

are here remember teaching 

him. Imagine that, teaching 

somebody that was going to be 

famous in the future.  A news 

reporter came to our school 

from ITV news to show how the 

school hadn’t ever changed 

from pushing its students to 

reach their dreams. Everyone 

here at Farringdon is so proud 

and happy of how far Jordan has 

gone, and is still going! 

One P.E. teacher here who 
taught Jordan is Mr Robinson, 
who was recorded in an 
interview.  
Jordan is a huge role model to, 
not just sport lovers, but 
anyone who wants to reach 
their goal and be the best that 
they can be. 
When Mr Robinson was 
interviewed Jordan’s teacher 
from East Herrington Primary 
was also here and was 
interviewed too.  
Although England didn’t win the 
World Cup this time it is closer 
than we’ve come since our 
1966 victory. We’re on the right 
path and next time maybe it will 
be ‘coming home’. 

Excellence through Endeavour 
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Primary and Secondary Tennis 

Secondary 
Three secondary schools fought in many fierce 
tennis battles, Farringdon vs two other schools. 
This was also at the Sunderland Tennis Centre, but 
outside. There were both astro turf and hard courts 
to play on. The day ended with some fun doubles, 
and many of the other schools had students who 
had played for years but everyone had fun playing 
against different kinds of players on different 
surfaces. Even though we came 3rd, we tried our 
best and showed the other schools our skills. 
 

Sports Snippets 

Primary 
Several primary schools had different year groups 
enter in a tennis tournament at the Sunderland 
Tennis Centre’s indoor courts. The team with the 
highest points in a section of the city went on to a 
further part of the competition. The young 
students were split so that in each group there 
was a student from each school. These groups 
were then given a secondary school student to 
monitor their games and record their scores. 

Both on the 9th July, there was a Sunderland 
Athletics competition and a Primary festival. 

The staff football team played against the 
Seaham staff. Mr Douglas scored first, and 
we won in the end 4-2 to us! Go Farra 
footballers. 

The Y8 students Leah, Carys, Maddie, 
Katherine, Amy, Chloe, Courtney and Alicia 
worked with Year 2 students to do events 
such as the 100m sprint, long distance and 
throwing. This was on Friday 15th June. Also, 
we helped with an Olympic day for Year 3s. 

Aeiron helped Year 5s to play cricket, 
refereeing and helping them to improve 
their skills. He quotes: “It is good to be a 
sports leader, especially showing the kids 
how to play cricket.” 

Tuesday 15th and Thursday 17th May, our 
school participated in the Sunderland 
schools cricket tournament. 

Victoria helped to represent Sunderland in 
the Tyne and Wear swimming gala, where 
one boy from our school got to the final. 

At the Sunderland Schools Primary Athletics 
competition, Aeiron and Ben officiated for 
the schools. 
 

On Monday 25th June, Jak and Alex 
officiated a Primary World Cup football 
tournament, hosted at our school 
 
 
 

Our school also competed on Thursday 24th 

May at the Sunderland Schools Athletic 
championships.  

School Pride Helping out 
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Sports Leadership 
When three students were selected to take a trip out of school for a sports day, none of them could 

have guessed what would happen next… 

The Tennis Centre 

When the students – Maddison W, Katherine R and Carys 

B-W - arrived at the Sunderland Tennis Centre, by taking 

the school bus, they were taken upstairs straight away. 

Here, they were given a shirt depending on which school 

they went to (dark blue for secondary and light blue for the 

primary) as well as a water bottle. Once the shirts were on 

there were tables ready and waiting.  

After everyone was ready, a greeting and an introduction 

was given to everybody by none other than Jenna Downing, 

a world famous female inline skater. This was then 

followed by a quick test of reaction time. 

Once everything had heated up, a friendly game of competitive rock, paper, and scissors began. The 
loser had to follow the winner around, cheering them on until they lost or they beat the last person. 
Afterwards, when the victor was declared, everyone was split into two teams for some more fiery 
sport. Then when that was finished, secondary schools paired up with primary schools to design a 
poster, performance and slogan – which was then shown to the teachers. Before that, however, the 
participants were asked to form groups together and design a person with things to identify the traits 
of a good role model to then be put on display until the end of the day. Finally, the schools went back 
to their tables to sort out and jot down ideas for the future to get ‘Girls Active’. These lucky students 
came to Sunderland Tennis Centre because they were selected to start, or continue, a sports council. 
 

Exercise with New Friends 

Sports Day 
As you know we’ve just held our first ever House Sports Day. We were almost 

rained off but in true ‘Farra style’ we showed resilience and didn’t let it stop us.   
Have a look at the images on the next few pages.  Well done to Crown who won 

with 141 points; Thompson who came second with 119 and Laing and Austin who 
were joint third with 117 each.  One of the highlights was definitely the tug of war! 
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And the 
winners are … 

CROWN 
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In the house spirit – banners and 
posters – cheering each other on! 
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Alice has just been selected for 

the Europeans which are to be 

held in Malta in October. Due to 

work commitments, her mum 

says they will have to leave Malta 

on the Sunday. This means that 

Alice will only be in the individual 

categories. There is also a chance 

of Alice going to the worlds in 

Bratislava next June, but the 

family need to make sure her A 

Levels will be finished by then. 

EX Student Alice - Karate Star 
Alice has trained in Shotokan Karate for twelve years. For the 
last five years was already pretty much to be selected for 
England Kata Squad, but then she was fortunate enough to 
be asked to compete for England at the WUKF World 
Championships! This took place in Dundee in June. There 
were over 2800 competitors from 41 different countries, 
including USA, Romania, South Africa, Argentina and Brazil. 
Alice herself described it all as “an amazing experience”, 
saying that she “felt very proud to be representing England.” 
In the opening ceremony at Dundee Ice Arena, Alice took 
part and marched along with the other England competitors 
and with athletes from all around the world. She said it was 
“an experience I’ll never forget.” 
 
She competed in Individual Cadet Shotokan Kata – which she 
had never competed in such a large event before. Naturally, 
she was extremely nervous. Reaching the semi-finals, Alice 
managed to Place 10th in the world. She also competed in 
Team and Rotation Kumite events with three other girls from 
her squad. 
 
In both events they managed to take gold, beating Romania 
in the finals. The team were presented with their medals by 
none other than the chairman of WUKF. They stood in the 
winning position on the podium while the National Anthem 
played to the whole arena. 

http://www.stickaz.com/en/community/12290-keep-pushing.html
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