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Head’s Comment 
Welcome to the final edition of ‘Farra News’ for this 
school year. It has been a busy, but very positive end to 

term.  
We have worked with both Y5 and Y6 in the past few 

weeks, giving them a taste of secondary school life.  
Our Y10’s had a ‘College Taster Day’ and received their 

‘mock results’ so that right from the start of Y11 they 
have the knowledge they need to reach their personal 

best.   

Y8 also went on a trip to Whitby, Y10 visited York to 
watch a production of Shakespeare’s Hamlet at The 

Globe Theatre. As we go to press there is also a group of 
students in France, you’ll hear more about that in the 

next newsletter.  
This week alone we have had Sports Day and 
Governors Awards which were both fantastic. We have 

raised over £500 from our Sports Day Personal 
Development fundraiser for our local MIND charities, 

which is an amazing achievement by our school 
community.  

On the following page you’ll see arrangements for the 
start of term in September as well as a handy list of all 
our holidays, as we will do not authorize any holidays 

during term time.  We will be having a huge push on 
improving attendance from September. It is proven that 

high attendance links to good results.  
 

Enjoy your summer. We look forward to welcoming 
our new Y7’s in September.  
  

 
 

Regards, 

Neal Holder 

Head Teacher 

If you have any / school events that you think we 

should include in future issues, please contact 

lorraine.bird@farringdonca.net or speak to one of the 

news team around school. 

mailto:lorraine.bird@farringdonca.net


 

 

Term Dates 19-20 

 

Autumn term 1                  = Wednesday 4th September 2019 - Friday 25th October 2019 
Half term holiday               = Monday 28th October 2019 – Friday 1st November  

Autumn term 2                  = Monday 4th November 2019 – Friday 20th December 2019 
Christmas holidays            = Monday 23rd December 2019 – Friday 3rd January 2020 

Spring term 3                     = Tuesday 7th January 2020 - Friday 14th February 2020 
Half term holiday               = Monday 17th February 2020 – Friday 21st February 2020 

Spring term 4                     = Monday 24th February 2020 – Friday 3rd April 2020* 
Easter holidays                   = Monday 6th April 2020 – Friday 17th April 2020  

Summer term 5                  = Tuesday 21st April 2020 – Friday 22nd May 2020 
Half term holiday               = Monday 25th May 2020 – Friday 29th May 2020 

Summer term 6                  = Monday 1st June 2020 – Friday 17th July 2020 
Summer holidays               = Begins Monday 20th July 2020  
 
*Good Friday-10th April; Easter Mon-13th April. 

Our INSET Days for staff training will be Tues 3rd Sept; Mon 6th Jan; Mon 20th April. 

Please also see the attendance letter on the following page. 
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Get ahead for Sept … 
All GCSE students and teachers now have 
free access to Seneca - a revision and 

homework platform making studying more 

fun. Seneca is an interactive way to learn 

official course content. Their web app covers 

150+ exam board specific courses condensing 
what students need to know for their exams. 

The software is able to identify gaps in 
learning. For instance, when you get a 

question wrong, the platform will repeat the 
topic in different formats and their smart 
algorithm has proven to make students 

remember topics 2x faster. Seneca is totally 

free for students, teachers and parents. You 

can sign up via senecalearning.com 

 
Remember, the staff at Farringdon are here to 
help you and will support in every way they 

can, but your independent learning and skills 
are vital to achieving your personal best.  

http://j66y81nz.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/http:%2F%2Fsenecalearning.com/1/01020169a1074246-7b4ef0c4-94a9-468e-ad7e-7d9a383e75bd-000000/BVDd63ws1o0uawPAxLqinXkXMaE=102


 

Dear parent / carer 

Our whole school attendance for this academic year is a cause for concern.  It was highlighted by Ofsted as a 

priority for improvement.  Ofsted praised teaching and learning developments, they praised the quality of 

work in our students’ books and in the main, they were impressed by behaviour around the site. 

The bottom line for our school is that our GCSE results will only improve rapidly if our attendance levels are in 

with or better than national average.  National average for attendance is 95% and our attendance this year is 

91.7%. 

As a result, we are introducing new attendance measures to ensure that we are giving all of our students the 

best chance of achieving their full potential.  Can I direct you to our school website where we have the 

updated Attendance Policy. 

Key Changes are: 

• Form Tutor to discuss weekly attendance with students – this needs to be recorded in planner 

• Attendance award to be given weekly for 100% attendance for that week (10 points) 

• If a student’s attendance drops below 96%, Form Tutor to discuss with child and fill out attendance 

monitoring sheet.  This should be passed to HoH and put in pastoral file.   

•  If a student’s attendance drops below 95%, HoH to discuss with child and fill out attendance 

monitoring sheet and discuss with attendance team. (No further absences for a child with attendance 

of less that 95% will be authorised without medical evidence.) 

• HoH then cross references with Deputy Headteacher that attendance officers have issued an Initial 

letter of concern. 

• After Initial letter of concern, stage 1 to be activated if there is a further absence within 10 school 

days.  Parents will be invited in for a stage 1 meeting with our attendance officer and Early Help to be 

offered to Stage 1 families. 

• Stage 1 students to be monitored and stage 2 to be put in place if students have a further absence 

within 10 school days.  At this point, parents will be invited in for a meeting with our attendance 

officer and Deputy Headteacher. 

• No absences on Fridays will be authorised without medical evidence as our attendance dips by up to 

5% on Fridays 

• Attendance issues to be discussed at parents’ evenings 

• Weekly attendance draw in assembly for Bridges vouchers 

• If a tutor group receives best attendance on 5 occasions, a reward breakfast is awarded 

• Weekly attendance updates on school’s social media 

These measures are being put in place to ensure our students achieve their full potential.  If you have any 

concerns about your child that will impact on their attendance then please let us know so we can put in 

appropriate support. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Ellie= I would like to go to Florida so I can visit Disney Land. 

Sam = I want to go on a cruise ship as it is calm and peaceful. 

Shannon = Paris would be a nice place to visit because I would like to see the Eiffel Tower.  

Sophie = I would go to Turkey because it is warm and nice to look at. 

Emma = The Lake District could be fun as I love long walks and trees. 

Victoria= South Korea sounds cool and I love travelling. 

Carys = I also would really like to go to South Korea due to its great culture. 

Courtney= South Korea because of its great music called K-Pop. 

Amy= Living in a cabin, surrounded with nature and quiet, would make me really happy. 

Danielle= Japan because of its great scenery and beautiful plants. 

Lucy= Japan it’s very pretty to look at. 

Molly= I want to travel the world. 

Charlotte= I like the Lake District because I am able to go on long walks. 

Emma  = I want to go to Canada as it is pretty and I have always wanted to go there  

Mrs Bird = The Isle of Skye is quiet with very few kids. Hah! 😊  

Miss Hughes = I’d love to travel the world – too many places I’d like to see! 

Meet The News Team 
As usual we would like to introduce the News Team. We asked ‘what would your 

dream holiday be if you had infinite amounts of money?  

This is what they said: 

 

From Sept we will meet twice a half term and have some full days to produce our online 

newsletters. We hope to publish October, January, March, May and July. March will be a little 
different as it is national BBC News Day so we’ll create a weblink in a day.   
 

INTERESTED? 
If you want to join the News 
Team, you will be asked to 

write an article on something 
positive about the school. It 

could be about your lessons, 
trips or events that have 
happened recently in 

Farringdon. It must be at least 
250 words. Once it has been 

completed, hand the article 
over to Mrs. Bird or Miss. 

Hughes. This opportunity is 
open to all KS3 students 
(sorry KS4 – unless you’re 

already on the team! 
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You should also be aware of Mrs Evans in the Learning Zone; Miss Hughes and Mrs 

Marshall, both in D Block as they are also key members of staff who will support you. 
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An Introduction to some 

staff you need to know  
Austin 

Head of House: 

Mrs Harris 
 

Progress Leader: 

Mrs Whittington 
 

SLT Link: 

Mrs Clay 

Crown 
Head of House: 

Mrs Owen 

 

Progress Leader: 

Miss Charters 
 

SLT Link: 

Miss Leach 

Thompson 
Head of House: 

Miss Phillips 
 

Progress Leader: 
Mr Waller 

 

SLT Link: 

Miss McCrudden 

Laing 
Head of House: 

Mrs Cinnamond 
 

Progress Leader: 
Miss Summerley 

 

SLT Link: 
Ms Reay 

See images on the next page: 
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Unfortunately, we have some teachers leaving us at the end of this academic year. 

As per usual, we wanted to say a goodbye and wish them all the luck. 

Mrs Forbes 
 

I came to Farringdon as a student History teacher on my long practice, 
so when there was a vacancy for a humanities teacher of RE and 
History I stayed, and here we are 17 years later. 

 
I am going to be semi-retired. i will be  doing some work with the Local 

Authority on the things I love to teach and talk about, that is Religious 
Education and SMSC (particularly Citizenship and PHSE). I wont be 

teaching but working with teachers in Primary and Secondary schools 
helping them to deliver great lessons. When I am not working I am 
going to spend more time with my husband walking in the countryside 

and doing my garden. As well as spending more time in Scotland with 
our daughter. 

 
 I have lots of great memories from my time at Farringdon, far too many to mention (i could write a 

book!). I have been lucky enough to have been involved in some great trips with students, having been 
to Krakow in Poland twice both times including trips to Auschwitz. I remember in particular trying to 
get 90 students on one of those bendy buses, which was already full of passengers that were funny. As 

well as the Battlefields of France and Belgium, when I remember one pupil asking me if Hitler was 
killed during WW1 when he was a messenger in the trenches.   

 
I will miss the great conversations that often happen with pupils in my RE lessons. Young people have 

great minds and when we get time to talk about the 'big questions' the amazing stuff you all come out 
with can have me laughing out loud or moved to tears. I will miss colleagues who have been great 
supports and fun over the years. 

Mrs William 

 
I have worked at Farringdon or fourteen years. I am leaving to pursue 

a new career- developing my own upholstery and up cycling business 
called Reinvented with Love.  
 

One of my favourite memories of Farringdon was dressing up as an 
Elf with Miss Thompson and dancing around the school hall during a 

Christmas assembly... I even got Miss Thompson to do a little dance!! 
I will miss all the staff and my dance studio. Although I won’t miss 

asking everyone to take their shoes and socks off! 
 



 

 

Miss Patterson 

 

I have worked in Farringdon for 12 years. I feel I’ve done all I can 
do here and it’s time for a new challenge. I will be moving to North 
Tyneside in September to teach Hospitality and Catering and Level 

3 Health and Social Care. There has been a lot, Derwent Hill with 
y7, army residential with Mr Wilkinson, the resilience days at 

Gibside and the first Y11 leaver’s video (Don’t Leave Me This 
Way).   My best memories are of my forms, I’ve had three great 

ones, one once his in my cupboards so I’d think they’d left early on 
the last day. I’ll miss my department (Mrs Scott, ‘my big sis 

‘especially!)  

 
 

 

If you want to watch the video go to 

:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_

il3FDMbvc 

 

Farringdon School YouTube page. 

Mrs Todd (again!) 

 
I started in September 2001 and was here until 2009 but then came 

back. Then stayed until 2011 working for the English department 
as a supply. After I decided to leave for six years in July 2012. 

Despite this I came back in 2018 and I worked in the science and 
English department as supply. In total I have worked at 
Farringdon for thirteen years. In September I’m going to work for 

a Christian charity called Hope spring North East, which provides 
an education service for mainly ks4 pupils who have struggled in 

mainstream schools. It’s to give them a safe environment to work 
for the pupils who have been of school for emotional or behavior 

problems to deal with these personal difficulties. Staff became my 
friends but feel like my family. A dog came into school and cause 
havoc at b block. I received a message from an ex student who is 

training to be a paramedic who is doing something great. 
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We would also love to say a big hello to Ruby Rose Truman and 

congratulations to Mrs Truman for having her second baby being 
born of a weight of 7ib and 13oz. Hoping that Mrs Truman is 
enjoying her maternity leave with a calm baby instead of  hordes of 

argumentative teenagers!! Have a good year.  

We look forward to welcoming these new staff to our school in September. These include: 

Mrs Creegan- ASTL in English 

Mrs Graham-Temp. English teacher 

Miss Birkett-NQT science 

Mr Keilty-NGT science  

Miss Zalas-Teacher of computer science 

Miss Stockton-Teacher of humanities 

Mr Roberts-ASTL of humanities 

Miss Kelsey-Math’s teacher 

And a big welcome back to Mrs Abernathy from maternity leave. Talking of babies … 

Mr College 

 
I don’t know what I will be doing next but what I do know is I will 

miss my form and their insight. Also, the ability to watch my Y7’s 

grow in the Science Department especially. 
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Wednesday 17th July 2019 

  Governors 

Awards 

 At the end of this year, we celebrate some of the students who achieved above and beyond in our 
annual Governors Awards. There was a wide range of award, such as:  Maths, English, Humanities, 

KS4 Subjects, PE and House awards. All Subject Awards were given for most progress made and 
biggest level of effort across the year. There were also Head of House Awards and Awards for the 
PD programme. Mr. Holder attended to give his Head teachers Award to Archie Smith (below). It 

was great to see the joy of students, but also parents and teachers as pupils received awards. All in 
all, the night was very enjoyable, and everyone was so proud of their achievements. Please see the 

following pages for some images of our amazing winners.  
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Well done to every one 

that got an award 😊 



 

 

Year 11 Leavers 
Assembly 
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On the 21st of June, all of our Y11s were invited back into school for their Leavers assembly, to 

reminisce on the last 5 years they have spent in Farringdon and celebrate after all the hard work 

they have done in the past year for their GCSEs. After meeting up in the dining hall to sign shirts 

and speak to their friends, the students headed over to the school hall while photos of them 

throughout the years (including some embarrassing ones) were shown on the screen. The 

assembly began with a heartfelt message from Mrs. Harris on behalf of all the heads of houses, as 

well as one from Mr. Holder, then a series of awards voted for by the teachers followed. Firstly 

there were some serious awards such as high attendance (which many people achieved), ‘Wise 

Head on Young Shoulders’ (awarded to Faye Goldsmith) and  ‘Excellence Through Endeavour’ 

(won by Eve Lewer), but then there were some funnier ones like ‘Best Hair’ and ‘Better Late 

Than Never’. After the assembly the students headed into the yard to get a full year group photo 

and individual photos with their friends and teachers. 

 

We hope you all have a fun and safe summer and to see a lot of happy faces on results day when 

you get the grades that you want and deserve. Good luck Y11! 

Year 11 Class of 2019 
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Mr. Turney’s Maths Class 

Mr. Waller’s Maths Class 



 

 

CLASS OF 2019 – GOOD LUCK 
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Prom 2019 
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On the 28th of June, our Y11s came together for the last time to celebrate leaving school at 

their prom. All of the students scrubbed up well in their fabulous dresses and smart suits- 

much better than their look in GCSEs- throughout the day, and then met with their friends 

to travel to Ramside Hall. As people arrived we saw a variety of glamorous entrances from 

cars to limos and even motorbikes, and the students posed for photos outside the building 

(luckily the weather was perfect) before going in for welcome drinks. The night began with 

a 2-course meal- a roast dinner for main and a dessert of chocolate brownie and ice cream- 

which everyone thought was delicious. The students then spent some time enjoying the 

photo booth and photographer, which were both at the venue, before the lights were 

dimmed and the music started.  

 

For the rest of the night there was a lot of dancing- from both the students and the teachers- 

until the time had come for everyone to say their goodbyes and continue the celebrations 

with their friends. Overall it was a great night that everyone enjoyed and we are sure they 

will remember it forever.  
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Recently Y10’s have had a lot going on including college visits and mock results. The results 

were given in fifth period on Thursday 11th July 2019.  There were many smiles. We hope that 
the student’s results are what they wanted and if not got the wake-up call to knuckle down to 
get better results in the future. It isn’t too late for anyone, but you have to want to do it and 

come back focused. You can do it new Y11’s! 

YEAR 10 MOCK RESULTS 



 

 

A good luck for those going into Y11! And 

for future mocks and then the real GSCE’s 

now in less than 12 months (gulp!!) 😊 
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Careers event at SoL 
 On June 24th 2019, Y9 students attended a community 
wide event, this event helped build confidence in attaining 

a career for so many pupils from different schools. In the 
morning Farringdon pupils had an interviewing workshop, 
this is where they were split into small groups and did little 

tasks to help build their understanding of the interviewing 
process. In the afternoon they went to the careers fair, 

where they walked around stalls that the different careers 
choices had organised to help show the many different 

options to choose from. To guide the students through 
their options for when they leave school, they went round 
the fair and met different colleges and businesses. They 

used information booklet and freebies to guide us and 
secure that we get the best future possible. After we ask 

students what they thought about the career trip, one 
student, Chloe Christie (pictured) said: ‘‘it was fun and 
very educational. It helped me with my choices for when I finish school.’’ Another student called 

Alicia Preece said ‘‘it was educational and it showed us we have so many options to help us with my 

future.’’ 
 

 

On Wednesday 10th July 2019, our 

librarian Mrs Hughes turned 50; to 
celebrate this special event some of our 

staff and students threw her a big party in 
the library with food, cake, balloons and 
presents. Pupils from news team, 

librarians and library regulars were 
invited along with current and past staff, 

who have had the pleasure to becomes 
friends with Mrs Hughes across the years. 

We asked Mrs Hughes what she thought 
about turning 50 and she said ‘’I don’t 
mind being 50, it turns out it is actually 

pretty good!’’ 

Mr and Mrs 
Robe who 

used to work 
here pictured 

with Ms 
Hughes 

The Big 50 
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Gambia  
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In 2020, Farringdon Community Academy and the Box Youth will be continuing a tradition of taking 

Y11 to Gambia; this trip would be available for our current year 9s. This will be exciting, but 

challenging. This trip is not a holiday, but instead an opportunity to see and help those who are less 

fortunate, it will also build up skills and confidence. You will need to spend 10 days in a warm climate 

country, away from family and friends. If you are in Y9 and you want to join project Gambia 2020, 

you needed to collect an application form from Mr. Waller (Thompson’s progress manager). On the 

form will be questions you needed to fill in to help the interviewers learn a bit about you. If the 

interviewer liked your application you will be chosen for a face-to-face interview where they ask more 

questions about you and project Gambia. This year everyone who applied got chosen and now he or 

she has got to raise £1,450 to cover all cost of flight, accommodation and food, this can be raised by a 

number of fund raising events, like bag packs, car washes, raffles and many other events of your 

choice, however before you arrange the events you must check with the box youth, to make sure it is 

authorized. 

Zoe being 

interviewed 



 

 

 

University Trip 
 
Recently, some of our Y8 students visited Northumbria University with Miss. Summerley. The 
first time they walked into the building, everyone was shocked for words. The artwork was 
amazing and creative. As they were walking around the first floor, they came across so many 

wonderful things, made by hand. 

On the description board it told you how long it took for them to build it and design it. Some 

took months and some took years but it was definitely worth it! Everyone thought they were 
really talented. They were also surprised that mostly girls were involved and not so many boys. It 
was so nice to see girls doing constructive work! As they moved on, they saw some of the 

children’s own inventions. A favorite out of the two chairs had to be the first one because of the 
design. The only problem was that if you were going to sit on it, it would be uncomfortable. The 

second one was perfect for your garden.   
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As they carried on moving, building to building, they 
found a room filled with artwork and miniature buildings 

made out of cardboard and plastic. It was so amazing 
that they were able to make these. The students loved all 

the artwork on the walls. They were so inspiring to see 
and we were so interested. We didn’t want to leave but 
after half an hour we had to get ready and return to 

school.  

We walked out of the building doors, 
passing all the detailed statues and 
walking across the bridge to the school 

bus. The journey was a nice calm ride 
back to school.  

The students that went were: 
 

Estee Schonewald 
Amie Lee 

Hannah Maughan  
Jake Fairs  

Max Cowley  
Nikita Harding 
Olivia Woodcock 

Shannon Christie 
Jack Forster 

Ryan Soper  

Reece Clark 

Ellie Powell   

Katie Monarch 

Miss Summerley held this trip and it was a pleasure to go and see the 

wonderful work of the university students. 
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FRANCE TRIP 

2019 
In the last week of term this July, Mrs 

Leyson has organised a fun, 
educational trip to France for some 

Y7s, 8s and 9s. The trip includes lots 
of amazing opportunities and visits 

such as: visiting a market, making 
crepes, visiting Parc Asterix and 
Disneyland Paris!  

 
This will give the students an 

opportunity to practice speaking to 
people in French, get to know each 
other more and have more 

confidence. The trip will be an 
incredible experience and lots of 

amazing memories will be made. 

           S U M M E R  2 0 1 9  

Here are some photos from 

the visit in 2018 

We’ll report on this trip fully in our October Newsletter. 
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 On Monday 27th May, The 
Customs House down in 
South Shields opened up 

an art gallery for young 
artists aged 11-25. A couple 

of students from our school 
entered their work and had 

it displayed.  
 
From the 27th of May to the 

29th of June, an entire room 
was dedicated to filling its 

walls with a variety of 
different art works from 
many different people. 

There were paintings, drawings, oil pastel work etc., all nicely framed. There was even a place 
reserved for crediting those who participated in the event. 

 

The exhibition was open for anyone and everyone to come and pay a visit. This included friends, 
relatives and those who were attending other events held. Carys, one of the people who entered, 
gave some information on her experience. “It was really great. When I went down on the first day, I 

felt really inspired. There were so many people and some really great art too” 
 

Finally June 29th rolled around and everybody had to collect their work and take it home.   

Art Takeover 



 

 

 

Friends and family of all the Y11 students who took Art GCSE were invited to view the amazing 
artwork. The students spent countless hours planning, preparing, and completing their art, all for the big 
display in D block. There must have been many nerves surrounding the students, as many people walk 

through D block and see the work on the wall. 

School Art 
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Y5 Golden Ticket! 

Earlier in the month Y5s from East Herrington received a chocolate bar that contained a golden ticket. 
They came to Farringdon Community Academy to take part in a bunch of activities. They designed a 

chocolate bar wrapper, they filmed an advert advertising their chocolate. After all their amazing work 
they got a break. When they came back from their break they went to do some packaging then they 

went to do some sweet making, with each task they did they got a sticker and at the end of every task 

the teacher in charge of that task would choose a group that did the best work would get a STAR 
STICKER at the end. When they left the teachers count up who had the most points and who had the 

most points got a prize.  
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Mill Hill also got a chocolate bar and inside was a GOLDEN TICKET to allow them to come to Farringdon 

Community Academy to participate in a variety of activities. Including making sweets and making an advert 

to advertise their chocolate bar/sweets and after they left the teachers counted the points on the booklet they 

were given and who had the most got a prize delivered to their school.  

Finally, Farringdon Primary also got a chocolate bar 
and inside was also a golden ticket to allow them to 

come to Farringdon Community Academy to 
participate in a variety of activities including making 

packaging and designing the wrapper for their 

chocolate bar/sweets and after they left the teachers 
counted the points on the booklet they were given 

and who had the most got a prize delivered to their 

school. 

Our Y5’s from Mill Hill, East Herrington and Farringdon joined us 

recently after they received and invite to visit ‘Willy Wonka’s World’. 



 

 

 

S U M M E R  2 0 1 9  

Recently, students from Farringdon 
Community Academy assisted the Y6 children 
in their induction day. To help them transition 

to secondary school better, the primaries visited 
Farringdon for two days.  

The highlight of their time here was all the 
science experiments they were shown and 

completed with the help of Mr. Ellison and Ms. 
Sinclair. Also Mrs. Bird led a Media lesson 
where pupils had to come up with a new idea in 

an existing campaign. They experienced an Art 
lesson and lessons in Maths, English and Food. 

They spent their final afternoon in PE. There 
was lots of excitement and the Y6 pupils 

enjoyed their time at Farringdon. 
Hopefully, all the students are excited and now 
looking forward to their new school in 

September. But as expected, the pupils will be 
nervous for the big step up to secondary from 

primary. After the induction days they should 
feel more confident to start a new chapter of 

their school career. 

Year 6 Induction Days 



 

 

 

Ex – Student Amazing Art  
Charlotte Eastick and Aoife McKeown, both ex-news team members came in to help out and 
designed a certificate to give to they Y5 visitors. I’m sure you’ll agree it looks fabulous.  

  

Both girls have just finished their 
A Levels and await results in 
August. Aoife is going to study 

Film and Theatre Production at 
the Northern School of Art in 

Hartlepool. Charlotte is going to 
take a year out to get creative 

designing cards, bookmarks and 
more. Look out as she might be 
at a craft stall near you selling 

her amazing work. Thanks, so 
much for your help with news 

team. 
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Primary news 
We had the pleasure to have Farringdon Academy Inspires 
in with us on Thursday 11th July 2019. The students were 
respectful and the teacher with them was lovely towards me. 

They came to tell us about their news at their school, they 
kindly helped us out by bringing in what they were going to 

type up so they typed up their stories and moved onto the 
green screen where they had a lot of fun filming. Keep 

reading to find out what they typed about. 

 

 

 

 

 

F.A.I 

The students 
were: 

Ethan Baxter, 
Calleigh Rose, 

Harry Judson 
The supporter 

was: 
The children did 

so well that they still had time left over so we asked them 
to write about in the summer holidays if they could go 

any where in this world where would they love to go and 
why, this is what they were writing. All of the children 
and the teacher reserved lollies and a certificate. 

The summer dream Ethan’s summer dream 

 

In the summer holidays I 

will be going to Disneyland 

Paris and if I enjoy it, I will 
ask my mam if we 

could go again, and it 
will be my first time 
being away from 

nearby. 
If I could go any 

where in this world I 
would want to go to 
Florida because I 

want to go on a 
plane and I also want to go 

because of the Universal 

Studio trip. 

Calleigh’s summer dream 

 

In my summer holidays, I 
would love to go to 
Barnes park with 

my dog and family 
for the day. 

If I could go 
anywhere on 

this world it 
would be 
Whitby and 

Beamish 
because I love the ideas 

of going there. 

Harry’s summer dream 

 

For the holidays I would like to 

go to Madeira and have a 
unicorn float in a pool, and go 

on a high ride’s and go on an 

electric car. 
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Super Seven Stories 
 
In the spring term we went to seven stories. Firstly, on the 

bus we all chattered loudly. Also. when we got there the two 
classes had split up, my class went up the stairs to a library 

area and sat down while we waited for a visit to a phrase 

museum. The phrases were from loads of David Almond. 
During looking we had a Skelig statue contest and Ella made 

me like a gorilla. Then both classes came into a room, which 
looked like Diagon Alley from Harry Potter, and a man read 

a few books with a million actions.  
Again, we split off my class went into a room, which I would 
like as my room and waited for people with money to get 

something from the gift shop but we all got something 
because Mr Hughes got book marks for all of us! Finally, we 

had to go back because the bus was here. By Harry  
 

Qwik Cricket trip  
 

Did we win or did we lose?  
 
In year five Farringdon Academy, they were invited to a cricket tournament at Silksworth Cricket 
Club. They walked there by passing the lake and past the ski slope to get there. Lots of other 
schools were there too and for our school, only one team qualified for the City finals in 
September 2019. The bad thing was, two of their teams had to verse each other and someone 
had to win the match. Many matches were played and lots of emotional losses. We caught up 
with Jaxon who stated, ‘This is the best sports trip ever!’ With that, he walked off ready for his 
team’s next game. At least it was a nice day with no rain and had lots of warmth thanks to the 
yellow star 
 {the Sun.} 
 
By Ethan  
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Willy Wonka’s 

Chocolate Factory 
In June, we went to Farringdon comp for a full day of 
activities. The theme was The Chocolate Factory. There 

were four activities. Each activity was with a different 
teacher: advert making with Mr Fearon, making sweets 

with Miss Dolphin, making boxes with Miss Summerly 
and creating logos and shops with Mr Young. Throughout 

the day, we earned stickers in each lesson. If the teachers 
thought a pair had worked hard then they got a star 
sticker, and whoever got the most star stickers won a prize. 

I caught up with Harry and he said ‘I had a great time’ 
Reani said ‘I loved making sweets.’ 

Overall, it was a great day enjoyed by all.  

By Calleigh 
 

And that is the end of this news letter if you want to find out more go on to the school website 

and download more newsletters thank you for reading. 
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Benedict Biscop 
On The 11th of July Benedict Biscop’s news team visited 
Farringdon Community Academy to write about recent 

activities at their school. 

Amazing Inter-House 
 
Over 2 days, the four teams of Benedict Biscop C.E Academy, Cuthbert, Bede, Caedmon, 

and Aiden have competed in two very special tournaments. 
 

 Netball 

The first tournament that was competed in was netball. The atmosphere built as all of the 
classes took their seats, and prepared for the first game to start. On pitch 1 was Bede VS 
Caedmon, which resulted in Bede winning 2:0. On pitch 2 was Cuthbert VS Aiden, it was a 

close match but Cuthbert took the win. Two more games followed and Bede came first. 

Everyone was proud of where they came. Next up, football.  

 

Football 
The football tournament was next, in which the same teams competed. The games were 
exciting, but the most exciting part was when Bede (the reining champions) were playing 

Caedmon (4 time winners). Bede went ahead by a goal from George Peacock but in the last 
minute Caedmon scored and equalizer from Josh Swallow. Both Aiden and Cuthbert were 

on 3 points but Caedmon and Bede were on 5. The 3rd and 4th place play off and the finals 
were the played, with the finals going to a penalty shoot out. The house that won was 

Caedmon.  By George 
 



 

 

2 

Sports Day 

 
Last Thursday, on the 4th of July Benedict Biscop had 
their Sports Day and everybody loved it. It was a 

boiling hot day and it was so exciting. The races 
included were; the obstacle course, ball between the 
legs, the egg and spoon, bean bag race, dribbling, sprint, 

skipping and the relay. On Thursday morning KS1 took 
part and raced to see who would win. In the end the 

house that won was Bede. That afternoon it was time 
for the KS2 sports day. All the parents gathered onto 

the field ready to see who would win. Then after all the 
races the children chilled with an ice-lolly. Finally they 
watched as their teachers had a race. In the end Mr. 

Holt won. Then everybody found out who won. In 4th 
place was Cuthbert, in 3rd place was Aidan, in 2nd place 

was Bede and the winner was Caedmon. They all had a 
great day. At the end of the best afternoon, Mrs. 

Anderson said, “It has been an amazing afternoon and 

everyone was working as a team.” By Isaac  

S U M M E R  2 0 1 9  



 

 

3 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Brilliant Beamish! 
 
Recently, Y5 went on a terrific trip to the 

fantastic Beamish. There were so many 
great activities to take part in, such as a 

blood- chilling murder mystery, looking 
around the shops in the old town, travelling 
around on the top deck of the Tram and 

finally exploring the wonders of the school. 
Firstly, half of year five investigated the 

pieces of evidence around our victims house 
(Joe Hedley).The pieces of evidence that 

were found were a purple cloth, size eight 
clogs, a garden hoe and a bloody handprint 
tea-towel. Unfortunately, the class never 

found out the real culprit but we all had our 
suspicions.  

Next, we stepped on to the tram and 
headed to the Towns shops. There were 

many shops including the sweet shop, the 
bank, the dentists, the doctor’s office and 
the repair shop.  

Overall, Y5 had an amazing time at 
Beamish and I am sure they would love to 

go back again soon. By Rosie  

 

S U M M E R  2 0 1 9  



 

 

4 

Brilliant Benedict Biscop Fest 
 
On Friday 5th of July Benedict Biscop had a Glastonbury 

style festival where all of the classes came together to 

sing songs and play music to the parents and 

grandparents. Their opening song was shotgun and they 

put on a good show, which was followed by individual 

songs from each class. There was a huge variety of songs 

including: Happy, Sweet Caroline (which had the 

audience on their feet singing along) and Wonder Wall 

which was performed by Mr. Potter on his guitar. 

Following the singing, the musicians played the drums, 

keyboard and guitar to a range of different songs. They 

showcased their talents, which got all of the parents on 

their feet and dancing. As the as the afternoon came 

drama performed a showcase of different songs. At the 

end of the day Mr. Lewis said,“it was one of the best 

shows I have ever seen.” Mrs. Clark said “ it was a 

great show and we are thankful for you being here.” It 

was a great day for Benedict Biscop and all the 

parents. By Jessica 
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AND 

FINALLY … 
 

When they’d written 

their stories Benedict 

Biscop then went to 

Mr. Fearon to do 

some filming, acting 

like they’re news 
reporters talking 

about their recent 

activities in school. 

 

Our Perfect summer hols … 
 

Before Benedict Biscop left we asked then what they would like 
to do in the holidays if they could do anything.  

 
I would like to go to Tenerife as the beautiful and the blue seas 

–Rosie Cross Y5 
 
I would like to go to Jamaica because it has crystal clear water 
and it has great beaches and they make great music it is also a 

cool country because it has great people, warm temperatures 

and clear blue sky-Jessica Talbot Y5 

 
I would like to go to Florida because there is a lot of hotels  

and rides. There is also different theme parks and of course 

Disneyland –Isaac Anderson Y5 
 

I would like to go to Brazil because there are many good 

footballers that have grew up there –George Peacock Y5 
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East Herrington  
Primary Academy 
Unfortunately, East Herrington Primary Academy could not join us this time due to other 
commitments. However, this year they joined us before Christmas and for our BBC News Day in March 

when they told us about their Barnardo’s singing competition in London and described their World War 
One workshop whereby they were allowed to handle machinery from over a century ago! 

 
They’ve also been in recently with Y5 for a Wilky Wonka Day and also Y6 for their induction into 

Farringdon Community Academy. Read about this further in the newsletter. And also some sporting 
events such as the Swimming Gala.  
 

One piece of exciting news we would like to give is about Ms Offer – she is leaving after (number of 
years) at East Herrington Primary Academy to work in China! A few ex-students wanted to say: 

 
‘I just started at East Herrington in Y5 and Ms Offer was my teacher. She helped me throughout the year 

and allowed me to go to Derwent Hill for a reduced price when my mum couldn’t afford it all. It was so 

kind’. – Courtney Richardson, Y9 
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‘Good Luck’, 

Will Bird, Y8 
 

‘Thank you for 
all your help in 
Y5. Hope you 

have an amazing 
time in Japan. 

Make loads of 
memories.' 

Olivia Coundon, 

Y8 
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Unfortunately, Mill Hill Primary were not able to 

attend, due to prior arrangements. Earlier this 

month, they were able to join us, for the Willy 

Wonka Day, this event was for all of Y5 pupils, 

from our three main feeder schools. They made 

sweets, made adverts for the sweets and of course, 

ate them!  

Earlier in the year when they came in they were 

brave enough to tell us the terrifying tales of when 

they faced the dark caves and piranha filled pools of 

Robin Wood!! 

They were also involved in the Y6 Transition Day 

and we look forward to seeing them in September. 
 

 

  

Sadly, New Silksworth also couldn’t attend either but they also 

joined us throughout the year. They were lucky enough to come 
to school in odd socks one day for charity! They celebrated 

World Book Day in style by bringing in a book of their choice 

and learnt all about WBD, its origin and more! They even came 
in their pajamas to go along with their favourite bedtime reads!  

Here they are earlier in the year.  

 

  
     

  
   

  

Mill Hill Primary and New 
Silksworth Primary 

  

        

We look 

forward to 

working with 

all our primaries 

again in 

September – 

have a good 

summer 😊 
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VARIETY SHOW 

2019 
On Wednesday 10th July, students from Y7, 
8, 9 and 11 put together a variety 

performance with Mr Fearon to perform for 
family, friends and teachers. The show 
included lots of singing and acting with 

songs and scenes from musicals such as 
Blood Brothers, Hairspray, The Little 

Mermaid and many more. 
 
After lots of hard work and rehearsals, the 

show was performed. It was very nerve- 
racking to get on the stage and perform in 

front of everybody, but everyone was so 
brave and performed amazingly well. The 

audience loved it and were even joining in 
some of the songs! The show was brilliant 
and everyone really enjoyed it. For the 

three Y11s, it was their last show at 

Farringdon, 
which was quite 
sad as they have 

been taking part 
for years. 

Hopefully they 
will come back 
next year to help 

out! Well done to 
everyone who 

took part! 
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The Y11s, singing ‘I Know It’s Today’ from 

Shrek The Musical 



 

 

 

 

Physicist of the 

Year! 
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A big congratulations to 

Scarlett Kerr, Y10, on 
winning the schools 

Physicist of the Year 
recently. This is annual event 
that takes place at Durham 

University to encourage 
young people to further 

pursue study in Physics. 
Students are nominated by 

their class teachers and enjoy 
an evening talking to some 
physics undergraduates 

about their projects at 
Durham and meeting 

likeminded people. Scarlett 
was nominated by Mr Reed 

and Sinclair who also 
attended to award ceremony. 
Well done! 

 



 

At Farringdon Community Academy, we have a Pupil Librarian Scheme. It is held at the library 

everyday at lunch or after school. When you first become a Pupil Librarian, you have to complete a 
booklet containing all of the skills to become a librarian. Some of the jobs that you then have to 

perform are as follows: 

• Checking books in and out 

• Putting fiction books back onto the shelves in alphabetical order of the Authors last name 

• Preparing books 

• Keep the library tidy 

 
During June 2019, the Pupil Librarians visited the Software Centre in Sunderland City Centre to 
receive their certificates for completing the Pupil Librarian course and to meet local author Annie 

Flanagan. In the Software Centre, the Librarians and parents were brought in to a room full of 
refreshments like: orange juice, water, tea, coffee and cupcakes. We had a little bit of time for 
people to arrive and enjoy the refreshments before we moved into the main room. While Pupil 

Librarians were seated with their schools, parents were asked to sit behind us all, ready for Annie’s 
talk. During her talk, Annie talked about her life and where she worked before becoming an 

Author.  She shared quotes said by other Authors and she gave her opinions on what the quotes 
mean as well as how quotes can inspire others.  

     

 

A Pupil Librarian, Jessica Stubbs, wrote her view on this event and stated “Earlier this year, I went to a 

Pupil Librarian Celebration evening. I went with my friends who are also Pupil Librarians and I went with 
Miss. Hughes (our librarian). I would not have been able to go with out her as she accepted me to be one of 

her Pupil Librarians. We went to the Software Centre and we met Annie Flanagan, who wrote a book 

called Monument. My day was amazing thanks to Miss. Hughes.” 
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Pupil Librarian Scheme 2019 
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THE LOREM IPSUMS SUMMER 2016   

Another of the pupil librarians, Sam 

Murray, had read the book and has given 
a review on this book. He explained, “I 

thought this book was very enjoyable and 
sometimes gave me chills down my spine. 
It had eerie and funny moments, but it 

was overall a very enjoyable book!” The 
blurb of the book simply reads: ‘A 

heartwarming story of a lonely boy’s 
battle to overcome his many fears and 

problems. In the shadow of his precious 
Penshaw Monument, on the banks of the 
River Wear, Billy finds friends – and 

enemies – who help him come to terms 
with a life–changing event.’ 
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About Annie Flanagan 
Annie Flanagan (Anne Twine) loved books since she was a young child; it’s still her passion today! Anne 

has had a few jobs leading up to her current position as an Author. She worked as a Teacher of English 
and Drama in Southmoor and even at Farringdon!  She has written her own book called ‘Monument’. 

The book is about a boy, who is not well and lives in the City of Sunderland, with a dream to see Penshaw 

monument.   
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THE LOREM IPSUMS SUMMER 2016   
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Pupil’s Views 

“Earlier this year, I went to a Pupil Librarian 

Celebration evening. I went with my friends who are 
also Pupil Librarians and I went with Mrs. Hughes 

(our librarian). I would not have been able to go with 
out her as she accepted me to be one of her Pupil 
Librarians. We went to the Software Centre and we 

met Annie Flanagan, who wrote a book called 
Monument. My day was amazing thanks to Miss. 

Hughes” 

                                          -Jessica Stubbs 
 

“I thought that was an excellent day as I got to 

meet Annie Flanagan and was able to get a 
signed copy of her book ‘Monument’. It was 

good to meet a fellow Author like me as I have 
also had a story published inside of Laura Joy 
Smith’s ‘Bedtime Wandering’ when I was in 

Year 2.” 
 

 

-Sam Murray 

 “I found it good and interesting. I met the Author 

Annie Flanagan and she gave us a copy of the 
book ‘Monument’. She read us the first page and 

it was great.” 
 

 

 

-Carley Fox 

“I found it quite interesting because the Author 

Annie Flanagan read us the introduction to her 
new book ‘Monument’. She gave us all a copy of 

her book as a reward for becoming a Librarian. 
Annie Flanagan also told us a bit about her life 

before she wrote this book.” 

 

-Alesha Nellis 
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Recommended Books To Read! 

The World’s Worst Teachers by David Walliams 
The Worlds Worst Teachers is a very humorous 

book by David Walliams. It is a very enjoyable 
book, with all of the most evil teachers in the world! 
It is worth reading. 

 
 

-Recommended by Sam Murray    

Frankenstein by Mary Shelly 
If you’re a lover of the gothic genre and are up for 

a reading challenge this Summer, then get your 
hands on Mary Shelly’s book, Frankenstein. A 
book destined to make Summer feel gloomy. 

Explore the relationship between Victor 
Frankenstein and The Creature. This book makes 

you question who is really to blame in given 
situations. Discover the appreciation of nature and 

the nurtured relationships between man and 
monster. 
 

-Recommended by Charlotte Eastick 

Diary of an Awesome Friendly Kid 

The book ‘Diary of An Awesome Friendly Kid’ is 
turning out to be just as popular as the famous Diary 

Of a Wimpy Kid books. 
Jeff Kinney’s new series is about Rowley Jefferson. 
He is best friends with Greg Heffley. He has been 

keeping a diary and it is finally time to read his story 
and it is hilarious.  Diary of a Wimpy Kid fans will 

not want to miss this new series! 
 

-Recommended by Miss. Hughes 
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HOW TO STAY SAFE 

IN 
SUMMER! 

Summer means beaches, getting a tan and having fun. But it 

isn’t fun when you get burned. So, it’s important you have the 

best summer and keep your body safe. 
 

People don’t always seem to know just how harmful a bit of 

sunbathing can be. It is really harmful. 

The main risk factor for sunburn, premature skin aging, skin 

damage, and skin cancer is exposure to UV light from the sun.  

In short, spending too much time in the sun can have 

consequences - lifelong consequences. It can cause: 

• Skin aging 

• Wrinkling 

• Skin Cancer, such as melanoma (the 

most dangerous form of skin cancer) 

TIPS: 

• Wear protective clothing: hats, nothing black! 

 

• Make sunglasses your new favorite thing! 

 

• Wear suncream at ALL times: use one with a SPF 
of at least 30 

 

• Limit your sun time; spend time in the shade too! 

Between 10am and 4pm are the worst times. 
 

• Say NO to tanning. 
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Summer recipes to 

keep cool 

Lemonade and ice cream lollies 

Ingredients: 
Ice cream of your chosen flavor 

Lemonade (normal, diet or 
cloudy) 

 

Method: 
Melt the ice cream 

Mix it in with the lemonade 
Pour into an ice lolly mould 
Place into the freezer 

Wait 4-8 hours 
Take out and enjoy 

 

Strawberry Ice Lollies 

Ingredients: 

250g ripe strawberries 

100ml natural yoghurt 

1-teaspoon honey 

Method: 

Whizz up 250g ripe 
strawberries, 100ml natural 
yoghurt (or apple or orange 
juice) and 1-teaspoon honey in 
a blender or food processor. 

o Taste, and add a little more 
honey if you think you need to. 

o Divide the strawberry mixture 
between 4 ice-lolly moulds, 
and then pop a stick into each 
one. 

Put the ice-lollies in the freezer 
for at least 4 hours or until 
solid. 

Traffic Light Ice Lollies 

Ingredients: 

o 250g strawberries 
o 4 ½ tbsp honey 
o 3 large ripe juicy peaches, 

peeled, stoned and sliced 
o 5 large ripe kiwi fruit, peeled 

and sliced 

Method: 

In a blender, puree the 
strawberries and then sieve 
the puree to get rid of the 
seeds. Stir 1 ½ tbsp of the 
honey into the strawberry 
puree. Pour the strawberry 
puree into each of the ice lolly 
moulds (or use empty yoghurt 
pots) until each mould is one 
third full and freeze until firm 
(about 1 ½ hours).Repeat the 
process with the peaches and 
1 ½ tbsp of the honey (no 
need to sieve the peaches) 
and freeze until firm, then add 
the kiwi fruit mixed with the 
rest of the honey and insert 
the sticks. Freeze until solid. 

http://www.jamieoliver.com/recipes/fruit-recipes/strawberry-ice-lollies/#rvfPLzEGjOhSScoP.97
http://www.annabelkarmel.com/recipes/traffic-light-ice-lollies
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WHERE TO GO IN THE 

 
SUMMER! 

There are so many different ways to spend your 

summer! Here are just a few: 

You could go to: 

 

Alnwick Castle: he beautiful flowers and refreshing 

fountains make the home of young Harry Potter, a 
worthwhile visit. 

 

Whitby Abbey: this trip out of town is both 

intriguing and historical. With the 109 steps, candy 

rock and Dracula Experience, Whitby is a sure must 
on everyone’s list. 

 

Beamish: ‘The Living Museum of the North’ is a 

spectacular, once in a lifetime trip down memory 

lane. Live as a person from the past, meet the Pit 

Ponies and sample cinder toffee from the bakery. 

But if you don’t fancy that, there are so 

many free places on your doorstep! 

Literally, on your doorstep. Swimming, 

going to the park, eating ice cream in 

the garden…. 

 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! 
 



 

 

 

The Lion King 
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Movies to see 

this summer 

BTS: Bring the 

Soul 

 

Fast and Furious presents: 

Hobbs and Shaw 

Ever since hulking lawman Hobbs, a loyal agent of America's 
Diplomatic Security Service, and lawless outcast Shaw, a former 
British military elite operative, first faced off in 2015’s Furious 7, 
the duo have swapped smack talk and body blows as they’ve tried 
to take each other down. But when cyber-genetically enhanced 
anarchist Brixton gains control of an insidious bio-threat that could 
alter humanity forever — and bests a brilliant and fearless rogue 
MI6 agent, who just happens to be Shaw’s sister — these two 
sworn enemies will have to partner up to bring down the only guy 
who might be badder than themselves.  Realise date: August 1 
age rating: 12A 

BTS is a famous k-pop group that went on tour and filmed their concerts 
in front of thousands of army’s (fandom) they’ve brought 2 movies out 

in the cinemas so far and they’ve announced a third in August. This 
movie is also a PG. 

Remember the 1994 animated Disney film “ The Lion King” well they’ve 
brought a photorealistic computer-animated version with the same name! 
Also its suitable for all ages as it is a PG. 
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Summer of Sport in Farra 

Athletics’ Finals 
 

The annual sporting finals 
took place at the Silksworth 
athletics track on the 6th 

June, both for our students 
to compete and officiate in. 

For the pupils who 
participated, it was great to 

see the amount of 
participants and the 
unbelievable performances 

in each activity. Although 
they found it quite 

challenging with their role of 
participating in and timing 
the races, as a team they 

succeeded eventually. 

What is it like to be a Sports Leader? 

 
For Farringdon, it means representing the school by going 
out of school to do sports or help others to have the best 

time possible in their own competitions. By doing sports in 
their own time, they also prove themselves as worthy 

sports leaders. For example, some Y10s have a girl’s 
athletic club. A sports leader said about the subject: 

“Every now and then, I get to go out of school to represent 
our leadership members. When we are out, we often go to 

primary schools, often Reception, Y1, Y2, Y5 and Y6”. 

Sports Snippets! 
 
On the 27th June, some girls of Y9 competed in the Girls Active finals at 

Silksworth Tennis Centre. Furthermore, on the 5th July, there was a Women’s 
World Cup celebration that members of our school were invited to, hosted at 

John Spence. The girls have really had a lot of sporting opportunities these past 
few months! 



 

 

Barnes Park Athletics 
 
Students in the school went to Barnes Park on the 17th 

June to assist with the primary school activities. To begin 
with, they were split into small groups. Once one of these 

groups came to the Farringdon helpers, they were then 
split further into two groups. One half went to do kicky-
rounders (rounders with a football) while the other half 

did relays and volleyball.  
The challenge Farringdon was doing was to create an 

enjoyable game with minimal equipment. For example, 
jumpers were used as markers, instead of cones or poles, 

and body parts like the arms or legs, were used to deflect 
the ball instead of bats or rackets. 

When both groups had finished, they switched. After every thirty minutes, a whistle would be blown 
to signal that it was changeover time – time for a new group to join in the experience. As well as 

Farringdon Community Academy, there were other people hosting other events there too. These 
included fire fighters, a fair and many others. The students helping out at Barnes Park even got the 
chance to hop on some of the rides.  

Overall, the children had fun with all of the activities and thoroughly enjoyed their day – even the 

Farringdon students too.  

Sporting Competitions 
 

Y8 student, Harry Percival, gave us a comment on his personal experiences 
with Farringdon competitions: ‘I am a Y8 student and in school, I 

participate in a lot of sporting events including tennis, football, swimming, 
cricket, rounders, athletics and even more. I really enjoy doing all of these 

sports because I really do love sport! Quite recently, I participated in a 
school cricket tournament and also a tennis tournament. In The cricket 
tournament, I played with other year 7s and 8s. Unfortunately, we 

struggled because everyone was really good at cricket but we did actually 
beat the opposing cricket team. A couple of weeks later, I also played in a 

tennis tournament at the Puma Centre in Silksworth. In that, I won my 
singles group and Sam and I won the doubles tournament too. All in all, I 

really enjoyed I, despite it being a little bit cold. I was also 
meant to participate in the Tyne and Wear swimming 

finals but I was sadly ill. I wish I could’ve gone after I 
helped my team win gold medals in the Sunderland finals. 
However, they did really well regardless’. Harry also did a 

cricket officiating course on the 19th June then an event for 
primary schools in Sunderland – a cricket festival where he 

showed off his umpiring skills the next day. 
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Primary Swimming Gala 
 
On Wednesday 2th June, some students in Y8 and 9 assisted in the primary gala. There were 5 schools 

involved: Farringdon Primary, East Herrington, Mill Hill, Benedict Biscop and New Silksworth. All of the 
teams were very competitive and the pressure was on for East Herrington to win again (as they had been 
winning for many years in a row). News had gotten around that Benedict Biscop’s team had improved this 

year so the tension was high. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The gala started with front crawl races, swiftly moving onto breaststroke. Benedict Biscop was in the lead 
at this point was in the lead at this point but things were tight after the style events. The group of helpers 

discussed with the teachers about who should win based on technique. In the end, it was close. Shortly 
after, there was a melody relay where they swam: backcrawl, breaststroke, front crawl then another front 
crawl. Straight after that, the front crawl relay took place and final the cannon with four girls and four 

boys. In the end, East Herrington won but all pupils involved enjoyed the event and the atmosphere in the 
room was amazing. 
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Mill Hill Helpers 
 
Carys, Courtney, Maddie, Ruby, Lorna, Katherine and others 

went to Mill Hill Primary School to help out with the Y5’s sport 
afternoon. Each of them did different things, for example, 

Courtney, Maddie and Carys were in charge of the sprint, Carys 
and Courtney timed the kids running while Maddie prepared 
them and counted down and made sure the kids were listening so 

they could have a fair competition. The kids were in groups and 
after completing one of the sport activities, they moved onto the 

next one. All of the kids were cheering each other on and had a 
lot of fun participating. At the end all of the kids thanked us. The 

weather was surprisingly warm for Britain – whether that was a 
good or bad thing for the competitors, well, that answer will vary 
between every student there. 

 
 

Girls’ Tennis Tournament 
 
At Silksworth, girls from Y7 to 9 competed in a tennis tournament 
to represent the school. This happened on the 18th of June. While 

playing, there were both singles and doubles. The winner of each 
match was the person who first won 3 games (under the normal 

tennis scoring system), which could’ve been fast or painfully slow. 
All of the matches were close, but equally as fun. 

Inter-House Tennis 
 
At our school, a tennis tournament was held between houses – a burning rivalry. This was on Thursday 
11th July. Y9 and 10 went head-to-head in the morning followed by Y7 and 8 in the afternoon. The groups 

played singles and doubles so as to gain points for their houses.  
 
Unfortunately, the doubles games were cut short due to the poor weather conditions and the terrible rain. 

However, the weather did thankfully improve during the afternoon. Therefore, the girls in Y7 and 8 were 
able to play in their games.  

 
As for the boys, that was hosted on the next day: the 12th July. For them, the rules were the same but the 

tension was just as high. Thanks to the weather being fair, all matches went ahead. Y7 and 8 went first this 
time, followed by the Y9 and 10 for the afternoon.  
 

Below, there are pictures for the girls’ competition and the results…  
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Now, for the part you’re all waiting for. So let’s find out – who won? 
 

In the morning group, the points were as follows: 

 
Y9/10 Girls – joint winners Crown / Laing 
Y9 Girls winner – Carys Boal-Wallace - Laing 

Y10 Girls Winner – Juliette Miller - Crown 
No doubles due to rain! 
  

Y7/8 Girls – Overall winner Austin 
Y7 Girls Winner – Elise Goodall – Crown 

Y8 Girls Winner – Hannah Edmondson Austin 
Y8 Girls Doubles – Austin 

Y7 Girl Doubles – Austin 
   
Y7/8 Boys – Winners Crown 

Y7 Boys Winner – Sam Faulder – Crown 
Y8 Boys Winner – Harry Percival – Laing 

Y8 Boys Doubles – Thompson 
Y7 Boys Doubles – Crown 

   
Y9 /10 Boys – Winners Austin 
Y9 Boys Winner – Robert Wilson – Laing 

Y10  Winner – Connor Appleby – Austin 
Y9 Doubles – Austin 

Y10 Doubles – Austin 
  

Overall Winners for inter-house competitions: - 

Austin / Crown (drawn at the top!) 

2nd place: - Laing 

3rd Place: Thompson 
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Inter-House Cricket 
 

 
Along with all the other sports 
events throughout the year, there 

was the all day inter-house cricket 
tournament in May for boys and 

rounders for girls. The Y7s and 8s 
played in the morning, while Y9 

and10 played in the afternoon. 
This was done on the 3G pitch 

next to the pavilion in school. The 
weather was very hot and sunny 
that day and sunscreen was 

advised. 
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On Tuesday we held our second whole school Sports Day. Students came ready prepared in their PE 

kits and completed lessons 1 and 2 before going for an early lunch. From there, students met in form 
groups to grab posters and banners to show house pride. The support and spirit in the air was evident as 
soon as you stepped onto the field.  

 
There were traditional athletics activities such as sprints, 100m, 600m and relays. However, there were 

more ‘classic’ events like the three-legged and egg and spoon race. 
 

On top of all the competition, there were stalls, penalty shootout, a hit the coconut game, face painting, 
sweets and even an ice cream van (it was safe to say everyone was excited for the refreshments.) 
 

Also students were encouraged to get sponsorship for their races to raise money for our chosen charity 

for the day MIND, which supports mental health. It was a great opportunity to have fun and raise 

money. In total £532.60 (at time of going to press!) was raised which is an excellent amount.  
 

In the end the winners were: 

 

1st Place – Laing (6 events won) 

2nd Place – Austin (5 events won. A last-minute surge of wins sees them leapfrog Crown!) 

3rd Place – Crown (4 events won) 

4th Place – Thompson (1 event won) 
 

Miss McCulloch commented, “We have had a successful first year of inter-house sporting events. We 
have engaged a wide range of students and enthusiasm/ morale has boosted as the year has progressed.  
The sports we offered this year were Swimming, Trampolining, Basketball, Football, Cricket, 

Rounders, Tennis and as you see above (and below), Sports Day. Thanks to all those who have got 
involved.” 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

Sports Day 
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Read on for a few images of the day … 
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Some staff made the 

most of fancy dress in 

their 80’ssportts gear!  
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