
What does reading look like at Farringdon Community Academy? 

 

At Farringdon, we are passionate about promoting reading and nurturing our students’ 

motivation to read.  As part of our reading rich curriculum, our teachers model and 

scaffold reading for our students so that they become strategic and knowledgeable 

readers. 

Please see below some information about what our Year 7 students will be reading across 

their subjects for Term 1 and what reading will look like across the curriculum. 

Reading in English 

In English this term, we will be reading a range of different exciting texts such as poetry 

and traditional myths and legends. We also started the year by exploring our cross 

curricular novel ‘Wonder’. Students explored extracts and used the characters in the story 

to write their own narratives.  

Our students will be evaluating how characters and themes are presented in the texts that 

they study and they will explain why certain words, phrases and techniques are used by 

the writers. We use our close reading codes to explore a text in detail.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

You will also have noticed that Year 7 have regular reading homework to complete. This 

focus for Term 1 is poetry and students will get a copy of a poem and they should use their 

close reading codes to read the poem and explore its meaning. After a close reading of the 

poem, students should then answer the key questions. The answers can be brief and these 

will be assessed as a class on the day the homework is due in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Students will also get key vocabulary and spelling homework which will link to the 

vocabulary we will be applying to our work in Term 1.  

 

Reading in Modern Foreign Languages  

The desired “aim” in learning French:  
 

 When asked, you can readily and effortlessly produce French in speech and 
writing. 

 When encountering French in listening or reading in a new or unfamiliar context 
the meaning is immediately obvious. 

 
In Year 7 Term 1 pupils have a text which includes basic personal details and they start to 
learn the skills which will be needed to access increasingly complex texts. They also read 
French at different levels of difficulty in the textbook, such as a map of French speaking 
countries and a poem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TERM 1 TEXT – TOUT SUR MOI 
 

1.Je m’appelle Marie et je suis française. J’habite à Paris en France dans un 

assez grand appartement au centre-ville avec mes parents. Je suis grande et 

je suis confiante et sociable. J’ai les yeux bleus et les cheveux blonds.  J’ai 

un animal mais je suis allergique aux insectes.  

2.Mon objet préféré, c’est un portable. J’adore faire du ski et au collège je 

joue au football – c’est mon sport préféré. Je suis très sportive et j’aime 

aussi regarder le foot à la télé. Je suis fanatique de Réal Madrid. Au 

contraire je déteste le tennis. 

3.Mon anniversaire est le six décembre et j’ai dix ans. Papa s’appelle Martin 

et il est éléctricien. Il est souvent un peu sévère. Maman qui s’appelle 

Marthe travaille dans une banque.   

4.Ma meilleure copine s'appelle Laura.  Elle est d'origine italienne. Elle est 

un peu timide mais elle aime bien aller au cinéma. Son objet préféré, c’est 

une Xbox et elle adore la danse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tout sur Moi (All about me) 

Topics – Basic Personal Info, Physical Appearance and Favourite Objects. 

Grammar – Nouns + articles, Gender, Adjectives + agreements, Simple 

connectives, Preposition “in”, Opinions, Regular ER verbs and 2 irregular 

main verbs AVOIR + ÊTRE with pronouns I/he/she. 

(Culture of French Speaking Countries/Global Location) 



Reading in Geography 

Year 7 will be reading extracts from Anita Ganeri on the impact of 

volcanoes. Throughout next half term we will be studying 

fantastic places and some of these locations will have active and 

dormant volcanoes.  

This helps pupils to be aware of the different locations around 

the world and to develop their understanding of what it is like to 

live in areas with tectonic hazards. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading in Drama  

Over the second term students in Year 7 will look at how to create a character and work 

with a script.  The two characters we look at Mr and Mr Twit.  Below is a character 

description of what the characters are really like. 

 

 

 



 

Reading in Media  

In Media students are reading all the time but that may not be in the traditional sense, 

students will learn to read the deeper meanings or 'connotations' of colours, facial 

expressions, pose, camera angles, settings and even sounds and music to identify film 

genres. They'll 'read' and design their own film posters and trailers. More traditional 

reading will include film reviews and character points of view in shared text 'Wonder'.  

 

Reading in P.E 

 

Reading as a physical performer will be carried out as homework to support PE 

lessons.  We will start by reading about food facts and how this directly links to health, 

well-being and your own physical performance.  Each week your teacher will direct you to 

a different section of the Change4Life website, in class we will look at how to make simple 

practical changes towards leading a healthy active lifestyle.   

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts  

 

Food Facts | Kids Eating Too 

Much | Change4Life 

Change4Life is here to help your family 

be healthier and happier. Find out more 

about what's really in the food your 

family eats We know kids love sugary 

things. But too much sugar can lead to 

serious diseases like type 2 diabetes, 

which people are getting younger than 

ever before, and heart disease ... 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts


Reading in Science 

Reading in science is really important part of the subject. When people think about 

science lessons, they often only think of the practical aspect; using Bunsen burners, mixing 

chemicals etc but there is far more to it than that! In order to undertake the practical, 

students must be able to read the method and following the instructions safely. 

Furthermore, they must be able to read any risk assessments in order to stay safe. 

Reading and understanding is critical. 

In the current climate we are unable to do experiments, however that doesn’t make 

reading any less important. Science is a subject with a very large vocabulary, with new key 

science terms being introduced most lessons. Our students need to be able to read and 

understand what these key words mean. We do a lot of reading from the board, as well as 

students reading their answers aloud. This allows them to practice their reading and also 

familiarise themselves with (the often difficult) pronunciation!  

Some of the keywords that will have been taught during the first half term include:  

 chloroplasts     

 concentration  

 diffusion  

 mitochondria  

 cytoplasm 

 nucleus  

 specialised cells 

 collide  

 condense  
 diffusion  
 evaporate  

 freezing  

 
We would expect the majority of students to be able to read these words by the end of 

the unit, and know what they mean.  

As students progress through the school, it isn’t just about reading keywords and 

understanding them. We also expect students to be able to read scientific articles and sets 

of data and be able to discuss them. Websites such as 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment and 

https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/ have a wealth of science articles that can be read 

and used as a great starting point for discussion.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/


Reading in History  

 

 

Year 7 will be reading extracts from Marc Morris on the 

impact of the Norman Conquest on England. Throughout 

next half term we will be studying the Battle of Hastings 

and the impact the Norman Conquest had on England. We 

will look at the development of Castles and look at what 

Marc Morris’ interpretation is on the importance of building 

Castles to help William maintain control of England.  

This helps pupils to be aware of the different historians 

and to develop their understanding of what is an 

interpretation and evaluate the importance of 

interpretations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


