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A huge thank you first to all students for their hard work with Reading Plus and reading for pleasure this term. We thoroughly
enjoyed our World Book Day and finding out about what students have been reading in their reading logs.

Term 2: Conflict and Society
Year 7 have been exploring Shakespearean England and considering how society then was similar and
different to now. Through a range of reading, writing and oracy tasks, students have also debated which
Shakespearean character is the greatest villain. So far, Iago is a firm favourite!

Term 3: Identity and Community
Students will explore a range of different festivals and celebrations of identity. What does identity mean

and how can we celebrate different cultures and beliefs? Working together, students will then plan and pitch a festival to
celebrate being a member of Farringdon Community. We would love parents, carers and grandparents to share photographs
of Farringdon throughout the years so students can look at how their community has changed.
Students will also read a novel as a class and develop their knowledge of character, themes and closely analysing fiction. We
want to see how students can use their knowledge from the year, including subject terminology and writing extended
responses, to demonstrate their reading skills.

Term 2: Conflict and Race
Year 8 have impressed us with their maturity whilst discussing and debating our big questions surrounding
conflict and race. Through reading a class novel alongside a range of non-fiction texts, students have been
able to explore a range of viewpoints and how writers use their language choices to show their
perspectives.

Term 3: Identify and Youth
Next term, students will think back to their study of Shakespeare from Year 7 and begin to deepen their knowledge by
exploring a range of Shakespearean plays such as King Lear and Hamlet. Students will begin to use more ambitious



terminology to analyse Shakespeare and make connections from across the texts. Students will also read extracts from
classics such as Oliver Twist and Great Expectations to broaden their experiences of writers.
In English Language, students will link together their reading and writing skills to explore how young people are presented
in the media. Not only will this develop their ability to analyse viewpoints, it will also encourage debate and discussions
surrounding pressures on young people and how we can tackle these.

Term 2: Conflict- Tragedy and Truth.
Students in Year 9 have had the pleasure of studying Blood Brothers and building their skills of analysing a
play to get ready for this element at GCSE. We were very impressed with the connections they could make
to the play His Dark Materials that they studied in Year 8!
In English Language, students have explored viewpoint in a range of non-fiction texts about conspiracy
theories and we have had some interesting debates around aliens, assassinated presidents and moon-
landings! Through this unit of work, students have been able to link their reading skills to their writing skills

by writing in a journalistic form and presenting their viewpoints using a range of techniques.

Term 3: Identity and Voice
Our final term for Year 9 is split into two parts for English Literature. Students will begin by exploring how gender is presented
in the Shakespearean classic Romeo and Juliet. From fight scenes to disputes with parents, we will look at how Shakespeare
presents themes to his audience and how these develop across the play. Following this, students will then begin to study a
range of poems which have powerful voices and evaluate how poets use language and structure to evoke different feelings
from their readers.
In English Language, students will debate how women have been presented through language over time. They will explore
a range of fiction and non-fiction texts and consider how writers have created the identity of women through the media, but
also how have women have used writing and their voices to fight for equality.

Term 2: Discovery and Truth
Students have developed their knowledge and
appreciation of playwrights and drama through watching
a live performance of Macbeth and studying Priestley’s
morality play, An Inspector Calls. We have really
challenged our students to develop their subject
terminology and consider how writers use characters as

tools to challenge beliefs in society.
In English Language, Year 10 have applied their knowledge of Key Stage
3 and the study of viewpoints to the English Language Paper 2 GCSE.
They have closely read different texts and developed the skill of
comparing perspectives and the methods that writers use.

Term 3: Identity and Voice
Students will continue their study of voices in poetry from Year 9 and
apply their advanced knowledge of analysing ideas and writers’ devices
to the Power and Conflict poetry cluster. These poems range from World
War 1 poetry to poems about power and nature. We want to boost
students’ confidence through oracy tasks linked to big questions about
ideas in poetry, so that students can explore and appreciate different
interpretations of literature.



Term 2: Discovery and Responsibility
Year 11 also enjoyed the live performance of Macbeth, and a range of other Literature interventions such as
masterclasses by Stacey Reay and targeted group sessions to deepen knowledge of A Christmas Carol and the
Power and Conflict poetry. Students have also worked hard to prepare for their mocks and we were very
impressed with how the students conducted themselves during these examinations.

Term 3: Identity and Reflection
The final hurdle! To finish the Farringdon journey for our students, we will focus on building stamina and confidence for the
real examinations, whilst also encouraging students to celebrate their strengths in English. We will be supporting our
students with their revision with lunchtime intervention sessions, weekly homework tasks and using lesson time to bring
together the knowledge they have for the core texts. We want to thank Year 11 for their hard work, but also remind them
that this is the time to get prepared, identify areas to focus on, and to ensure that all opportunities that teachers offer to
boost knowledge and confidence before the exams are grabbed with both hands.



This term, year 7 have been starting to apply the number skills that they covered before Christmas to a
variety of other strands in maths.

They were introduced to probability for the first time where they used their knowledge of fractions,
decimals and percentage to investigate the likelihood of different events. They also then used probability
to predict the possible future outcomes of an event and looked at the use of probability in real life
situations such as weather forecasting.

The next topic studied by year 7 was algebra. This was an introduction for some and an opportunity to develop the skills
first seen in year 6. Students looked at expressions, equations and formulae. They formed algebraic expressions to
describe mathematical relationships and also used formulae from other subjects such as science.

The students then worked on ratio and proportion. Again they applied their numbers skills to simplify and divide
quantities in a ratio. They also used proportion to find the best value for money by comparing deals and using currency
exchange rates.

They will finish this term looking at properties of angle and shape. Investigating 2D and 3D shapes and then solving
geometrical problems.

Next term we will be studying graphs, sequences, symmetry, measures and accurate drawing and calculating the
perimeter, area and volume of common shapes.

Our Year 8 students returned to school after their Christmas break, hopefully refreshed and ready to
further their mathematical knowledge. We all studied fractions, decimals and percentages first, with
many real life applications covered such as profit and loss and compound interest. The next topic was
Probability, so we were also able to utilise the skills learnt with fractions to help solve probability
problems.

Algebra was next on our curriculum journey, again with some students starting with the basics, but many
others progressing onto forming and solving equations, helping them to find solutions to more difficult mathematical
problems.

Ratio and Proportion came next - forming ratios, cancelling and sharing values in a given ratio being the staple for most
classes. Proportional reasoning was also studied which can be tricky. “If it takes 6 men, 2 hours to paint a fence, how
long will it take 4 men?” This is a classic which can be solved by logical thinking or more formal, mathematical approaches.

As we approached another well-deserved break at Easter, we concluded the term with angle work – not only measuring
and drawing angles, but calculating angles within parallel lines and polygons again, using established Mathematical
procedures.



One of the first topics in 2022 was Probability. However, as this requires a good understanding of
arithmetic with fractions, we ensured that this unit of work was completed first.

Some of the students had not studied Algebra so far this year, so they completed an entire unit of work
from algebraic manipulation to solving simple linear equations. Those who had already covered Algebra
in Term 1, progressed to solving linear equations and some extremely difficult quadratic equations by
factorising or completing the square. They were also introduced to the Quadratic Formula for the first

time.

Ratio and Proportion came next - forming ratios, cancelling and sharing values in a given ratio all the way through to
combining ratios and forming equations with ratios.

Proportional reasoning can be used to work out best buys, and change food recipes, etc. Some students also used it to
produce formulae - linking values in direct or inverse proportion, the latter being one of the higher GCSE topics.

The final topic for most of Year 9 was work with angles. Teaching this topic had proven very difficult over the previous
two years of lockdown, so for many it was their first introduction. Accurately measuring and drawing angles is a necessity,
but we don’t always need to measure them. There are a number of Mathematical rules which can be applied to calculate
angles in triangles, in parallel lines and inside polygons (pentagons, hexagons, etc)

So we are well on target to complete the Year 9 curriculum by the summer. We have about 5 more topics that will be
covered next term, ensuring that the students have the required groundwork when they start their GCSE in year 10.

After Christmas, our Year 10 began with fractions decimals and percentages – a topic with lots of real life
application and skills required for all jobs. It was followed by probability, where students work with
fractions as learned in the previous topic. They looked at finding probabilities of events and using Venn
diagrams and tree diagrams to show scenarios.
Following this, Year 10 begun to work on algebra. To follow the expressions and formulae topic covered
in term 1, they now went on to equations and inequalities. With this unit of work, the students will use
knowledge gained earlier in the year to then solve equations and understand and draw inequalities.

Ratio and proportion was the next topic covered, with students learning about sharing in a ratio and both direct and
inverse proportion. Some students have now begun properties of angles and shape where they will learn about interior
and exterior angles as well as 2D and 3D shapes. After Easter, Year 10 will be looking at compound measures, graphs and
moving on to perimeter, area and volume, building on their shape knowledge from the current topic.

All students have continued to impress with their positive attitude to maths. Class teachers have looked
at the results from mock 1 with their classes and then identified key areas to work on so that all students
can continue to maximize their understanding in maths.
Students studying the foundation tier started 2022 by further developing their knowledge of algebra,
solving linear, quadratic and simultaneous equations. They also consolidated their understanding of
inequalities.
They then went on to apply their knowledge of fractions, decimals and percentages to probability, looking

at two way tables, Venn diagram, probability tree diagrams and relative frequency.
The next unit of work was ratio and proportion – this is a topic that regularly appears on GCSE maths papers so it was
important that we reviewed this work before mock 2.
The final topic studied before the second mock examinations was the properties of angle and shape where the students
applied their knowledge of angle facts to more complex geometrical problems.
Students have now completed the work on measures and accurate drawing following the mock exams and will then
review the final few units of work including perimeter, area and volume, sequences and the fundamentals of
trigonometry and Pythagoras theorem when they return after Easter.
The students who will be sitting the higher papers have followed a slightly different sequence of learning due to the
emphasis on algebra in this tier.



They also started 2022 studying equations and inequalities and then moving on to probability. The two classes then went
on to further develop their understanding of graphs and functions, looking at equations of parallel and perpendicular
lines, graphs of quadratic and cubic functions, the equation of a circle and tangents. They had been introduced to
functions in year 10 but we then studied this topic in much more detail before mock 2.
Following mock 2 we then reviewed ratio and proportion, focusing on direct and inverse proportion and then
consolidated our understanding of perimeter area and volume. We will be finishing this term by checking our
understanding of more complex Pythagoras and trigonometry.
Staff were again impressed with the attitude and behaviour of all students during their second mock examinations. They
were positive and focused throughout all 3 maths papers. This attitude to learning will definitely put them in good stead
for their final GCSE examinations starting in May.
As you can see, year 11 have covered a massive amount of work this year. They will be spending their final few weeks
before the GCSE examinations fine tuning their knowledge and developing their examination techniques.
Good luck to all of our students next term.



Year 7 have continued to progress through their curriculum in science and during the Spring
term have covered Biology: Structure and function of body systems; Chemistry: Elements,
atoms and compounds; Physics: Sound; Biology: Reproduction.

Opportunities for practical work have arisen throughout the term with pupils particularly
enjoying the chemistry aspect of science. Working in the laboratory with Bunsen burners and

watching the reactions of different elements and compounds is always a great part of the science curriculum.
The measurement of the speed of sound and testing our hearing ages was also a great part of covering sound.
When covering reproduction with year 7 the science department are able to supplement the personal
development program covered by tutors while explaining the biological function of reproduction in organisms.

The remaining topics for Year 7 to cover during the summer term are Chemical reactions; Light; Acids and
alkalis and Space. Space is always a topic that generates a lot of interest with students and the unit timing
should coincide with the arrival of the first information received from The Webb Telescope.

The summer term will see Year 7 complete their studies for the year with an end of year test culminating the
year. This will help us review the progress made this year and help us place the students in the most
appropriate class for Year 8. Miss Ivey continues to run the Science Club open to year 7 and 8 after school on
Mondays.

Year 8 have made good progress through the curriculum this year and have made up on some
lost ground during year 7. They are developing their practical and investigative skills each term
after missing practical work throughout year 7.

During the Spring term they have studied units covering; Physics: Electricity and magnetism;
Biology: Ecosystem processes; Chemistry: Separation techniques; Physics: Energy.

Practical opportunities have seen pupils in year 8; build a selection of electrical circuits including
electromagnets; plot a magnetic field using a compass; use a quadrat to consider the distribution of plants;
separate salt from rock salt using filtration and evaporation; use chromatography to separate the dyes that
make up different coloured inks.

The remaining topics for Year 8 to be covered during the summer term are Adaptation and inheritance,
Metals and acid, Motion and Pressure and The Earth.

The summer term will see Year 8 complete their studies for the year with an end of year test culminating the
year. This will help us review the progress made this year and also help us place the students in the most
appropriate group for Year 9. Miss Ivey continues to run the Science Club open to year 7 and 8 after school on
Mondays.

Year 9 are building on their knowledge from Year 7 and 8 as they continue to move through
the GCSE Science course. During the spring term units were covered on; Biology: Cell division;
Chemistry: The Periodic Table; Physics: Energy transfer by heating; Biology: Organisation of
organisms; Chemistry: Structure and bonding.

Practical work in Year 9 becomes a more measured process as pupils cover the required
practicals, which will form questions in their GCSE exams. Whereas the pupils do not have to



submit a practical write up to the exam board they do need to have a good understanding of the methods and
the science behind their results. Required practicals covered so far in year 9 science include; Using a light
microscope; Investigating osmosis; Identifying food groups using food tests; Investigating the effects of pH on
enzyme activity; Determining specific heat capacity.

In the Summer term Y9 will move on to cover the topics of; Physics: Energy resources; Biology: Organising
animals and plants; Chemistry: Chemical calculations; Physics: Electrical circuits. The classes have been
rearranged during the spring term to reflect option choices. A final assessment at the end of Y9 will help us
further decide the groupings for Year 10 and identify any gaps in knowledge that may exist.

The pupils have continued with their respective GCSE courses in science which all offer a
combination of biology, chemistry and physics topics. The topics covered during the spring
term have included; Biology: Preventing and treating disease; Chemistry: Electrolysis; Physics:
Molecules and matter; Biology: Non-Communicable disease; Chemistry: Energy Changes;
Physics: Radioactivity; Biology: Photosynthesis; Chemistry: Rates and equilibrium; Physics:
Forces in balance; Biology: Respiration.
Practical work in Year 10 continues to cover the required practicals, which will form questions

in their GCSE exams. Whereas the pupils do not have to submit a practical write up to the exam board they do
need to have a good understanding of the methods and the science behind their results. Required practicals
covered in the Spring term have included; Investigate the effect of light intensity on photosynthesis; Preparing
a salt from an insoluble oxide; Investigate the electrolysis of a solution; Investigate temperature changes in
reactions; Investigate the effect of concentration on rate of reactions; Calculating densities.

In the summer term year 10 will cover; Biology: The human nervous system; Chemistry: Crude oil and fuels;
Physics: Motion; Biology: Hormonal coordination; Chemistry: Organic reactions (Triple only); Chemistry:
Chemical analysis; Physics: Force and motion; Biology: Homeostasis (Triple only); Biology: Reproduction;
Chemistry: Polymers (Triple only).

Paper 1 topics have been covered and an opportunity to give year 10 a full paper 1 mock exam will be taken
during the summer term.

Many of year 11 are now working hard in preparation for their GCSE exams during the Summer
term. During the Spring term the GCSE courses have been completed. Advanced information
from the exam board has been provided to the schools and this information has been given to
11 pupils on Teams, as a link on the website and in paper form. References to revision guide
pages and websites are included on the presentations given to the pupils.

The students have completed paper 2 mocks based on the advanced information provided by
the exam board. Analysis of these mocks will help identify a clear revision focus.

In the second half of the spring term the revision timetable of lessons based on the advanced information has
been followed by year 11. They will continue to revise during the summer term with the focus being on the
advanced information topics provided by the exam board.

Science revision sessions are on Tuesday nights throughout the summer term and are open to all. All year 11
pupils are encouraged to speak with a science teacher about any part of their revision they require support
with.



This term our topic is ‘Food’. We have:
 Studied the artists Sarah Graham and Jon Burgerman
 Created oil pastel studies of sweets inspired by Sarah Graham
 Improved our observational drawing skills to create close-up studies of food in coloured pencil
 Learned how to create mono-prints

Coming next term: Steampunk

This term our topic is ‘Street Art’. We have:
 Considered whether graffiti is art or vandalism?
 Studied the art of Frank Styles and Rosie Woods
 Looked at street art around Sunderland
 Designed and produced a piece of street art for the side of a building inspired by the work of
Rosie Woods and taken into account issues we feel strongly about such as the NHS, Ukraine and
LGBTQ+

Coming next term: Selfies



This term our topic is ‘Creatures’. We have
 Learned about careers in the creative industries especially in game design, film and concept art
 Studied the work of Jan Svankmajer, the creative teams behind the concept art for The Walking
Dead, Dr Who and Harry Potter
 Designed our own creatures inspired by Jan Svankmajer
 Worked as concept artists to create facial features of creatures from film and TV

Coming next term: Movement

Photography GCSE
We are developing our coursework portfolio. This term we have:
 Developed a series of edited images from our own photographs
 Learned how to use ProCreate on the iPad
 Learned the animation technique of Rotoscoping
 Learned about the film-making process
 Written treatments for our own film, produced story boards and developed a filming schedule

 Started filming ready for editing after the Easter holiday
Coming next term: Film editing and special effects

Art GCSE Art, Craft and Design:
We are developing our coursework portfolio. This term we
have:

 Experimented and developed our work using a range
of techniques and materials
 Learned how to use ProCreate on the iPad
 Started to consider using textiles in our art projects
 Produced a large scale (A2) personal response linked
to our individual project

Coming next term: Textiles and oil painting



GCSE Art, Craft and Design
We have completed our coursework portfolio. This term we have:
Finished off our individual coursework portfolio work
Collated our work in sketchbooks
Completed any personal responses that we have created to go with our individual projects
Handed in our coursework ready for marking!
After the Easter holiday we will be mounting and displaying our work in the GCSE exhibition. Our Art

teachers will be marking our work over the Easter holiday.

Coming next term: GCSE Art, Craft and Design Final Year 11 Exhibition



Year 7 during the
spring term students
have continued to
extend their
knowledge around
Christian teachings
and whether the

teachings of Jesus Christ stand the test
of time. The skills involved
throughout this unit particularly focus
on analytical skills and investigation
into what the students believe to be
true.

As we move into the summer term
students will continue to extend their
skills shown throughout their spring
term and particularly focus on
analytical skills and investigation into
what the students believe to be true
and what difference does it make to
be non-religious in Britain.

Year 8 have
continued studying
throughout the
spring term
stereotyping of Islam
as well as what is
challenging about

being a Muslim in Britain today. We
also had a visit from the Islamic
Diversity Centre discussing culture and
attitudes.

As we head into the summer term year
8 students will finish the Islamic
Religion with a visit to a local Mosque
before starting, our new topic. Why
we have suffering in the world, and
are there any good solutions.

Year 9 throughout
the Spring Term
have researched The
Holocaust from a
Faith perspective.
Looking at how
people are able to

keep or lose their faith during the
worst times of their lives. Again,
building from year 8 and investigating
how Hitler was able to commit
Genocide.

In the summer term we will
investigate the Dharma Religion of
Buddhism, building up on their
knowledge of Buddhism and how do
his experiences and teachings have
meaning to people today.

In year 10, students throughout the autumn term, have completed the unit Medical Ethics. They have
developed their knowledge on Genetical Engineering and cloning. We have investigated Abortion and
whether or not it is acceptable. We are now answering questions around Euthanasia and if it is ever
right. Student debate has been exceptional throughout the term.

As we head into the summer term, students will continue with Religion and Life answering big questions
around life.



Year 7 have continued their learning journey from the Anglo Saxons to the Normans. They have focused
on the key question ‘How much did England change during the Norman Conquest?’ Within this topic
they have learnt how William of Normandy became the king of England and how he established control.
They have looked in detail at Motte and Bailey castles, the Feudal System, the Harrying of the North and
the Domesday Book. They have then used their knowledge of these actions to practice their historical
skill of causation by completing an extended piece of writing to answer the question ‘Explain how the
Normans were able to assert their authority in England after 1066.’

Within their study of the Normans they have looked at a number of historical concepts, including diversity with the period.
They have looked a several key women notably Matilda of Flanders, Countess Gytha, the Empress Matilda and Eleanor of
Aquitaine.

Next term our students will continue their journey through Medieval England and study the importance and power of
the Medieval Church through the murder of Thomas Becket and the subsequent consequences. They will then examine
the power struggle between King John and his Barons and the development of the Magna Carta. Our journey will then
take us to the infamous Black Death. Alongside these key events in English history students will learn about Mansa Musa
and Medieval Mali.

Year 8 have continued their study of the Tudors by examining how far being a woman was a problem
for Tudor monarchs. They have investigated the rule of Lady Jane Grey, Mary I and Elizabeth I. They
have focused on the concept of religion and learnt how differences between Catholics and Protestants
dominated Tudor life. Students have been assessed on their ability to use and question historical
evidence by completing an assessment focusing on what they could learn from a specific source of
evidence.

The learning journey has then continued with Tudor exploration and the settlement of the New World. Students have
investigated what motivated the Elizabethans to explore and conquer. They have then completed an extended piece of
writing practicing the historical skill of significance where they have justified which reason they thought was the most
important reason for Elizabethan exploration. Within this same topic students have learnt about the first three English
colonies in the New World and looked at how attitudes towards race evolved from the Renaissance to the Industrial
Period.

Next term their learning journey will continue with an investigation in to the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. Students will
investigate the enslavement of the African people and the impact of this key event upon Africa, the Americans and Britain.

Year 9 continued their study of the First World War and practiced their ability to use historical evidence
within an investigation about the notorious Battle of the Somme. They have then learnt how and why
the war came to an end and the immediate consequences of this for Germany.

They have continued their learning journey by discovering the causes of the Second World War and
understanding how the two wars are closely connected to each other. They have focused on the impact
of the Treaty of Versailles, the rise of Adolf Hitler in Germany and Britain’s policy of Appeasement.



Students have produced an extended piece of writing to assess their ability to explain causation by addressing the
question ‘Explain why the Treaty of Versailles was unpopular with the German people.’

Our current topic focuses on the Holocaust and subsequent genocides. Students will focus on the key question ‘Have
lessons been learnt in History?’ They will investigate the roots of Anti-Semitism, study the key events of the Holocaust,
examine events in other genocides such as Rwanda and then investigate the response of the international community.
They will look at the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the equality laws that were introduced throughout latter
half of the twentieth century.

Year 10 have continued their study of Germany and have looked at how Hitler came to power. They have
studied the creation of the Nazi Party, the Munich Putsch, the redevelopment of the Nazi Party and the
impact of the Wall Street Crash. They have then investigated how Hitler became the Chancellor of
Germany and transformed the country from a democracy to a dictatorship. They are now examining life
in Nazi Germany and will complete a full paper 3 assessment to assess their knowledge.

Next term they will begin paper 1 which focuses on the development of medicine. This is a study of change
and continuity over time. Students will look at how attitudes towards the cause, treatment and prevention of disease
have developed from the medieval period to present day. They will be assessed on their ability to make comparisons
between time periods, explain the reasons for change and continuity and give historical judgments. In addition they will
complete a study of a historic environment linked to medicine. This will focus on injuries and treatments during the First
World War.

Year 11 have been studying paper two, Early Elizabethan England 1558 to 1588. They have focused on the
reign of Elizabeth I, her problems as Queen, life during the Elizabethan period and exploration to the New
World. They have investigated Elizabethan society and learnt about the hierarchy within society, leisure
activities, poverty, education and travel. They have then focused on the problems that Elizabeth I faced
and how she dealt with them, most notably religion.

In the recent mock exams students sat both paper 1, medicine, and paper 2 Elizabeth. With exams fast
approaching revision is paramount to success. Weekly revision sessions are held within the department and focus on
Germany. Next term lessons will focus on revision as the teaching of the course will be finished. Students must complete
their own revision outside of this and all have been given a revision guide for each topic. GCSE Pod is also an excellent
revision resource and all students have their own logins.



Y7 ICT and
Enterprise
This term, the
students in Year 7
have been studying
some key elements
of the ICT and

Computing curriculum. This was
implemented at this stage of their
curriculum journey in order to ensure
that as many gaps as possible were
filled which may have been caused by
Covid-19 and the students missed
knowledge. In the networks unit, the
students have been looking at what
makes up a network, the history of
computer networks and how
networks benefit our ‘working world’.
The students have also looked at the
internet and the threats that are
caused through the growing
importance of the internet in our
lives. This was an excellent
opportunity to do some cross-
curricular work with History as we
looked at the use of the internet by
world leaders, such as Vladimir Putin,
in order to devise propaganda and
control the narrative in a country.

The second half-term of the spring
term has been focused on giving the
students a solid foundation
knowledge of the uses and tools on
Microsoft excel. The students have
been learning basic formatting tools,
collecting data from their peers,
creating tables, using formulae and
creating graphs and charts with the
data they have collected.

Y8 ICT and
Enterprise
This term, our Year 8
ICT and Enterprise
students have
covered two topics;
‘What is a Business?’

and ‘Structure of Businesses’. Half
term 3 involved them considering
what a business is and what skills are
needed in order to become an
entrepreneur. The students looked at
a number of famous entrepreneurs
and the skills they demonstrated. They
have also looked at examples of
business successes and failures and
the reasons behind their success or
failure. They concluded this topic with
a look at their own skills and qualities
through a Skills Audit where they
identified their strengths and areas for
development. In half term 4, Year 8
students have looked at three
different kinds of business ownership
(sole traders, partnerships and private
limited companies), as well as
different kinds of Small Medium
Enterprises. They have also
considered the different aims that
enterprises may have, as well as their
own aims and aspirations. Next half
term, Year 8 students will be looking
into the importance of a professional
corporate image and why it is
important for enterprises to have one.
This unit will involve students
developing their ICT skills further in
order to design a logo for their
business, as well as other computer-
based activities.

Y9 ICT and
Enterprise
In the spring term,
students in year 9
have covered two
topics in their ICT
and Enterprise

curriculum. The focus of this terms
topics has been Computer Science
related with knowledge on Cloud
Services and the HTML programming
language covered.

Students have looked at Cloud
Services and have been given the task
of explaining how the world of work
has changed dramatically in recent
years as a result of the rapid
development of ‘remote working’
tools, added to the fact that Covid-19
has accelerated the usage of remote
working in a host of different working
environments. We have studied the
benefits and drawbacks of remote
working and we have looked at
specific scenarios and professions and
how they have been affected by the
changes.

The second half term has focused on
the HTML programming language.
Hyper-Text-Mark-up-Language is the
programming language used to create
websites. The students have been
learning how to save a suitable HTML
file and use folders to create a good
structure for their website. We have
looked at basic HTML tags and the
students have applied them to their
own website on a topic of their choice
in order to create their own webpage.



Enterprise
This term, students have completed Learning Aim C theory work within Component 1 (Investigating
Enterprise). They have looked at the internal and external factors that can affect businesses and have
researched a business of their choice in order to carry out a SWOT analysis and a PEST analysis. Following
this, the students have then looked at what makes a business successful. Students then started their
Component 1 coursework where they are using the theory from the whole of term 1 and term 2 in order
to investigate a ‘real-life’ local enterprise. Once their research is complete, they will be writing a formal

report discussing and evaluating their findings. This will account for 30% of their final grade and should be completed in
June.

Next half term, students will be continuing their Component 1 coursework. Alongside this, they will be starting the
Component 3 exam unit which covers Promotion and Finance for Enterprise. They will be looking at different ways that
enterprises promote their business and how market segmentation is carried out. In addition, they will find out about the
importance of cash flow forecasting and how to calculate cash flow forecasts.

Digital Information Technology
In the spring term, the students have been working on their Component 1, Task B and Task C coursework. They have
completed the first component of their coursework and this has been submitted for marking and entry to the exam board.
The students have been creating Guided User Interface (GUI) for a made-up sports stadium called The Neoteric Stadium.
They have covered many aspects of project planning as well as learning a wealth of tools and techniques needed to create
an effective Digital Interface.
The project planning aspect of the curriculum has included topics such as; PERT charts, GANTT charts, mood-boards and
mind-maps. This aspect has helped to prepare students for what is expected of them in the working environment when
completing a task that could take a considerable amount of time and that has many different checkpoints to reach.
The students are now doing the first topics in preparation for their examination in February 2023. This includes cyber-
security and computer networks, as well as looking at the implications of ‘remote-working’ on the working environment.

Enterprise
This has been an exceptionally busy term for Y11 Enterprise students. In January, they worked hard on
revising and preparing for their Component 3 Promotion and Finance exam which will account for 40% of
their final grade. This was done through looking at a range of past exam papers, practice questions and
targeted intervention questions. Exam After their exam at the start of February, students have been
working on their Business Plans for their Component 2 coursework which will account for 30% of their
final grade. This has involved them coming up with three chosen ideas for a micro-enterprise, carrying out

market research through a questionnaire, as well as researching potential competitors. During the final week of term 2,
students will be presenting their Business Pitches which are a summary of their Business Plan where they have to promote
their chosen micro-enterprise idea. Students not achieving their target grade in their Component 3 Promotion and
Finance exam will be re-entered to sit the exam for a second time in May.

Digital Information Technology
Students in Y11 have had their first attempt at their actual GCSE exam paper this term. The exam was in February and
students will be receiving their results on Thursday 7th April. The term has consisted of getting the students ready for the
exam as much as possible, covering all of the topics needed for the exam, as well as, some vital examination techniques
for different types of questions.
The students have mainly covered; implications of modern technology on the world of work, policies, cyber-security, legal
and ethical considerations and how to prevent data threats and data loss.
They have also been completing and submitting their final piece of coursework. This coursework has been based around
the data for a transport company. The students have had to manipulate and manage the data in a professional manner
in order to ensure that all tasks and apsects of their coursework were complete to a high level. In this unit students have
covered many things such as; conditional formatting, data validation, formulae, graphs and charts, pivot tables,
formatting and macros.



Year 7 students have
been studying
orchestral music.
This has involved
using the elements
of music to describe
and articulate how

the elements of music have been used
in various orchestral works. This
scheme of work focused on the
students’ previous knowledge on the
elements of music and reinforced this
with even more key words associated
with tempo and dynamics. Students
also participated in paired keyboard
performances of, When the Saints Go
Marching in.

Students will continue with their
current scheme of work next half-
term which is Carnival of the Animals.
This scheme will focus on composition
with students having some autonomy
over how they compose, as some
classes will do group performances
and others will work on Garage Band.
All compositions will utilise keyboard
skills, and the elements of music to
create a piece of music that
represents an animal.

Year 8 students have
been fully engaged
in fusion

composition
throughout this half-
term using Garage
Band to create a

dance fusion with traditional Chinese
music. Students listened to a range of
traditional and modern Chinese music
and completed research on it to grasp
the key hallmarks of it, they then used
their keyboard skills to record drone
notes, and in some cases pentatonic
melodies into Garage band. Students
listened to a range of different Chinese
instruments from a pipa to an erhu.

Moving forward students will continue
with The Planets a musical suite
composed by British composer Gustav
Holst. Students will be challenged with
group and individual performances
throughout next half-term. There is a
focus on group work and performing
to others next half-term, as team work
will build character within the
curriculum.

Students have been
working on a song
writing project. A
number of classes
have worked really
well when working
as a team. Y9 classes

have had more confidence performing
as a group, so much so that one group
of Y9s are representing the Academy
in Search for a Star competing against
other secondary schools in
Sunderland. Students have been
studying diatonic harmony, conjunct
melodies and riffs/ostinatos, all of
which are important parts of songs
and song writing.

This will prepare students for their
final term which will consist of battle
of the bands. Students will be able to
perform songs that they have worked
on previously or compositions that
they have come up with. Students will
look into the business aspects of
putting on a gig and the legislation
and health & safety involved, as well.



Year 7 have covered a broad range of
topics in PE this term. Using the Head,
Heart and Hands framework students
have been exploring making informed
decisions about healthy active
lifestyles focusing on the spiritual and
emotional components of a healthy

lifestyle. The spiritual component focuses on students
having a sense of purpose, strong values and morals and
having a sense of belonging and unity with others, and
how this can be further developed through attendance
to extra-curricular clubs. Students also look at the
importance of the emotional component of a healthy
lifestyle and how through sport they can learn to express
emotions constructively, recognize emotions and
develop coping strategies as well as equipping students
with the skills to be able to talk to others if feeling sad. Students have also been exploring different careers in sport such
as sports performers, coaches, media roles, fitness instructors, entrepreneurs, social media fitness apps, equipment
design, sports clothing as well as the routes to access a career in sport. These concepts along with others have been
taught through dance, outdoor adventurous activities, badminton and swimming for the girls and trampolining, dance,
basketball and badminton for the boys.

Year 8 have covered a broad range of
topics in PE this term. Using the Head,
Heart and Hands framework students have
been introduced to Olympic and
Paralympic values. Students have been
exploring how sport is also used to
promote positive values in society

generally and by demonstrating these values on and off the
field, sportspeople become positive role models. This term
students have focused on the Olympic value, respect and
Paralympic values, courage, determination and inspiration.
The focus for each has been, Respect - having
consideration for yourself, others and the wider
environment. It includes respecting the rules of sport and
the officials who uphold them. Courage - someone rising
above their circumstances and showing their true worth. Determination - someone pushing themselves to the limit in
order to achieve what they set out to do. Inspiration - being a positive role model – someone using their achievements
to lead the way for others. Year 8 have also impressed us with their leadership skills in lessons, several students have
been given the opportunity to be sports leaders putting their skills into action at various primary school festivals, where
we have received some excellent feedback. These concepts along with others have been taught through badminton,
fitness, football, netball and trampolining for the girls and outdoor adventurous activities, basketball, rugby, swimming,
football and badminton for the boys.



Year 9 have covered a broad
range of topics in PE this term.
Using the Head, Heart and Hands
framework students have been
investigating components of
both physical and skill-related
fitness, how they relate to health

and exploring the benefits of regular physical
activity. Students have also looked at why we
should avoid smoking and alcohol. Students
have explored how regular exercise benefits you
physically, psychologically and socially in the
following ways. Physical, improved
cardiovascular and muscular-skeletal health,
maintaining a healthy weight and reducing the
risk of coronary heart disease, diabetes and
some cancers. Psychological, improved mental
wellbeing, positive self-esteem and lower levels of anxiety and stress. Social, build confidence, build social skills and
improved concentration and learning. Students have also been exploring different careers in sport such as sports
performers, coaches, media roles, fitness instructors, entrepreneurs, social media fitness apps, equipment design, sports
clothing as well as the routes to access a career in sport. Year 9 have also impressed us with their leadership skills in
lessons, several students have been given the opportunity to be sports leaders putting their skills into action at various
primary school festivals, where we have received some excellent feedback about our students. These concepts along
with others have been taught through badminton, fitness, football, netball and trampolining for the girls and basketball,
rugby, swimming, football and badminton for the boys.

Year 10 have covered a
broad range of topics in PE
this term. Those students
following core PE have
participated in trampolining
and rugby for the girls and
fitness, football and

badminton for the boys with a focus on
leading healthy active lifestyles and forming
good habits. Those students following BTEC
Sport have continued to complete Unit 2:
Practical Performance in Sport. This unit
focuses on developing and improving
practical sports performance in two sports.
This is achieved through active participation
in badminton or trampolining for the girls
and football for the boys and then reflection
on their own performance and that of other
sports performers. Year 10 have recently started Unit 1: Fitness for Sport and Exercise, in this unit students will learn
about the components of fitness, the principles of training, explore different fitness training methods and investigate
fitness testing to determine fitness levels. This unit will be assessed with an external online exam at the end of Year 10.
Several Year 10 students have represented the school as Sports Leaders at primary school festivals, we aim to give every
Year 10 this valuable opportunity.



Year 11 have covered a broad range of topics in PE this term. Those students following core PE have
participated in netball and badminton for the girls and basketball, football and cricket for the boys with a
focus on leading healthy active lifestyles and forming good habits. Those students following BTEC Sport
have continued to complete Unit 3: Applying the Principles of Personal Training, students have to
implement a self-designed personal fitness training programme to achieve own goals and objectives,
explore the musculoskeletal system and cardiorespiratory system and the effects on the body during
fitness training and then review their personal fitness training programme. Students should ensure they

take every opportunity to attend intervention and support classes to complete work to the best of their ability, ahead of
deadlines! BTEC Sport students have nearly reached the final straight of their PE Journey! Next term they will complete
their final task Unit 4: Leading Sports Activities, students will explore the attributes associated with successful sports
leadership. Several Year 11 students have represented the school as Sports Leaders at primary school festivals, we have
been extremely impressed with their maturity and positive attitudes, we have received excellent feedback from the
primary school students and teachers.



BTEC Tech Award Child Development

This term, our Y10 Child Development students have been continuing to learn the content for Component
1: Children’s Growth and Development. They have also made a great start with the internal assessment
for Component 1. The deadline for the first part of the assessment was the end of March and the next
part of the assessment is due in May.

This term, our Y11 Child Development students have been busy working on their Component 2 Internal
Assessment, this component covers how children play and learn and, for their assignment, students have
identified different types of play and have described in detail the toys and resources that can support all
five areas of a child’s development. The component 2 assessment is worth 30% of the final BTEC grade.
Back in February, students sat their Component 3 exam, this is worth 40% of the final BTEC grade and
results for the exam are due on our last day of term.



Our year 10 construction students have continued with their Unit 2 build project. The students have been
working at a steady pace and I happy to say that the boys have completed their build. Their stud walls
have now been plaster boarded. Skimmed and painted ready for marking and assessment. The next task
to tackle is the unit 2 controlled assignment. For this task the students must plan and price the unit 2
project from start to finish. This must include the cost of all tools and materials. As well as PPE. They must
also write a sequenced plan to cover the build and this must include health and safety in the form of risk
assessments for each of the three trade skills they have been learning and putting into practice. Hopefully

we can get this assignment done before the end of the term.

Our year 11 construction students have been continuing with their unit 3 work. They have been learning
how to plan construction projects in sequence as well as appropriating time to each building phase they
sequence. To help them progress with their class work the students have each had a construction site
visit. Darran Snarr, the project manager from Kier construction. Kindly invited our students onto his site
at the new Sunningdale SEND school currently being built in the local community. Once on site our
students learned firsthand how the planning was done in the construction industry. The students were
also given the chance to tour the site to see the planning and construction work being carried out. A

huge thankyou to Darran and his site manager Bradley who took us on our site tour and answered all questions the
students fired at him.



Students have been
making their note
holders this term
and for many it was
their first time using
hand tools to cut and
shape different

materials. The students have worked
really hard and came up with some
fantastic results!

Now they are designing and making
designing and making electronic
jitterbugs using a variety of materials
and electronic components. They will
be looking at how they can use the
work of other designers to help them
with their ideas.

In year 8 students
have completed
their making for the
letter rack project,
the students have
really enjoyed being
back in the

workshop and produced some great
work.

We are now about to begin our next
project designing and making a light
box. Students will be using computer
aided design and computer aided
manufacture to make an image to go
on the box and I’m looking forward to
seeing some creative and interesting
ideas.

Year 9 students have
been in the
workshop this term
and many have been
quick to remember
their making skills
from year 7. They

have been using hand tools to create
a storage box and their knowledge of
computer aided design and computer
aided manufacture to make a design
for the box. The results have been
impressive.



Year 10 – Design and Technology
In Design and Technology this term students have demonstrated their ability to use subject specific
vocabulary when writing and talking about designing and making.
Students have been back in the workshop making lamps using the work of other designers for inspiration
with some great results.
They have continued to expand their knowledge of manufacturing processes using CAD / CAM with the
vinyl cutter.

Next term will see students beginning their NEA task which will contribute to 50% of their final mark at GCSE.



Year 10 Engineers have been working on Component 1 which contributes to their final mark. Their
assignment is to research different engineering sectors and how their work together.
They have also been learning about the main steps in the engineering design and make process by using
CAD / CAM to design and make bottle waiters, with some interesting results.



Food and Textiles Technology

This term, students
have been learning
about food science
and have made a
range of sweet and
savoury dishes to
demonstrate what

they’ve learnt.
We started the term by looking at the
shortening method and the impact
that this method has on the texture of
food products. To demonstrate this,
students made fruit crumble, scones
and Shortcrust pastry jam tarts. We
then moved on to raising agents and
investigating the impact that different
raising agents have on food products.
We started with biological raising
agents and students made bread rolls
to see yeast in action. We then moved
onto chemical raising agents and
students made ginger biscuits to see
bicarbonate of soda in action before
they got creative to design their own
bread product.

This term, year 8
have been learning
about the different
factors that affect
food choice. They
have investigated
seasonality, culture,

religion and environmental factors
and to develop technical skills,
students have made a selection of
dishes from around the world
including stir fry, chicken tikka masala
and the famous Sunderland delicacy –
pink slice!
Next term students will be learning
about food science and how
properties of food change during
cooking, they will also be completing a
short textiles project for which they
will design and make a felt phone
pouch.

Year 9 students have
studied two
different topics this
term. To start the
year, they looked at
the features of a

traditional
afternoon tea, what sort of dishes
could be included and what criteria
the products should meet. Students
learnt how to make successful
Shortcrust pastry then used the pastry
to make Bakewell slice and mini
quiches.
Half of our year 9 students are now
working on a street food project
which involves them looking at the
key features of street food, health,
safety and hygiene factors associated
with street food and the types of
street food that can be found around
the world. For this project, students
will be making healthy alternatives to
street foods including burgers, kebabs
and curry and chips!
The other half of year 9 are currently
working on a short textiles project
which involves them learning how to
use the sewing machines to make a
reusable tote bag inspired by the work
of Vivienne Westwood.
Next term, students will swap projects
to ensure they cover the whole year 9
curriculum.



GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition

This term Y10 students have began their Food, Nutrition and Health unit for this qualification. They have
been looking at what makes up a healthy diet, as well as sources and functions of nutrients. Students have
also been developing their food preparation practical skills, taking part in Bake-Off style judging
competitions, this has involved students following recipes and then presenting their dishes to different
members of staff each week for assessment.

Next term students will be investigating food science and how food is cooked, they will be creating a range
of dishes again linking to food science topics such as raising agents as well as undertaking a selection of food science
investigations.

Our Y11 students have been working on the research section of their NEA this term. For their NEA,
students have been required to select from a range of tasks for which they must plan, prepare and produce
a two course meal. The NEA is worth 50% of the overall grade for GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition.
Students have also been working hard to prepare for their recent mock exam for paper 1. Paper 1
represents the remaining 50% of the qualification.

Next term, students will be cooking their own selection of dishes to allow them to demonstrate a range
of technical skills which will also contribute to their NEA. We will also continue to work hard on exam preparation for
the Spring mock exams.



Year 10 have been looking at different hair styles and practicing some fantastic techniques in hair and
beauty practical lessons.

Next term students will be exploring face painting designs and practicing the techniques on masks and on
their peers.

Next term students will be exploring face painting designs and practicing the techniques on masks and on their

peers.

Bun twisting with some pretty hair accessories.

Hand and arm massages using hand and nail cream

to moisturise the skin. Students loved practicing

some massage movements on their peers, finding

it very relaxing!

French plait techniques using amazing dexterity skills.

Nail painting designs on acrylic wheels.




