
FCA Reading

A few words from our school librarian: Mrs Hughes
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Bookbuzz
It’s nearly that me of year again! Students in Year 7 will soon be receiving a free book from school! 
Over the next few weeks, they will have the opportunity to choose which book to take home and 
read from a list of 17 tles. The tles on offer are all carefully selected by a panel of experts to 
ensure quality, suitability, and engagement. Students will receive their book before we break up for 
Christmas holidays. See below for a sneak peak of the tles on offer…

Library Introducons
LibLibrary introducon lessons are underway with students in Years 7 and 8. In 
the introductory lesson, students have found out how to use the library, 
what resources are available to loan, and why reading for pleasure is so 
rewarding. It has been lovely to welcome them into their school library, 
especially since due to Covid19 restricons, Year 8 were not able to use 
these facilies and instead had access to a mobile library which was a great 
resource, but you can’t beat reading a book whilst sing on the comfy 
chaichairs surrounded by books. 

We’ve had a phenomenal amount of interest in the library during lunchme 
so we’re looking to extend our library space so more students can read for 
pleasure in their personal me. It’s so important that everyone is able to sit 
back and relax with a book if that is what they desire and I am absolutely 
thrilled be able to welcome everyone back.

Newsleer



Summer Reading Challenge
A huge thank you to everyone for entering our Summer Reading Challenge compe on. It was 
wonderful to see you all enjoying your books over the holidays and reading them in weird and 
wonderful places! Congratulaons to our winner Lucy Barrass! Mrs Creegan will be in touch to give you 
your prize of an Amazon Fire Tablet. 

HeHere’s Lucy taking on the challenge of sharing a picture of her reading in a weird and wonderful place: 
deep in a forest- a perfect reading spot, don’t you think? 
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Please see Lucy's book review below and if you like the sound of the book, we have copies in our school 
library to loan. 

Mrs Hughes’ Recommended Read
Black and Brish: A Short, Essenal History 
by David Olusoga
12 years +

Recommended
Read

‘Black and Brish’ revised and rewrien especially for secondary 
school children, David Olusoga gives us a short, essenal 
introducon to Black Brish history. Illustrated with maps, photos, 
and portraits it covers the history of black people who have been in 
Britain since the Roman invasion to the current day. An important 
and must-read book for adults and secondary school children alike. 



City of Ghosts – Book Review
InIn my opinion, City of Ghosts is an interesng 
book that leaves you on the edge on your seat 
and makes you want to know what happens 
next. The story is set in Edinburgh, and it also 
explains what is in the Veil and introduces an 
evil spirit who takes people's lives and traps 
them in her dungeon.

TheThe Veil is the world between the living and the 
dead, where ghosts who have unfinished 
business go. The Raven in Red (the evil spirit) 
traps the living in her dungeon by taking your 
life and your soul, only coming back to trap 
more unfortunate souls. The main character, 
Cass, and her ghost friend are unfortunately 
trappedtrapped in the dungeon with many others who 
were caught before them. The book finishes 
with Cass leaving Edinburgh to start a new 
adventure.

I loved the story because it was really 
interesng and made me wonder what was 
going to happen next. Overall, it’s great for 
thrill seekers and people who love drama and 
books that leave you on the edge of your seat. 
My favourite character was Cass because she is 
kind but fearless. I would recommend City of 
GhoGhosts and I hope that there is a sequel 
because I want to know what happens next.

Key Stage 3 Book Club: 
ItIt is wonderful to be able to relaunch our Key 
Stage 3 Book Club and welcome back our 
original members from last year and plenty 
new faces too! We meet every Tuesday at 
12pm in the English Department with Mrs 
Creegan and Miss Hanley. It is a lovely, relaxed 
environment where we all read our chosen 
bookbook and discuss our opinions and predicons, 
whilst eang some tasty treats! 

Year 7: Katherine Rundell's The Explorer 

Year 9: Malorie Blackman's Noughts and 
Crosses 

We are also excited to start our planning of 
our trips, so watch this space! 
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Reading for Pleasure:
WWe are connuing to put me aside in our English lessons for our students to read a book of their choice. This is 
for all students in Year 7, 8 and 9 and so far, everyone has made a fantasc start! We ask that students bring a 
reading book to school every day, from home, our school library or from our book corners that we have available 
in every English classroom- our students should never be without a book! We also ask that students connue to 
read the book at home and log this weekly in their Home Reading Log, which can be found on page 161 of the 
school planner. Reading for pleasure will be rewarded with points on Class Charts, and you can get involved too! 
PleasePlease award a point on Class Charts using the parent app, every me you see your child reading at home. 
Students will also receive ‘Reading for Pleasure’ praise points from our school librarian when they read in silence 
in the library. The more points students accrue the bigger the prize to be had! 
If your child is struggling to find the right book for them then their English teacher, who has 
in-depth knowledge of literature, is available to support them with their book choice.

Reading Plus
WWe have invested in a reading intervenon to form part of our students’ English curriculum at Key Stage 3. 
Reading Plus is an adapve literacy soluon that improves fluency, comprehension, vocabulary, stamina, and 
movaon. Used in more than 7,800 schools, Reading Plus is helping more than one million students become 
proficient readers. Reading Plus provides an integrated reading intervenon program for all learners. The 
program includes an adapve assessment, personalised instrucon and pracce, and easily accessible resources 
that enable teachers to meet the needs of every student. 

Improves Vocabulary
Improves concentraon
Develops language, listening and crical thinking skills
Strengthens brain connecons
Helps to develop empathy
Promotes creavity and develops imaginaon
RReduces stress

Benefits of Reading for Pleasure

Key Stage 4 Reading Group
MMrs. Graham is delighted to host our 'Aiming Higher' Reading Group with 
students in Years 10 and 11. The group meets once every two weeks and is aimed 
at challenging students’ crical reading through the use of literature targeted at 
'A' Level students (this is currently 'The Catcher in the Rye' by J.D. Salinger). The 
group reads and discusses key aspects of the book and employs their crical 
thinking skills to unlock the themes and ideas and debate mulple 
interpretaons. Places on this iniave are by invitaon only and students have 
beenbeen chosen because of their highly proficient reading ability, which we are keen 
to nurture at FCA. 
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Reading for Pleasure



Where next?

Trips
WWe are excited to start planning some reading related 
trips and hope to visit Seven Stories Museum in 
Newcastle and The Word in South Shields, so watch this 
space! Top Tip: every Reading for Pleasure praise point 
counts. 

Champion Authors 
WWe are busy planning a whole school reading iniave 
that we want every student to support. Assemblies will 
take place in November- can you guess what they will 
entail from the tle?
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Teachers’ favourites
Our staff know just how important it is to read regularly and have recently been set the task of choosing their 
literature ‘favourites’. Can your child tell you what their teachers’ favourites are? Tell them to look out for the 
reading profiles on their classroom doors!
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